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APPOINTMENT.OF THE DIRBCTOR GENERAL.{GC(V)/165, 173, 174 and 176)

1. “Phe -PRESIDENT -drew-attention to the fact that three of the documents
before the Conference contained draft resolutions and suggested that the
eleven-Power draft resolution (GC(V)/176) be considered first. If so required
by the outcome of that discussion, the Conference would proceed to debate the
three-Power draft resolution (GC(V)/173) and, again depending on the decision
taken, would then proceed to the nine-Power draft resolution (GC(V)/174).

2. The procedure suggested by the President was adopted.

3, Mr., BL ANNABI (Tunisia) said that the Agenéy now had before it a

very serious problem, - There had been a deterioration in the spirit of

co~-operation within the Agenoy gsince 1957, when the present Director General
had been appointed in an atmosphere of unanimity. Secure in that favorable
background, his autﬂority had not been contested during his term of office.
Today, however, the authority of the new Director General was even being
questioned in advance, and it would be desirable therefore for the gquestion

of his appointment to be reconsidered,

4. He wished to stress that Mr. Tklund's integrity and qualificatiéﬁs p%re
not under discussion, and the purpose of the eleven-~Power draft resolution
was simply to ensure that the appointment of the new Director General reste@
on agreement between the three main groups of countries concerned. It was
his sincere hope that the Board would be able to solve the problem by

placing before the Conference a nomination meeting with universal approval.

5. Mr. P2 KIN (Burma) emphasized that in supporting the eleven-Power
draft resolution his delegation was pursuing no selfish interests., There

had been allegations in unofficial circles that Burma's attitude was
motivated by the fact that a candidate from the EBastern countries had not
been appointed. Nothing could be further from the truth. The post of
Director General was a key post and it was essential for the incumbent %o
have general support, in the interests not only of the Agency but of all its
Members. Hig delegation yielded to none in its respect for Mr, Tklund's
character and ability, but the fact remained that his nomination had not

been accepted by one of the major atomic Powers and by a numbervof‘developing

countries. Since the Agency's activities were primarily directed towards
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helping the &eveloping céuntries, thét diﬁision of opinion was a prime
consideration. It was also essential fhat, in appointing a Director
General, the matter should be discussed in full beforehand, -and he felt that
in the present case sufficient consultation ha« not taken place. Burma

therefore supported the eleven—Power draft resolution.

6. lr, SMYTH (United States of America) recalled the history of the
appointment of the new Director General, It had been known all along that a
new Diréctor General would have to be appointed in 1961, the statutory
procedure being for the Board to make the appointment, subject to the
approval of the Conference.;/ The Board!s decision had been reached after
exhaustive discussions and consultations, during which Mr, Eklund's high
qualifications had clearly emerged, and which had revealed a strong measure
of support for his candidature on the part of both developed and developing
countries. The circumstances of the decision had been communicated to

Mr. Eklund who, after mature’reflectiqn, had notified his acceptance to the

Agency.

T Mr. Eklund had for many years been a leading figure in the field of
atomic energy and its peaceful uses, and had become well known to atomic
energy authorities in many countries., While serving as Secretary General of
the Second United Nations Internatioral Conference on the Peaceful Uses of
Atomic Energy,g/ his circle of acquaintances had been further extended, He
was a distinguished 'citigen of a world-renowned non—aligned country and
undoubtedly would carry out his responsibilities with efficiency and

impartiality.

8. Regarding the eleven—Power draft resolution, he (Mr. Smyth) did not
propose to comment on the obvious legal objections to the draft, and would
merely point out that approval would constitute a clear disavowal of the
Board's action in appointing Mr. Eklund. The Conference'should now confirm
the appointment if the Agency was not to flounder in a sea of indecision.
He recalled the observations made by the delegate of the United States of
America at a previous meeting;/, and relterated that the top posts in the
Secretariat should not be regarded.as being the perquisite of nationalé‘of

particular States or groups of States.

1/ Article VII,A., of the Statute.
g/ Held in Geneva from 1 to 13 September 1958,
3/ GC(V)/OR.50, paragraph 8 (17 - 18).
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9. The United States therefore strongly supported the appointment of

Mr. Eklund and opposed the eleven—Power draft resolution.

10, lir. BANCORA (Argentina) said that Argentina was in the development
stage and was situated in what was generally referred to as a developing area,
and he was therefore happy to note the great importance aécribed to the

interests, of the developing countries at the prescnt session of the Conference.

11. The eleven—Power draft resolution stated that there had not been
sufficient cohsultation with the developing countries on the matter of the
appointment of a Director General, and he entirely agreed with that '
statement. The main desideratum, however, was that the Agency should
function in such a way that the maximumgadvantages were made available to
Member States; and that would be achieved by electing to the position of

Director Gencral the best qualified person availlable.

12. DMNarrowly chauvinistic views had, hc believed, contributed.-materially to
the difficulfies of underdeveloped countries., If those countries themselves
extended such views to the international fiecld, the logical result, in the
pfesenf case, would be an insistence that the Director General should be a
national of an underdeveloped country. He himself did not subscribe to

those views. In spite of some opposition by supporters of the way of
thinking to which he had referred, Argentina had rcceived aid from many
guarters, irrcspective of race, creed or social standing, and would be
honored to reccive the aid of any of the scientists present at the Conference

in furthering the develorment of the country.

13, As the delegate of the United States of America had said, it had been
Known for four-ycars that a new Director. General would now have to be elected,
and there had been ample time for a full exchange of ideas. Two candidates -
had been put forward for the post, one from a nceutral and one from a less—
developed country. "He had nothing against the latter candidate, but‘after
having personally studied the qualifications of both individuals he had come
to the conclusion that Mr, Eklund was the more sultable., A similar con-

clusion had been reached by many other delecgates,

14, He did not think that therc were no suitable candidates for the post of
Director General in the less—~developed countries, and it would be a great

source of satisfaction to him to scc such a candidate appointed. The
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probability was, however, that in a developing country any person with the
high qualifications neccssary for the post would be of more value at home.
In such circumstances it secemed unlikely that agreement would be reachcd in

a short time if it had not been rcached in four years.

15. PFor all those reasons, and also bccausc it would be most undesirable
further to delay the issue, he was opposed to the eleven-Power draft

resolution.

16. Mr. BRYNIELSSON (Sweden) said that it was clear from thc dcbate

that Mr, Eklund's qualifications and experience in atomic energy werc well
known to delegatces., He had himself worked with Mr. Eklund for more than'

ten years, Since 1950 Mr. Eklund had beep with the Atomic Energy Company of
Sweden as hecad of the division of reactor development and as rescarch director,
in which capacities he had been in charge of 600 scientists. He was a.
thoroughly competent scientist, balanced and impartial in his views, and with
wide experience in interngtional nuclear sciencce. The Swedish delcgation
therefore found him well gqualified for the post of Direcctor General, beliewed
thét the Board had appointed him in full accordance with the Statute, and

. would conscquently votc against the cleven~Power draft resolution.

17. Mr, EMELYANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) regretted the
attitude adopted by the United States delegate regarding the appointment of

a Director General. That delegate had stated that numerous consultations
had taken place on the subject, but the Sovict declegation maintained that

there had been no such consultations,

18, In June, he (Mr. Emelyanov) had had a meeting in Vienna with Mr. Smyth,
who had been interested in ascertaining the attitude of the Soviet
delegation to the appointment of Mr. Eklund as Director General., That had
been the sole meeting and the sole discussion with the United States
delegatiory, which at that timc had expressed confidence that Mr, Eklund

would be appointed.

19. A considcerable number of Members of the Agency, including the most
important countries of Asia and Africa, countries receiving assistance, and
the socialist countrics, hoid the view that a reprcsentative of the Afro-
Asian countrices, unconnected with military blocs, should be apﬁoinfo@
Director General. That.opinion had also becen made quite clecar during

discussion of thc matter in the Board.
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20, Eight of the 23 members of the Board had voted in favor of the candidate
from Indonesiay they reprecsented the following geographical areas: FEastern
Burope, Africa and the Middle Rast, South Asia, South-east Asia and the Pacific
and the Far East, That meant that more than 6ne third of the Governors, from
countries in five geographical areas; supported the principle that the post

of Director General should be given to a rcprescentative of the neutralist

Afro—-Asian countrics.

21. DNevertheless, the represcntatives of the Western Powers had decided to
recommend Mr, Eklund for tho post. If there was a desire for co-operation,
the proiper courso would be to work out a solution of the problem which was
acceptable to both sides. A Western nominec had alrcady held the post of
Dircector Goneral for four years., What grounds werc therc for giving the

post to another representative of the West for another four years?

22, In the discussions on the nomination of Mr. Eklund it had been stated
that he was a reprcsentative of the neutral country Sweden, but the Swedish
"Government was not putting forward Mr. Eklund as a candidate for the post.
If he was not a representative of Sweden, what did he rcpresent? The United
Statos and its military—politioél allies were asking for approval of the
nomination, Mr. Ekxlund was a roproescentative of the Norfh Atlantic Treat&
Organization (NATO) and no amount of discussion could conceal the fact that
he was backed by the aggressive forces of that bdloc. If Mr. Eklund were in
charge of the Agency, its work would be subordinated to the intorosts of

NATO. Hence the Sovict delegation opposed his candidature.

23. The Soviet delegation could not agreoe that the post should be given‘to
the Western Powers a sccond time. That would he a gross violation of the
Statute. The Agoncy was not an costate in which the post of Director General
could be handed on by right of succession from onc represcntative of the West
to another. . Clearly the violation of the principle of equitablé geographical
distribution did not disturb the Western countries. 1In four years they had
held not only thc post of Director Genoral but also three of the four posts
of Deputy Director Gencral, At the present time the United Statos was laying
claim:to one of those threc posts, that recently vacated by Mr. Jnlles of
Switzeriand. It thus intcnded to have a Deputy Director Goneral who would ~
fill the role of Amcrican prompter of Mr. Eklund, leaving the Afro-Asian .

countries still unreprescented in the higher ranks of tho Agency.
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24. In the McKinney report to the United States Joint Committec on Atomic
Energy it was stated that the International Atomic Encrgy Agency had been
cstablished not only on the initiative but also with the active participation
of the United States and that the United States had also taken full rcspongi-
bility in the eyes of world public opinion for retaining a leading role in the
Agency, having insisted on the appointment of an American national as the
firat Director General and on the acceptance of pollicies and a program drawn

up by the United Statos.

25, It could be asked by what right the United States had claimed to rescrve
for itsclf the leadership in the affairs of the Agoncy. It had all the less
right to do so at the present time, when grecat changos had taken placc in the
world. The number of independent States had becn increaséd by the countries
which had thrown off the yoke of colonialism in Asia and Africa. Thelr rolec
in the international arcna had grown grcatly, but because of outworn customs
they were not yet being allowed to take their rightfgl plaog in international
life. The idca that the Afro-Asian countrieé were not able to provide
sultable candidates for the post of Director General was a dolusiop; it led

logically to a racialist thoory of the superiority of some pgoples over others.

26. Most of those prescnt knew well that the Soviet Union, which had built
an atomic icc-breaker, powcrful particlc accelerators and nuclear fusion
devices, and which had launchced space ships and sent its pcople into space,
could find cxperts who had -all the nccessary gqualities for directing the
Agency. Such experts were also to be found among the scicntists of other
sociallst countrics. The proper and rcasonable coursc would be that a
single administrator, i.c. the Director General, should be replaced by a
cellective cxecutive. organ consisting, to an cqual degree and with squal
rights, of rcprescntatives of the three basic groups of countries, The
acceptance of that principle would.mark the end of the supremacy in inter—

national organlzatlons of tho United States and their allics in military blocs,.

27. At the tlmo of the cstablishmont of the Agcnoy, the candidature of the

. well-known Swedish sciontist, Mr..Brynielsson, had been proposed for tho post
of Dircctor Gencral, It had boen supported by the Soviet Union, France,
India and the United States, but at the last moment the United States had

gone back on the agrcement and had put forward another candidate, Mr, Cole, a
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Unitcd States national. Mr. Colc was an administrator and a lawycr by
training. Four years later they werc being told that in the position of
Dircctor General there should be not an administrator but a scicntist, who was,
incideontally, quite unfitted to have the direction of the Agency. It was
desirablc that the Director General should be a scientist but it was not
esgential, and at the prescent time it appcared to be difficult to agree upon

a candidatce from the ranks of the scicntists.

28. It might have becn possible to agres-to a candidate who was not a

scicntist but who posscessced tho gqualities of a good organizer and administrator.

29. For four years the Agency had been lcd by an administrator. No dclegate
had cver said in the gencral debate that the work of the Agoency would have
been more produotivo if the Dircctor General had been a scientist instcad of
an administrator. The thesis that at the present timc the Agency necded to
be led byia gcientist was being put forward not as a matter of principle but
as onc of expedicncy. It was being put forward in order‘to prlace the.Afro-
Asian countrics in a difficult position and prevent them from aspiring to
leadership. For the samc recasons it was being suggeosted that Mr. Eklund was
an cminent scicntist., Nobody was denying that, but as far as was known he
had workcd in a highly restricted field of physics, which was of very little
intorest for the Agenoy‘s activities. . One could rightly ask by what
outstanding rescarch Mr. Eklund had cenriched science or what largo-scale
facllity connccted with the use of atomic encergy had boen constructgd under

his dircction.

30, The Soviet delegation could not agree that Mr. Eklund had played a
particularly important part in the organization of the Second Goneva Confercnce.
That confercnce had boen organized hy thce United Nations Scientific Advisory
Committce, comprising scientists from scven countrics, including tho well=-

known French scicentist, Professor Perrin.

31, Until feoontly, it had secmed to his doleogation that Mr. Eklund realized
that his work would beo veory difficult if hc obtained the post of Dircctor
Genoral onlylthrough the Western Powers'! voting machine and without universal
support. The Swedish newspaper "Stockholms Tidningen", dated 7 July 1961,
had writtcn fhat, before the vote was taken, Mr., Bklund had indicated that he
would accept the appointment of Dircctor General only on condition dhat he

was elected unanimously by the Agency'!s Beard of Governors,
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32, When he had been in Noscow, Mr. Eklund had stated to him (Mr. Emelyanov)
that he would accept the post only if his candidature werc suppbrted bofh by
the United States and the USSR, It was now clear that Mr, Eklund had in no
way obtained general support. That being so, how was one to interpret his

words when, nevertheless, he had accepted the nomination as Director General?

33, The effcctivenoss and success of any candidate for the post would depend
on the support and co—operation hc rcceived from all Mombers of the Agency.
But Mr. Eklund was not concorncd with that, he was only waiting for the moment

when the voting machinc went into action, in order to takc up the post.

34, Hc wished to read from a letter which a compatriot of Mr. Eklund had sont
him from Sweden. Tho lettor stated that Mr. Eklund had boen accuscd of handing
over a Swedish atomic invention to a British national who had formerly worked
at Harwell, and of wrongly dismissing the inventor himself. ‘The subscquent
investigation of the matter had been carried out by the police in sccret.
However, about a ycar latcr, so thc letter concluded, it had becn made known

that it had becen decided not to prosccute Mr. Eklund.

35. Tho above considerations proved that it was impossible to centrust the
dircetion of ‘the Agency to Mr, Eklund. All honcst scibntisfs'whowhad.strivon
to build up an international organization to promotec co-operation in the
pcaccful uses of atomic cnergy would accept with regret a decision to éppoint
Mr. Eklund to the post of Dircetor Gencral. That would be a furthqr obstacle

to the development of scicentific relations.

36, The Soviet Union had proviously displayed great understanding and
eagerncss to co-operatc in accepting a candidate from the United States,
although it had found it difficult to do so, and it had always supported
Mr. Colc in the porformance of his dutics as Direotor Genoral. It Wouid bo
commendable if the Western Powers now showed the samc undorstanding and

eagerncss to co~operate by accopting a candidatce from the Afro-Asian countries.

37. When the guestion had boen before the Board, the Soviet dolegation had
supported the candidature of Mr, Sudjarwo. In doing so it had takcn into
account Mr. Sudjarwo's grcat desire to further. the aims of the Agoency and the
fact that he was wcll acquainted with the Agency's history and also with "

the needs of the less—developed countries.. The Soviet position remained
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unchanged. Both the losss—~developed countrics and tho countries in the soclalist
camp were primarily interestcd in taking advantagé of contemporary scicntific

and tcechnical achicvements in order to promdotce the cconomic development and
prosperity of peoples. They wished to make use of all the achicvements of
scicnee in thoe interests of peace and progress, and i1t was casicr for them

to detormine what trends should be followed and what priorities observed.

The representatives of the industrialiged countrices should share their

knowledge and cxpericnce; that would bs the most reasonable solution,

38, If the nomination alrcady proposed was not écceptable, his delegation
would propose that there should bo‘further consultation with a view to

finding anothor candidate from thosce countrics, In the existing circumstances,
hisbdclogation consi@erod that tho only possible solution was to posﬁpono
discussion of the gquoestion and continue consultations with a view to finding

an agreed candidatce rather than one who had bcen imposcd.

39. His delegation supported the cleven-Power draft resolution and was

prepared to vote for it.

40, Mr, GOLDSCHMIDT (Fraﬂce) said that his delogation opposed the

elevon—Power draft resolution because continuation of the discussion could
only be harmful to the Agency. Porioeds of uncertainty werc bad for work,
they led to backstairs politics and in thoe proscent casc had cven led to
production of a defamatory letter which had nothing to do with the business
of thc Conference, and the authenticity of which could not possibly be

verificd in timc. It would be in no one's interest to extend the delay.

41. The delogations which had supported Mr, Eklund's nomination had been
criticized for their failure to hold sufficiently full ncegotiations with other
delogations, In that conncction, he recalled that after the preceding session
of the Conforonce the Indonesiqn delegation had put forward Mr, Sudjarwo for
the post of Director General. Somc of the countries that wore now

gomplaining bitterly about the lack of unanimity over the appointment had

then promiscd their support for Mr. Sudjarwo without consulting eitﬁor the
othor atomic Powers or certain countrics of Africa and Asia'which wopld havo
preforred a candidate‘who had been élosely associated with the atomic energy

commission of his own country.
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42. It should be recalled that progress in atomic ensrgy depended on teamwork,
and a technical director in charge of research rarely had the time to under-
take 1aborétory work himself, as all technicians engaged in administration
knew only too well, Naturally that was the case of Mr., Fklund. However,
Sweden, like the other Scandinavian countries, had offered fellowships to

many applicants from less-developed countries, so that Mr, Eklund was well

acquainted with their problems.

4%3. Yo one need be surprised that a large majority in the Board had voted for
a man with so distinguished a record, and who was also a national of a country
wnose achievement lay between that of the Creat Fowers and of the developing
countries. In those circumstances, Mr. Lklund was in an excellént position
to sérve and understand all Member States, regardless of thelr degree of

development in the nuclear energy field.

44. In spring 1961 he had consulted some of his colleagues on the chéice of
Mr. Eklund for the post of Director Ceneral. Then, as now, he had heard only
favorable comments. But some of them had not conceazled the fact that their
Governments had previously promised to support Mr. Sudjarwo. Consequently
. Mr. Tklund had always known that he would not have the support of all Member
States, including one of the most advanced atomic Powers, He had therefore
taken his decision in full knowledge of the facts, knowing the high personal

esteem in which all delegations held him,

45, Tor the political reasons just described, Mr. Eklund could not have the
unanimous support of all countries, and in particular that of the Soviet
Union, But while the political climate could change rapidly -~ sometimes for
the better - talent always remained. Disagreements arising in the Board from
lack of unanimity over Mr. Eklund's appointment were hardly likely to. inter-
fere with his work more than similar disagreements had done in respect of

Mr. Coles for, in spite of the latter's unanimous election, there had been
disagreements in his case also., In 1958 it had been the delegate of India
who had proposed that Mr. Eklund should be elected Secretary-General of the
second Geneva Conference, and the United FNations Scientific Adivsory Committee
had unanimously adopted the suggestion. Mr, Eklund's deputies at that
conference, from Western and socialist countries respectively, had always

praised his work, and a parallel task awaited him in the Agency.
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46, Francce deeply rcgrotted tho disagrocmont which had ariscen over the
appointment of a man whom many dclegatcos had never met., He felt surc that
they would soon lcarn to valuoe him if, as hc hoped, common sensc finally

prevailed.

47. Mr, DIMITRIU (Romania) cxpressed his warm support for the eleven-—
Power draft resolution, and drow attontion to the scriousness of tho present
problem and the hcavy rosponsibility of both Board and Confercnce, All Mcmber
States had agreed that, in ordor to develop its activitics, the Agoncy
required cortain positive conditions, including a Dircctor Goneral who could
mobilizc all offorts and all Statos in a joint offort to achicve the Agency's
objoctives. Onc of the most important of thesc objectives was thoe provision
of effecctive assistance to the less—developed countrics, Should the

universal character of she Agoncy disappcar, it would becomoe the preserve of

a small group of Status pursuing their own interests only; in other words,

a co—opcrative coffort on bechalf of the less—~developed countries would be
impossible, Unfortunatcly, the principlc of universality had booen abandoncd
by tho Western Powers on the grounds that no sultablo candidato for the post
of Dircctor General could be found in the whole vast geographical hrea of
Asia and Africa. On thosc falso prcemises, they had neglected to hold thorough
consultations with thc Afro-Asian countrics. For thosc reasons, the Romanian
delegation could not accept the candidate imposcd by the West, and therefore

supported the o2leven-~Power draft resolution.

48. Mr. NAKICENOVIC (Yugoslavia) said that during the four ycars of

the Agency's cxistonco his Govornmoent had offercd ites fullest support and
co—-oporation, and was theroforc highly dissatisficd at the difficultics that
had ariscn ovor the appointmant of o new Dircctor General. TYugoslavia
disapproved of the failurc to hold full nogotiations carlicer in thco year,
which had lecd to disagrocment in thoe Board and finally to the prosent dispute
at the Conference. Thoe conflict throatened the Agoney's whole future.,
Belicoving that the matter should be sottlod by goncral agrcoment, his
Government had sponsorcd thoe cleven-Power draft, resolution which would, he
trusted, lcad to a solution. TYugoslavia would not indulge in any
recriminations concérning the past; 1ts sole desire was to bridge the present
gap, and iron out the difficultics which had ariscen betweon the various

groups of countrics.
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49, In arriving at a goneral solution, he bolicved that threc main points
should bc taken into consideration. First, the principle of rotation should
be interproted in a comprcheonsive and consistent manner. Socondly, the
appointment of the Dircctor Gonoral should be preecded by wide consultationss
which should include countrics not roproscntcd on the Board,; as tho lattor's
preéont composition did not conform te the principlc of cquitable geographical
distribution., Thirdly, widc agreoment on the candidatc was cssential. The
Agency could not work smoothly if tho Dircctor Goneral was opposcd by a

lérge numbor of Member States. He thercfore rocommended adoption of tho

gcleven—-Power draft resolution.

50, Mr, NADJAKOV (Bulgaria) believed that tho appointment of the Dircctor

General was onc of the most important questions facing the Conforence; the
incumbent of the post was responsible for carrying out the Agency's ontire
policy and all its concrctc activitices. The appointment should therefaore be
unanimous,; il.e¢. approved by all throe groups cexisting in the world today -
the Western countrics, the soclalist countrics and thce Afro-Asian group, A4
unanimous decision would be tho best guarantse that the Director Goneral
would fcel himsclf under a moral obligation to romain objoctivc‘and indcpendent
in all his actions. Unanimity was nccessary in an organization that

included 76 Memboer States,; with varied political and soecial structurcs, so
that there would be no differonces over its approach to basic problems., In
addition, such unanimity would underlinc the spirit of co-operation essontial
to the Agoncy. He reogrotted that agrocment had not been reachod, but
roecalled that despite difficultics in 1957, a unanimous dccision had becn

4/

taken on the appointment of the present Dircetor Goneral= ,

51. During the Board's discussions, the socialist countries and thé Afro=-
Asian group had supportcd a candidate from the Afro-Asian arca, which would

be onc of the Agency’s most important arcas of activity. Howevor, tho Western
countrices had sponsorcd and imposcd Mr. Eklund instcad. It was no criticism
of Mr. FBklund personally to state that delegates knew no more than that he

was a Swedish scicentist and had been Scerctary—-Goneral of the sccond Goneva
Confecrence. Those facts had been strussed by his sponsors,; who had claimed

them to be the sole requircments for fhe post of Dircctor General.

4/ 6C,1(8)/0R.6, paragraph 9.
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52. The Bulgarian delogation considered that in the interests of cquality the
post should not be occupiced once again by a Wostorn candidate. Mr, Coleo was

a reproscntative of tho Uniteod Statoes, and 1t could well bo argued that he
should be roplacéd by a roprescntative of tho Sovict Union. Although a
suitablc candidate could have becn found in the Sovict Union, no such proposal
had boen made, as the soclalist countrics belicved that changes in inter—
national l1lifc madc it cssontial to appoint a candidatc from tho doveloping
countrics in order to cnsurc that assistance was administered in a way
compatible with thelr dignity and national éovoroignty. He thorcfore
supported tho candidatc from the Afro-Asian group. That porson had boen
‘rejoctod by the West, although, during unofficial conversations, the view had
boen advanced that the nomination of a sciontist from the Afro;Asian groﬁp

might have becon acceptable.

53, That showed; so he belicved, that thoe procedurc followed by the Board had
bécn wrong. The Board should first have considercd whotheor it wanted a
scicntist or a statcesman, and thon decided from what group of countrics ho
should.como. Only aftcrwards should the group concorncd have been asked to
propose a candidatec. Had that boen donc, a unanimous decision could have

been reachced.

54+ In fact, the appointment of Mr. Eklund had not boen a co—operative
deeision, but a diktat imposcd by the Unitod Stétes on the othor two groups,
The appointment did not rofloect the real world situation, and did not satisfy
Member Statos. It was contrary to the intercsts of the Agency, to-its

future dovelopment, oven to its veory cxilstonces. In an effort to right that
deplorable situation, a group of Afro—Asian countrics had presonted the —

olevon—Powor'draft'rosolﬁtion, which Bulgaria fully supportod.

55, Mr. BRYNIELSSON (Swoeden) said that ho folt it nccessary to roply

to only onc of the points made by the Soviot delugate cdﬁcorning Mr., Eklund:
the letter alloving'that Mr. Eklund‘had been accuscd of transmitting atomic
scercts to anothor country.’ Ho could state that the matter had beon-

thoroughly investigatoed by the chaish legal authorities and thce chargo had

boen found to boe utterly groundlcss.

56. He reiterated his dolcogation's support for Mr, Eklund'!s nomination.
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57. Mr. BHABHA (Tndia) said that his dclegation had sparcd no effort to
avert the deplorable situation which had arisen but the inflexible attitude
adopted by Mr. Bklund's supportars apparently made it impossible to find a

via media or even to rcach agrecment on postponing a deccision.

58. Hc had a high rogard for Mr. Eklund's gualifications but it was patently
clear that a Dircchtor Gonoral of tho Agency must enjoy the confidence of the
atomically most advanced countrics; othorwisce offoective co—operation within
the Agoncy would bacome impossible. The sponsors of the cleven—~Power draft
resolution, represonting countrics from differout parts of the world, had. been
promptad to submit their proposal becauso of the strong opposition to

Mr. Bklund's candidaturc.

5%. The contention that adeguate consultations had taken place prior to the
Board's decision was not bornc out by the facts, nor had thoerc besen a proper
discussion of the qualifications that candidates for the post ought to posscesg -
gsvwould be the normal procedure at the national level for selecting, say, a
vice-chancellor of a uwmivorsity. His own delegation had been consistently of
the opinion that it was desirable for the Director General to be a sclentist,
but that was far from being the sole requisite and there might be others of

varying importance,

60, He had already suggested in the goneral dcbate that it would be
appropriatce for the next Dirsctor General to come from a country wherec
oconomic and social conditions were differont from thosc found in the United
States,i/ but at that juncture had cxproesscd no views as to whether he should

be chosen from Asia, Africa or Latin Amcrica.

61, Whon the mattor had been discussed informally by members of the Scientific
Advisory Cdmmitteo, Mr. Zmclyanov had made it plain that Mr. Eklund would not
be acceptable to the Soviet Union. In tho Board, the Governor from India had
voted for the candidate from Indonesia and; becausc therc werc no objections

on personal grounds to Mr. Eklund,; had abstained from the vote on the latter's
nomination. In roply to a letter from Mr. Eklund, he (Mr., Bhabha) had folt
obliged as a friond to tell Mr. Bklund of what had transpirced and the situation
as he saw it, and to inform him that India would be unable to support him,
becausc of the strong opposition by certain important countriocs and in the

interest of the smooth working of the Agoency.

5/ GC(V)/OR.55, paragraph 31.
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62. Tho guestion at issuc was not Mr. Tklund's suitability or the fact that

he came from Swoden, with which India had the most fricndly reclations, 5ut that
agreement must be rcached on a candidatc accoptable to both sides., For that
reason he strongly urged the Confercnee to adopt the oleven—?ower draft

resolution so that the nomination might be rcconsidered by the Board.,

63, Mr, PETRZELKA (Czechoslovakia) said that thc Czechoslovak dolegation

was opposcd to Mr., Bklund's nomination, and doubted whether his supporters

could ignorc the strong opposition it had provoked if they wished tho Agoency
to continuc as a truly intcrnational organization and not onc undcr the
complcte control of the United States and its allies. The present complications
could have been avoided 1f the Western Powcers, which werc solely responsible
for them, had made the slightcest attompt to co—operatec with thoe other groups
of Statcs. If the Unitcd States wore gonuinely anxious to foster the kind of
intcrnational co—opcration for which tho Agency had beon crcated, it ought

to give full comsideration to the views of individual countrics as Woll as to
thosc of groups and rocognizce the changes that had taken placc during the
past fow ycars with the emorgencoe of new sovercign States. Asian and African
countrics worc ne longer under colonial domination and the many now States

had cvery right to just reprosentation in the Sccrotariat.

64. The Agency would succecd in fulfilling its tasks only if it werc to
narrow thce gap between the advanced and the developing countrics, and no
other Dircetor General would be as well fitted to understand the doveloping

countries’' nceds as would onc of thoir own nationals.

65. Tho asscrtion that Mr. Eklund was a candidatc from a non—-aligned country
had been disproved by thoe discuﬁsion, from which it was clcar that he was a
United States candidato, nor werc his sciontific qualifications a decisive
factor, sincc¢ theore werc many men of similar caliber in other countrics.
Again, his work as Sccrctary-Gencral at the sccond Geneva Conferonce had

becen of a spocialigzed nature and could hardly be advanced as a rcason for

appointing him.

66, Thc appointment of = man fromlqno of the scicntifically advanced countrics
would be in dircct conflict with the principle of cquitable geographical

distfibution, particularly in viow of the fact that it was proposed to
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appoint a United Statcs national as onc of the Deputy Directors Genecral,
which would recsult in all but onc of the most scnior posis in the Secrctariat

being held by men from Western countriocs.

67. The Board's proposcd nomination quitce overlooked the claims of the
less~developad countrices, in particular the Afro-Asian group, and his
dclegation was cmpratically opposced to further strongthoning the pesition

of Westorn countrics at thoe oxpensce of the less adwvanced.

68. The Western Powors, particularly the Unitced States, had adopted an
oxtraordinary attitude. They had strongly opposcd the mattor being
discusscd by the Board in Sceptomber instcad of June, which would have given
cnough timoc for ncgotiation and thus for finding a rcasonable solution.
Instead, at the instigation of thosc countrics, an issuc of such vita;
importance had boon decidaed by the Board at its Junc meetings in onc day.
The Agoncy should not countenance violation of the principle followed in the
United Nations that no onc group of States must onforce its will at the

gxpense of others,

69, Doclaring his support for the cleven—Power draft resolution, he said
that his dclcgation would oppose any candidatc not reprosenting the loss
advanced countrics. The Governor from Czochoslovakia had already criticized
the inadequatc rcproscntation of the Afro-Asian group in the Board, and the
Czecchoslovak delegation could cortainly not countonance the same thing in

the Sceerctariat.

70, Mr. BL ANNABI (Tunisia) obsorved, in conncction with the statoment

that a large majority in the Board had favored a Westorn candidate, that
the privilegod position cnjoycd by that majority was duc to the provisions
of tho Statute. The criteria which had inspirod thosce provisions had now
altcred radically and, though the special claims of thoe technologically
advancced countrics must b: rccognizoed, thore was no longer any justification
for their poermanently wiclding an overriding authority. It was now
universally rcecogniged in international bodics that thore existed three main

groups of countrics, agrocmont boetween which was nccessary on all major issues.,
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71. The Agency'!s first Dircctor Goencral had come from the Western group and
it was thoreforc right for the next Dircctor General to come from one of

tho other two groups, The Bastorn group had not put forward a candidate, and
it was thercforc for the uncommitted countries to do so., In order to honor
the principle of cquitable goographical distribution as laid down in the
Statute, the Dircctor Goeneral, his dcoputics and indced the Scoretariat

should be choson in rotation from among the thrce groups.

72, Tho Dircetor Gencral of only ono specialiged agoncy, the Food and
Agriculturc Organization of the Unitcd Nations, came from a doveloping
country. It was fortunatc that thoe Argoentine Government had not itsclf
followcd tho advice of its delegate to develceping countries that thoy keep
their highly qualified sciontists at homo. Such a practice would hévo been
prejudicial to tho quality of the Argentinc dolcgation at the prescnt
Conferonce and, if genorally adopted, would place an cxcessive burden on the

morce advanced countrics.

73+ Mr. Eklund's pcrsonal qualifications were not in doubt, and he had
shown proof of great scruple in stating to the press that he would nced wide
suppoft. It was rogrottable that for political rcasons his namc had beén
put forward without first making cortain of the support of all thrce groups
of countries, support which was osscntial if the Agency's work was not to

be paralyzcd, It wont without saying that a candidatc from the Bastern
group who was unacccptable to the West and to the developing countries

would have had no morc chance of success.

The meeting rose at 1 p.n,




