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Rules of Procedure of the 
General Conference 

I. SESSIONS 

A. Regular sessions 

Rule 1. Date of sessions 

The General Confeienee of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (hereinafter called "the Agency") shall 
meet in regular annual sessions which shall be convened 
on a date, normally within the month of September, set 
by the General Conference at its previous regular annual 
session. 

Rule 2. Notifications of sessions 

The Diicctor General shall notify all Members of the 
Agency, the United Nations, the specioli/.ed agencies, 
other international organizations with which the Agency 
has concluded a ieialionship agieemcnt, non-governmental 
organizations enjoying consultative status with the Agency 
and such other organizations as the General Conference or 
the Board of Governors may from time to lime decide, at 
least ninety days in advance of each rcgulai session, of the 
opening dale, place and expected duration thereof. 
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B. Special sessions 

Rule 3. Holding of special sessions 

The General Conference shall meet in such special sessions 
as shall be convened by the Director General at the 
request of the Board of Governors or of a majority of the 
Members of the Agency. 

Rule 4. Request by Members 

Any Member of the Agency may request the Director 
General to convene a special session of the General 
Conference. The Director General shall immediately 
ir.fcrm '.he othci Members of the Agency of the request 
and inquire whether they concur in it. If within thirty 
days of tnc dale of the communication of the Director 
General a majority of the Members concur in the request, 
a special session of the General Conference shall be 
convened in accordance with Rule 3 and Rule 5 of these 
Rules. 

Rule 5, Date of special sessions 

Special sessions of the (Jeneral Conference shall be held as 
soon us possible but not later than ninety days after the 
receipt by the Director General of a request for such a 
session from the Board of Governors, or of a request from 
a majority of the Members of the Agency, or of the 
concunence of a majority of the Members of the Agency as 
p-.orided in Rule 4 of these Rules, at a date set by the 
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Director General in consultation with the Board of 
Governors. 

Rule 6. Notifications of special sessions 

The Director General shall notify all Members of the 
Agency, the United Nations, the specialized agencies, 
other international organizations with which the Agency 
has concluded a relationship agreement, non-govcrnmental 
organizations enjoying consultative status with the Agency 
and such other organizations as the Gcneial Conference or 
the Board of Governors may from time to time decide, at 
least thirty days in advance of each special session, of the 
opening date, place and expected duration tiiereof. 

C. Regular and special sessions 

Rule 7. Place of sessions 

All sessions of the General Conference shall take place at 
the Headquarters of the Agency unless the General 
Conference shall have determined otherwise. 

Rule 8. Duration of sessions 

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the 
General Conference shall, at the beginning of each session, 
fix a closing dale for the session. 
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Rule 9. Adjournment of sessions 

The Genera) Conference may decide at any session to 
adjour.i temporarily and resume its meetings at a later 
uale. 

II. AGENDA 

A. Regular sessions 

Rule 10. Circulation of reports 

The Di/jUor General shall submit to all Members of the 
Afcncy, at least (wo months before the opening date of 
each (p-ihr session, the annual report of the Boaid of 
Govemois on the affairs of Ihc Agency and on any 
prO'ecls approved by the Agency as well as reports to be 
tiansmittcd to the United Nations or to any other inter-
lriticnal organization in accordance with agreements or 
arrangements to be made between the Agency .i:id (a) the 
United Nations, (b) the specialized agencies and (e) other 
International organizations. 

Rule 11. Preparation of provisional agenda 

The provisional agenda for all regular sessions of the 
Genetal Conference shall be drawn up by the Director 
General in consultation with the Boaid oi Governors and 
sent to al! Membeis of the Agency and to all organizations 
to which notification of the session has fo be sent 
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pursuant to Rule 2 of these Rules, not later than ninety 
days in advance of the session. 

Rule 12. Contents of provisional agenda 

The provisional agenda for each regular session shall 
include: 
(a) Al! items the inclusion of which has been decided by 
the General Conference at a previous session; 
(b) All items proposed by the Board of Governors; 
(c) All items proposed by any Member of the Agency; 
(dj All resolutions and all agenda llcms winch the United 
Nations has referred or proposed to the Agency and 
which the Board of Governois submits to the Gencial 
Conference, in accordance with the agreement establishing 
the relationship between the Agency and the United 
Nations. 
(e) Any item proposed by a specialised agency in 
accordance with the agreement establishing the relationship 
between the Agency and that specialized agency; 
(J) l'lcclion of Members to membership of the Board of 
Govemois; 
fg) The annual report of the Board of Governors and such 
other reports as the Board of Governors may submit to 
the General Conterence; 
(h) I he budget of the Agency for the ensuing financial 
year and all items pertaining to this budget; 
(if A report by the Board of Governors on theauuited 
accounts of the Agency for the piecedmg financial year; 
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(j) Any report to be submitted to the United Nations 
rcauiring approval by the General Conference; 
(k) The opening date of the next regular session of the 
General Conference; 
(I) AH items which the Director General, in agreement 
with tlic Board of Governors, deems necessary to put 
before the General Conference; and 
(tit) Other items required by the Statute of the Agency. 

Rule 13 Supplementary items 

A Member of the Agency, the Board of Governors, the 
Director General, in agreement with the Board of 
Governors, or the United Nations may, not later than 
thirty days before the date set for the opening of any 
regular session, request the inclusion of supplementary 
items in the agenda. Subject to Rule 21 of these Rules, 
such items shall be placed on a supplementary list 
which shall be sent to all Members of the Agency and to 
all organizations to which notification of the session was 
sent pursuant to Rule 2 of these Rules, not later than 
twenty .'ays in advance of the session. 

Rule 14. \pprova! of agenda 

The provisional agenda for each regular session, and the 
supplementary list, together with the report thereon of 
the General Committee, shall be submitted to the General 
Corference for approval as soon as possible after the 
open ins of !h" session. 
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Rule 15. Additional items 

Any items of an important and urgent character, proposed 
by a Member, the Board of Governors or the United 
Nations, which have not been placed on the provisional 
agenda pursuant to Rule 12 of these Rules or on the 
supplementary list pursuant to Rule 13 of these Rules, 
shall be referred to the General Committee, which shall 
report promptly thereon to the General Conference. 
Subject to Rule 21 of these Rules, such items may be 
placed on the agenda, if the General Conference so 
decides by a majority of the Members present and voting. 
No additional item may be considered until seven days 
after it is placed on the agenda, unless the General 
Conference, by a two-thirds majority of the Members 
present and voting, decides otherwise. 

B. Special sessions 

Rule 16. Preparation of provisional agenda 

The provisional agenda for all special sessions of the 
General Conference shall be drawn up by the Director 
General in consultation with the Board of Governors and 
sent to all Members of the Agency and to all other 
organizations to which notification of the session has to 
be sent pursuant to Rule 6 of these Rules, not folcr than 
twenty days in advance of the session. 
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Rule 17. Contents of provisional agenda 

The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist 
only of those items proposed for consideration in the 
request for the holding of the session and items proposed 
by She Board of Governors. 

Rule 18. Approval of the agenda 

The provisional agenda for each special session, together 
with ilie leport the-con of the General Committee, shall 
be submitted to the. General Conference for approval as 
soon as possible ailjr the opening of the session. 

Ru'c 19. Additional items 

Any items of an important and urgent character, proposed 
bv a Meirber. the l?oard of Governors or the United 
Nations, which have not been placed on the provisional 
agenda pursuant to Rule 17 of these Rules, shall be 
referred to the General Committee, which shall report 
piomptly thc-eon to the Genctal Conference. Subject to 
R'lle 21 of th-.'se Ru'.c-s, such if ems may be placed on the 
oj.en.'i i, if the General Confeience so decides, by a tvio-
l!i;rds majoiily of the Members present and voting. 

C. Regular and special sessions 

Rule 20. Explanatory memoranda 

l'.ach item proposed for inclusion in the agenda, except an 
iie.n proposed by the Board of Governors, shall be 
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accompanied by an explanatory memorandum and, if 
possible, by basic documents or by a draft resolution. 

Rule 21. Agenda items requiring ninety days' 
advance consideration 

No proposal for the amendment of the Statute of 
the Agency shall be placed on the agenda of any 
session unless certified copies of the text of the proposal 
have been sent by the Director General to all Members at 
least ninety days in advance of the session. 

Rule 22. Amcudment and deletion of items 

Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted from the 
agenda of the General Conference by a majority of the 
Members present and voting. 

III. REPRESENTATION OF MEMBERS 

Rule 23. Composition of delegations 

Each Member of the Agency shall be represented at the 
General Conference by one delegate, who may be 
accompanied by as many alternates, advisers, technical 
advisers, experts and persons of similar stains as may be 
required by the delegation. 
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Rule 24. Alternates 

Each delegate may designate any alternate in his delegation 
to act in his place during the General Conference. 

Rule 25. Representation on committees and other 
subsidiary bodies of the General Conference 

Each delegate may designate any alternate or any adviser 
in his delegation to act for his delegation on any 
committee or otliei subsidiary body of the General 
Conference on which his delegation is represented. 

Rule 26. Cost ot attendance of delegations 

The cost of attendance at the General Conference of the 
delegation of each Member shall be borne by the 
Member concerned. 

IV. CREDENTIALS 

Rule 27. Submission of credentials 

TV credentials of each delegate and the names of the 
penoi.s constituting the Member's delegation shall be 
submitted to the Director General if possible not less than 
seven diys in advance of the session which the delegation 
vw:l attend. The credentials shall be issued either by the 
Head of State or Government or by the Minister of 
l*oicign Aff'î rs ol the Member concerned. 
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Rule 28. Credentials Committee 

A Credentials Committee of nine Members shall be 
appointed by the General Conference at the beginning of 
each session on the proposal of the presiding officer. The 
Committee shall elect its own officers. It shall examine 
the credentials of all delegates and report thereon without 
delay to the General Conference. 

Rule 29. Provisional admission to a session 

Any delegate to whose admission a Member has made 
objection shall be seated provisionally with the same rights 
as other delegates until the Credentials Committee has 
reported and the General Conference has given its 
decision. 

V. REPRESENTATION OF OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS AND OF STATES 
NOT MEMBERS OF THE AGENCY 

Rule 30. Representatives of States not Member!, of the 
Agency 

Representatives of States Members of the United Nations 
or of any of the specialized agencies which are not 
Members of the Agency shall be invited to attend the 
Gcnor.il Conference and may participate without vote on 
matters of dnect concern to lliem. 
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Rule 31. Representatives of the United Nations and of 
the specialized agencies 

RcDrcsentativcs of the United Nations and of the 
specialized agencies shall be entitled to attend sessions of 
the General Conference and to participate without vote 
on matters of common interest between them and the 
Agency. 

Rule 32. Represcmativcs of other international 
organizations 

(a) Representatives of international organizations, other 
than the Untied Nations and the specialized agencies, with 
which an appropriate relationship has been established in 
accordance with Article XVI.A of the Statute shall be 
entitled, if their relationship agreements with the Agency 
so provide, to attend sessions of the General Confetenee 
and to participate without vote on matters of common 
interest between them and the Agency. 
(b) Representatives of non-governmental organizations 
erjoying consultative status with the Agency may attend 
the General Conference in accordance wit'.i such rules as 
the General Conference has approved. 

VI. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Rule 33. Temporary President 

At the beginning of each session of the General Conference 
the delegate from whose delegation the President of the 
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previous session was elected or, in the absence of that 
dele;;'te, the Director General shall preside until the 
Gcneial Conference has elected a President for the session. 

Rule 34. Election of President and Vice-Presidents 

The General Conference shall elect a President and eight 
Vice-Presidents who shall hold office until the close of 
the session at which they arc elected. The Vice-Presidents 
shall be e'octcd, after the election of the Chairtr.er of the 
two Mam Committees of the General Conference, with 
due regaid to equitable geographical representation. 

Rule 35. Acting President 

If the P/osident is absent during a meeting or any part 
thciuof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to 
take hi: place, who, while acting as President, shall have 
the same powers and duties as the President. 

Rule 36. Replacement of the President 

If the President is unable to perform his functions, a new 
?rcsidcnt shall be elected for the unexpned term of office 
of the President. 

Vll. SECRETARIAT 

Rule 37. Duties of the Director General 

Tb? Director General shall act in that capacity-at all 
meetings of the General Conference and of its committees 
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and other subsidiary bodies, or he may designate a member 
of his staff to represent him at any such meetings. The 
Director General or his representative may at any time, 
with the approval of the presiding officer, make oral or 
written statements to such meetings. 

Rule 38 Direction of staff 

The Director General shall provide and direct the staff 
required by the General Conference, its committees and 
other subsidiary bodies and shall be responsible for all 
the necessary arrangements for the meetings of the 
Gencal Conference, its committees and other subsidiary 
bodies 

Rule 39. Duties of the Secretariat 

Unde: the direction of the Director General, the Secretariat 
shall receive, translate, reproduce and distribute documents 
of the General Conference, its committees and ol'.ier 
subsidiary bodies; prepare and circulate summary records 
of meetings and sessions; interpret speeches made at 
meetings; ha"c custody of documents of the General 
Conference m the archives of lite Agency; publish the 
rcpoits of the meetings of the General Conference; 
disuibute all documents of the General Gmleicnce to the 
Members of the Agency; and generally pciform ail other 
work which Ihe General Conference, its committees or 
other subsidiary bodies may require. 
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VIII. COMMITTEES OF THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 

A. General Committee 

Rule 40. General Committee 

At each session the General Conference shall appoint a 
Genera) Committee which shall consist of the President of 
the General Conference, who shall preside, the eight Vice-
Presidents, the Chairmen of the Main Committees and four 
additional members elected by the General Conference. 
If the Piesidenl of the General Conference is absent during 
a meeting of the General Committee or any part thereof, 
he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to preside. 
If any member of the General Committee is absent irom 
a meeting of the General Committee, his delegation sli;'l 
be represented by another member thereof. No two 
members of the General Committee shall be members of 
the same delegaiion, and it shall be so constituted as to 
ensure its representative character. 

Rule 41. Representation in the General Committee 
of bodies other than the Main Committees 

The Chairman of '.ho Board of Governor and the 
Chairmen of committees of the General Conference other 
than the Main Committees may participate without vote 
in ibe meetings of the General Committee. The Chau man 
of the Boaid of Governors and the Chairman of any such 
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committee of the General Conference may designate the 
Vice-Chairman of the body concerned to represent him in 
the General Committee. 

Rule 42. Functions of the General Committee 

(a) The General Committee shall at the beginning of each 
session of the General Conference consider the provisional 
agenda, together with the supplementary list, and shall 
report thereon to the General Conference. It shall 
consider requests, made pursuant to Rules 15 and 19 of 
these Rules, for the inclusion of additional items and shah 
report thereon to the General Conference. In considering 
matters relating to the agenda of the Genera! Confeiencc, 
the GciKtal Committee shall not discuss the substancv of 
any l-em, except insofar as this bears upon the question 
whether ihe General Committee should recommend the 
inclusion of the item in the agenda, Ihe rciection of the 
roquest for inclusion or the inclusion of the item in the 
provisional agenda of a future session, and what piioiily 
dicaik' be recorded to an item the inclusion ot which has 
been recommended. 
(h) The General Committee shall propose to the General 
Conference the allocation of agenda items to committees 
and the establish me ni ot any additional committees which 
it considers necessary. It shall make recommendations to 
the General Conference concerning the closuv; date of 
the session. It may revise the resolutions adopted by tbo 
General Conference, changing their form but not their 
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substance; any such changes shall be reported to the 
General Conference for its consideration. It shall assist 
the President of the General Conference in conducting and 
co-ordinating the work of the General Conference. 

Rule 43. Participation by Members requesting the 
inclusion of items in the agenda 

A Member of the Agency which has no representative in 
the General Committee and which has requested the 
inclusion of an item in the agenda shall be entitled to 
attend any meeting of the General Committee at which its 
request is discussed, and to participate, without vote, in 
the discussion of that item. 

B. Main and other committees 

Rule 44. Creation of commi'tees 

The General Conference may set up such committees as 
it deems necessary for the performance of its functions. 

Rule 4b. Main Committees 

The Main Committees of the General Conference shall be: 
(a) The Programme, Technical and Buuget Committee, 
and 
(b) The Administrative and Legal Committee. 
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Rule 46. Officers and sub-committees 

Each committee of the General Conference shall elect its 
own Chairman and other officers. These officers shall be 
elected on the basis of equitable geographical 
representation experience and personal competence. Each 
committee may set up sub-committees or other subsidiary 
o-gans, which shall elect their own officers. 

Rule 47. Reference of agenda items to committees 

Agenda items relating to the same category of subjects 
sha'l be ielerrcd to the committee or committees dealing 
with thai jotegory of subjects. Committees shall not 
introduce now items on their own initiative. 

IX. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR 
MFDITATION 

Rule 48. Invitation to silent prayer or meditation 

Immediately after the opening of the first plenary meeting 
and immediately preceding the closing of the final plenary 
meeting of each session of the General Conference, the 
presiding officer shall invite the delegates to observe one 
minute of silence dedicated to prayer or meditation. 
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X. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AT PLENARY 
MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

Rule 49. The presiding officer 

The President of the General Conference, or, in hir. 
absence, the Vice-President appointed by him to take his 
place shall be the presiding officer of tlic Gororal 
Conference. 

Rule 50. General powers of the presiding officer 

In addition to exercising the powers which are conferred 
upon him by these Rules, the presiding officer shall 
declare the opening and closing of each meeting of the 
General Conference, shall direct its discussions, ensure 
observance of these Rules, accord the right to speak, put 
questions and announce decisions. He shall rule on points 
of order and, subject to these Rules, shall have control of 
the proceedings of the General Conference and over the 
maintenance of order at its meetings. The presiding 
officer may propose to the General Conference the 
limitation of the time to be allowed tr. speaker:;, (he 
limitation of the number of limes each delegate may spook 
on any question, the closure of the list of speakers or the 
closure of the debate. He may propose the suspension or 
adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of the 
debate on the item under discussion. The piesidmg 
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officer, in the exercise of his functions, shall remain under 
the authority of the General Conference. 

Rule 51. Voting 

The presiding officer shall not vote, but may appoint 
another member of his delegation to vote in his place. 

Rule 52. Public and private meetings 

The meetings of the General Conference, its committees 
and other subsidiary bodies shall be held in public unless 
the body concerned decides that circumstances require 
that the meeting bo held in private. All decisions of the 
Genera! Conference taken at a private meeting shall be 
announced at an early public meeting. At the close of 
each private meeting of committees and other subsidiary 
bodies, the Chairman may issue a communiqu6 through 
the Director General. 

Rule 53. Quorum 

A majority of the Members of the Agency shall constitute 
a quorum at a plenary meeting of the General Conference. 

Rule 54. Speeches 

No delegate may address the General Conference without 
having previously obtained the permission of the presiding 
officer. S.ibjeet to Rule 55 of these Rules, the presiding 
ofliccr sKH c;>U upon speakers in the order in which they 
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signify their desire to speak. The presiding officer may 
call a speaker to order 'f his remarks arc not relevant to 
the subject under discussion. 

Rule 55. Precedence 

The presiding officer may accord precedence to the 
Chairman of the Board of Governors and to the Chairman 
or the Rapporteur of a committee or of any other 
subsidiary body of the General Conference, for the 
purpose of explaining a report or recommendations 
submitted. lie may also accord precedence to the 
Director General. 

Rule 56. Points of order 

During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may rise 
to a point of order, and the point of order shall be 
immediately decided by the presiding officer in accordance 
with these Rules. A delegate m<ty appeal against the ru'ing 
of the presiding officer. The appeal shall be immediately 
put to the vote and the presiding officer's ruling shall 
stand unless overruled by a majority of the Members 
present and voting. A delegate rising to a point of order 
may not speak on the substance of the matter undc.-
discussion. 

Rule 57. Time-limit on speeches 

The General Conference may limit the time to be allowed 
to each speaker and the number of limes each delegate 
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may speak on any question. When debate is limited and 
a delegate has spoken his allotted time, the presiding 
officer shall call him to order without delay. 

Rule 58. Closing of list of speakers 

During the course of a debate the presiding officer may 
announce a list of speakers and, with the consent of the 
General Conference, decljre the list closed. He may, 
however, accord the right of reply to any delegate if a 
speech delivered after the list has been closed makes this 
desirible. 

Rule 59. Adjournment of debate 

Duiing the discussion of any matter, a delegate may move 
the adjournment of (he debate on the item under 
discussion, in addition to the proposer of the motion, 
two delegates may speak >n favour of, and two against, the 
motion, after which the motion shall be immediately put 
to die vote. The presiding officer may limit the time to 
be allowed to speakers under this Rule. 

Rule 60. Closure of debate 

A uelcgctc may at any time move the closure of the 
debate Oi) the item under discussion, whether or not any 
other delegate has signified his wish to speak. Permission 
to speak on the closure of the debate shall be accorded 
only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the 
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motion shall be immediately put to the vote. If the 
General Conference is in favour of the closure, the 
presiding officer shall declare tnc closure of the debate. 
The presiding officer may limit the time to be allowed to 
speakers under this Rule. 

Rule 61. Suspension or adjournment of meeting 

During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may move 
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such 
motions shall not be debated, but shell oc immediately 
put to the vote. The presiding officer may limit the time 
to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or 
adjournment of the meeting. 

Rule 62. Order of procedural motions 

Subject to Rule 56 of these Rules, the following motions 
shall have precedence in the following order over all other 
proposals or motions before the meetings: 
(a) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; 
and 
(dj For the closure of the debate on the item under 
discussion. 

Rule 63. Proposals and amendments 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced 
in writing and handed to the Director General who shall 
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circulate copies to all delegations. As a general rule and 
subject to Rule 67 of these Rules, no proposal shall be 
discussed or put to the vote unless its text has been 
distributed to all delegations not later than the day 
preceding the meeting. The presiding officer may, 
however, permit the discussion and consideration of 
amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though 
these amendments or motions have not been distributed 
or have been distributed the same day. 

Rule (,'(. Decisions on competence 

Subject to Rule 62 of these Rules, any motion calling for 
a decision on the competence of the General Conference 
to rdopl a proposal submitted to it shall be put to the 
^ l e before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 

Rule 65. Withdrawal of proposals 

Any proposal may be withdrawn by its proposer at any 
time before voting upon it lv.s commenced. A proposal 
wluch has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by 
any delegate. 

Rule 66. Reconsideration of proposals and amendments 

'Alien a proposal or amendment has been adopted or 
rejected, it shall not be reconsidered al the sane session 
unless the <iencral Conference, by a two-thirds majority 
o" the Members present and voting, so decides. Permission 
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to speak on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only 
to two speakers opposing the motion, after which it shall 
be immediately put to the vote. 

Rule 67. Proposals involving expenditures 

A proposal involving expenditure by the Agency shall not 
be voted upon in the absence of a report from the 
Director General on the adtninislrathe and *i:nncinl 
implications of the proposal and a repot :7o,n t^o 
appropriate committee of the General Conference. 

XL VOTING 

Rule 68. Voting rights 

Each Member of the Agency shall have one vote in the 
General Conference. 

Rule 69. Two-thirds majority 

The following decisions of the General Conference shall 
rcquue a two-thirds majority of the Members present ?nd 
voting: 
(a) A decision on any financial question; 
(bj A decision on a proposal for amendment to the 
Statute; 
(c) A decision, upon recommendation of the Board of 
Governors, to suspend any Member from the exercise of 
the privileges and riglUs of membership; 
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(a) A decision on amendments to proposals relating to 
matters referred to in this Rule and on parts of such 
proposals put to the vote separately; and 
(e) A decision which, pursuant to Rxiles 15, 19, 66 and 
102 of these Rules, requires a two-thirds majority of the 
Members present and voting. 

Rule 70. Simple majority 

Decisions of the General Conference on other questions, 
including the determination of additional questions or 
categories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds 
majority, shall be made by a majority of the Members 
present and voting. 

flute 71. Meaning of Members present and voting 

For the purpose of these Rules, the phrase "Members 
present and voting" shall mean Members casting a valid 
affirmative or negative vote. Members who abstain from 
voting shall be considered as not voting. 

Rul'' 72. Methods of voting 

lixcepl in elections, the normal method of voting shall be 
by show of hands. Any Member may request a vote by 
roll-ca!i. The roll-call shall be taken in the English 
alphabetical order of the names of Members of the Agency 
cniillro fo vote, beginning with the Member whose name 
i? c'ravi, by lot by the presiding officer. Each delegate 
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present shall reply "yes" <>r " n ° " or "abstention'". The 
result of the vote shall be inserted in the record of the 
meeting. 

Rule 73. Conduct during voting 

After the voting has commenced, no delegate shall 
interrupt the voting except on a point of order in 
connection with the actual conduct of the voting. 

Rule 74. Explanation of vote 

The presiding officer may permit Members to explain their 
votes, either before or after the voting, except when the 
vote is taken by secret ballot. The presiding officer may 
limit the time to be allowed for such explanations. The 
presiding officer shall not permit the proposer of a 
proposal 01 of an amendment to explain his vote on his 
own proposal or amendment. 

Rule 75. Division of proposals and amendments 

A delegate may move that parts of a proposal or of an 
amendment shall be voted on separately. If objection is 
made to the request for division, the motion for division 
shall be voted upon. Permission to speak on the motion 
for division shall be given only to two speakers in favour 
and two speakers against. If the motion for division is 
carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment 
which are subsequently approved sh;>ll be put to the vote 
as a whole. *f all opciative parts of Ihe proposal or of the 
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arrendment have been rejected, the proposal or the 
amendment shall be considered to have been rejected as a 
whole. 

Rule 76. Voting on amendments 

fa) When an amendment to a proposal is moved, the 
amendment shall be voted on first. When two or more 
amendments are moved to a proposal, the General 
Confcicncc shall fiist vote on the amendment deemed by 
the presiding officer to be furthest removed in substance 
from the original proposal and then on the amendment 
next furthest removed therefrom, and so on, unfil all the 
amendments have been put to the vole. Where, however, 
the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the 
rejection of another amendment, the latter amendment 
shall not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments 
are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted 
upon. 
(h) A motion shall be considered an amendment to a 
proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from ot revises part 
of that proposil. 

Rule 77. Voting on proposals 

if two or more proposals relate to the same Question, the 
General Conference shall, unless it decides otherwise, "oto 
on the proposals in the order in which they have been 
submitted. The General Conference may, aflcr each vote 
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next 
proposal. 
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Rule 78. Equally divided votes 

If a vote is equally divided in voting other than elections, 
the proposal voted upon shall be considered as not 
adopted. 

Xll. VOTING IN ELECTIONS 

Rule 79. Secret ballot 

Elecfion of Mombeis to the Board of Governors shall be 
by s-.-crei ballot. There shall be no nominations. Other 
election}, shall be by secret ballot if ten or more Members 
request or if ihe presiding officer so decides. 

Pule SO. Elections to fill on" elective place 

V1.cn only one elective place is to be filled and no 
candidate obtains m the fust ballot the majority required, 
a j-ccond ballot .shall be taken winch shall be testneied to 
the two candidates who obtained the largest numbei of 
votes in the tirst ballot. If in the second ballot (he votes 
arc equally divided, the ptcstdmg officer shall deciJe 
between (he candidates by drawing lots. 

Rule 81. Elections to fill two or more elective places 

When two or more elective places are to be filled at one 
time under the same conditions, those candidates obtaining 
in the first ballot the majority required shall be clec ted. 
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If the number of candidates obtaining the majority 
required is less than the number of elective places to be 
filled, there shall be not more than two ballots in respect 
of each elective place remaining to be filled. If m the first 
ballot for an unfilled elective place no candidate obtains 
tue majority required, a second ballot shall be taken whicli 
shall be restricted to the two candidates who obtained the 
largest number of votes in the first ballot for that elective 
place. If in the second ballot foi that elective place the 
votes are equally divided, the presiding ofiV-er shall decide 
between the candidates by drawing lots. A candidate who 
fails to be elected for any one elective place will be eligible 
for election to any other lemaming elective place. 

XIII. CONDUCT OF MEETINGS OF 
COMMITTEES AND OTHER 
SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

Rule 82. Application of these Rules to committees and 
other subsidiary bodies 

Subject to any decision of the General Conference and 
subject to these Rules, procedures governing the conduct 
of business in committees and other subsidiary bodies of 
the General Conference shall conform as far as is 
appropriate to the rules governing the conduct of business 
at plenary mcetinss of the General Conference. 
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XIV. ELECTIONS TO THE BOARD 
OF GOVERNORS 

Rule 83. Elective places to be filled 

Before the General Conference at each regular session 
proceeds to elections to the Board of Governors, the 
presiding officer shall indicate to the General Conference 
those elective places on the Board which must be f.lled so 
as to ensure thst after the end of that session the Hoard 
will be constituted in accordance with Article Vl.A of the 
Statute. 

Rukbt Balloting 

It.cte shall be a single ballot in respect of all the elective 
place lo be filk-d. The ballot paper shall specify those 
elective places which are to be filled in each geographical 
;'u-a or group of areas in the order that these areas or 
gioups of areas aie referred to in Aiticle VI.A.2 of the 
Statute. However: 
(a) If in this ballot a Membei of the Agency receives the 
majority of votes required for election m respect o<* more 
than one elective place, the Member shall be considered 
elected to whichever of these elective places appears first 
on the ballot paper; or 
(b) If aftci Ihis ballot one or more elective places lomain 
io be filled, further ballots shall be held, lo which the 
provisions in Rule 80 or 81, as appropriate, shall apply. 
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Rule 85. Invalid votes 

In elections to the Board of Governors invalid votes shall 
include those cast for a Member of the Agency: 
(a) Whose term of office as a designated Member will 
begin after the end of the session at which the election is 
being held; 
(b} Whose term of office as an elected Member will not 
expire it the end of the session in which the election is 
being held; 
(c) Which is ineligible under Article Vl.A.2(a) of the 
Statute for re-election; or 
(d) Which is not in that area or group of areas referred to 
in Aiiicle VI.A.2 of the Statute in respect of which the 
election is being held. 

XV. LANGUAGES AND RECORDS 

Rule 86. Official and working languages 

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the 
official languages of Jie General Conference. Knglish, 
French, Russian and Spanish shall be the working 
laagtiages. of the General Conference. Speeches made in 
any one of the wot king languages shall be interpreted into 
1he other working languages. 
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Rule 87. Interpretation from other languages 

Any delegate may make a speech m a language other than 
the working languages provided, however, that if he does 
so he shall himself provide for interpretation into one of 
the working languages. In such cases, interpretation into 
the other working languages by the interpreters of the 
Secretariat may be based on the interpretation provided 
by the delegate. 

Rule 88. Languages of records and important 
documents 

Suinmaiy records of meetings sluli be prepared in the 
working languages. All resolutions and olher impoilanl 
documents shall be made available in the woiking 
languages. 

Rule 89 Records of plenary and committee meetings 

(a) Summary records, m provisional fonn, of all plenary 
meetings of the General Conference and its committees 
shall be prepared by the Secretariat and distributed as 
soon as possible to all Members. Fach Member shall 
inform the Secretariat in writing, not later than fo.'ty-oiglit 
hours alter distribution, of any corrections it wishes to 
have made. The summary lccoids, with such corrections 
incorporated, shall be distributed promptly to Me ubers. 
(b) Delegates may, on special occasions, request that their 
remarks made at a plenary meeting of the Gcne<al 
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Conference be set forth verbatim in the record. Such 
requests may be made at any time not later than forty-
eight hours after distribution in provisional form of the 
summary record of the plenary meeting at which the 
remarks were made and shall be accompanied by a text, in 
one of the working languages, of the remarks to which the 
request relates. 

Ruk- 90. Records of other subsidiary bodies 

The records of meetings of other subsidiary bodies of the 
General Conference shall be prepared in summary form, 
unless the General Conference decides otherwise, or unless 
the subsidiaiy body decides thai no record .snail be kept. 

Rule 91. Distribution of resolutions and other 
important documents 

The texts of all resolutions and other important documents 
shall be distributed by the Secretariat as soon as possible. 

XV!. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Rule 92. Consideration by die General Conference 

A rcct.m.ncndation of the Board of Govcrnois pursuant to 
Article 1V.B of the S'atute for the admission of a State to 
membership in the Agency shell be considered by the 
Gcnerai Conference at its next regular session. If such a 
tccotnmendation is made during a regular session of the 
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General Conference, it shall be considered during that 
session. A State whose application for membership has 
been recommended by the Boaid of Governors may atlenc 
any meeting of the General Conference at which its 
application is discussed, and may 'participate, without 
vote, m the discussion. 

Rule 93. Applicant State not recommended by the 
Board of Governors 

On notification fiom the Board of Governors that it does 
rot recommend an applicant State tor membership, the 
General Conference may reier the matter back to the 
BoaiJ of Governors, together with a full iccoid of the 
discussion..) MeGeneiM Conference, for further discussion 
and recommendation 01 report. 

Rule 94. First budgetary contribution of a new Member 

A new Member shall make a eontiibution io the budget of 
the Agency for the year during which it becomes a 
Member. The amount of such contribution shall be 
determined by the Geneial Conference at the session 
dining which the State's application for membership is 
approved. 

Rule 95. Notification of decision 

The Director Gcneial shall inform a State applying for 
membership of the decision taken by the General 
Conference on its application. 
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Rule 96. Date of admission to membership 

If an application for membership in the Agency is 
approved, the Applicant State shall become a Member of 
the Agency upon the date on which it deposits an 
instrument of acceptance of the Statute with the 
Government of the United States of America. 

XV11. AMENDMENT OF THE STATUTE 

Rule 97. Troposal of amendments 

Amendments to the Statute of the Agency nay be 
proposed by any Member. 

Rule 98. Consideration of amendments 

No proposal for the amendment of the Statute of the 
Agency shall be considered by the General Conference 
unless certified copies of the text of the proposed 
crrendment have been prepared by the Director General 
and sent by him to all Members at least ninety days m 
advance of the session concerned. 

Rule 99. Approval of amendments 

The General Conference shall not take a decision on ary 
amendment to the Statute until it has considered the 
observations submitted by the Board of Governors on 
such am moment. 
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Rule 100. Modification of amendments 

If the General Conference approves a substantive change 
or changes in a proposed amendment of the Statute, tho 
revised amendment shall not be finally acted upon by the 
General Conference until at least ninety days after 
certified copies of the text of the revised amendment 
have been sent by the Director General to a'l Membeis of 
the Agency and the General Conference has constricted 
the observations submitted by the Board of Governors on 
such revised amendment. 

XVJli. AMENDMENT, SUSPENSION AND 
INTERPRETATION OF RULES 

Rule 101. Amendment of Rules 

These Rules may be amended, subject to the provisions 
of the Statute of the Agency and provided that the 
General Conference has leccived a report on such 
amendment from the apptopriate committee, by a decision 
of the General Conference taken by a majority of the 
Members present and voting. 

Rule 102. Suspension of Rules 

Any of these Rules may be suspended, subject to the 
ptovisions of the Statute of the Agency, by a decision of 
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the General Conference taken by a two-thirds majority of 
the Members present and voting. 

Rule 103. Interpretation of Rules 

The description of these Rules in the table of contents and 
the description prefixed to each Rule shall be disregarded 
in the interpretation of these Rules. 
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International oijuni/alion* other than the 
United Nations and its specialized agencies . . . . 32 
Non-govcrmnent.il otgam/atiotis 32 
Slates i ot Mcmbeis ot the Agemy 30 
liw United Nations and lis specialized agenues . 31 

Resolution:) 
Distribution of 91 

Right of General Committee to revise 42(b) 

Right to speak 
OuiWRsotinf, 73 
Limitation:, of M). 54, 57-61,66 
On motion lor 

Adumrii'tieiit of debate 59 
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Closure of debate 60 
Division 75 
Reconsideration 66 
Suspension or adjournment of meeting 61 

On point of order S6 
Order ol speaking 54 

P-isidins officer's power to g'ant precedence. 55 
Pii su'mf, of liver's power to accoid and propose 
lui'iUti.m ot . . . 50 
Relcv.'iivs o! remarks nude 54 
R.Bht i.l r.-pb 58 
rinie-liriil on speevties 57 
Withdraw mi: or reintroducing proposals . . . . t>5 

Roll-call, voting b> 72 

Rules 
Amendment ot . 101 
Inkrprei.'tiop of 103 
Suspension ol . . 102 

s 
Sei rt i ballot . . . . . . 79 

\ • e" p ana'ion of vote . . 74 

Se.?ei trial 
D T I . !.<•.. of ^t j f . . 3* 
(i*i*Ksot Director tien.Tal 37 
Duties o! Seirctan.it 39 

Sessions, rci'iiur 
Ad'ournment "t 9 
Agenda lot see Age—lti (regular KSUOIHI 
Date of 1 
Duration of X 
Notifications of 2 
1'i.ueol 7 
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Sessions, special 
Adioumrocnt of 9 
Agenda for see Agenda (special sessions) 
Date of 5 
Dilution of 8 
Holding of 3 
Notifications of 6 
PUcof 7 
Request l>y Members 4 

Show ol hands, volmg by 72 

Silent prayer or meditation, invitation to 48 

Simple majority, voting by 70 
Specialized agencies 

Notilnalion ot sessions *, 6 
Kcpies.Ttalion of. 31 
Right lo propose agenda items 12(c) 

Speccl-es see Right to speak 
Siatutc, amendments lo 69(b), 97-/00 

Modification ot amendments 100 
Ninety days* advance notitiealion 21. 98 

Subcommittees and other subsidiary bodies 
(.eogiaphual representation on 46 
Pioi ediires governing the conduct of business . . 82 

Supnlci icntary items 13 
Con ̂ deration by General Committee 14.42(a) 

Supplementary list .'<• Supplementary items 
Suspension of meeting 

Motion by delegate tor 61 
Motu.as tor, order of vol>ng on 62 
Proposil l>y otesiding otfieer for 50 

Suspension of Members 69(c) 
Si'vponsun of Rules 102 
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RUIX.S 

T 

Tied votes 
Time-limits 

Additional items 
Amendments to the Statute 
('•uuhitian of provisional agenda 

Regular sessions 
Spei.,tl sessions 

( imitation of reports 
C'omni'r.- ot sessions 

Reguljr sessions 
Speiij' sessions 

Credentials . . . . . . 
Propos.Nan I intendments . . . 
ResoiJs 

Reips.-sS. '•>! * vKiim mordint; 
Siil'iis.^'i-n •>' s u.ei IK ns 

S|-eeJe> 
Stipnle-p ..!,•;> items . 

Two-i)sir!s rujoritv, vo,,iy h> . . . 

u 
IJmtcu Nations 

\ it *i, M'on ot st> .'Mi, r, 6 
K.,vits:o . . . 10,12 
Rep—-et.tjlton of 3i 
R (,itl to propose 01 'etei iten-s or (dilutions . . 12(0) 
R'! fit to propose additional l'etv.s 15,19 
Right to propo-e supplementary items 13 

V 

Vcibatim reproduction of rernrrkx in nconis . , . 81(b) 

78 

IS 
21,98, 

. . . 11 
16 
10 

2 
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.. . . 27 
63 
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Vice-Presidents see President and Vu e-PnstJents 
Voting 

Amendment of Rules, voting on 101 
Conduct during 73 
Division of nioposals and amendments 75 
EquaU) divided votes 78 
Explanation of vole 74 
Majority, simple 70 
Majority, t*o-tlurUb 69.70 
Members present and voting, meaning of 71 
Method of 72 
Order of voting on 

Amendments 76 
Procedural motions 62 
Proposals 77 

Suspension of Rules, voting on 102 
Tied votes 78 
Vote, explanation of 74 
Voting rights 68 

Of presiding officer 51 
Voting In elections 

Elections to fill one elective place bO 
Elections to fill two or more elective places . . . 81 
Secret ballot 79 

vv 
Withdrawal of proposals 65 
Working languages 86-88 89(b) 
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