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ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING* 

Chairman 

Mr. MALU wa KALENGA ( Z a i r e ) , Pres ident of the General Conference 

Members 

Mr. BENNINI (Alger i a ) , Vice-President of the General Conference 

Mr. GEORGE ( A u s t r a l i a ) , Vice-President of the General Conference 

Mr. GOOCH, represent ing Mr. CARTER (Canada), Vice-President of the General 

Conference 

Mr. OTALORA RAMOS (Colombia), Vice-President of the General Conference 

Mr. AL-KITAL, represent ing Mr. Alr-MASHAT ( I r a q ) , Vice-President of the 

General Conference 

Mr. NAKAMURA, represen t ing Mr. KATORI (Japan) , Vice-President of the 

General Conference 

Mr. FELICKI (Poland), Vice-President of the General Conference 

Mr. CROMARME, represen t ing Sir John HILL (United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n 

and Northern I r e l a n d ) , Vice-President of the General Conference 

Mr. GILLQN (Belgian) , Chairman of the Committee of the Whole 

Mr. ZELLE, represent ing Mr. HAUNSCHILD (Federal Republic of Germany), 

Additional Member 

Mr. ROHNSCH, represen t ing Mr. SITZLACK (German Democratic Republ ic) , 

Additional Member 

Mr. RATHORE, represent ing Mr. SETHNA ( I n d i a ) , Additional Member 

Mr. McGILCHRIST (Jamaica), Additional Member 

Mr. EROFEEV, represen t ing Mr. MOROZOV (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ics) , 

Additional Member 

Miss JILLSON, represent ing Mr. MYERS (United S t a t e s of America), 

Additional Member 

Sec re t a r i a t 

Mr. EDWARDS, Di rec tor , Legal Divis ion 

Mr. LE GUELTE, Secre tary of the Committee 

* / The composition of t he General Committee at the twenty-second regu la r 
sess ion w i l l be found in document GC(xXIl)/lNF/l79/Rev.2. 
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA FOR THE MEETING (GC(XXII)/GEN/53) 

1. The agenda proposed for the meeting ( G C ( X X I I ) / 0 E N / 5 3 ) was adopted. 

EXAMINATION OF DELEGATES' CREDENTIALS 

2. The CHAIRMAN informed the Committee t h a t , according to information 

provided by the S e c r e t a r i a t , the Director General had received for the de lega tes 

of 80 Member S ta te s c r e d e n t i a l s which, in h i s opinion, complied with t h e 

provis ions of Rule 27 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference. The 

Sec re ta r i a t had a l so received a number of o f f i c i a l communications - l e t t e r s , 

telegrams and so on — r e l a t i n g t o the s t a t u s of the de legates of 10 Member S ta t e s ; 

none of those communications, however, c o n s t i t u t e d c r eden t i a l s complying with 

the provisions of Rule 27. 

3 . Mr. BENNINI (Alge r i a ) , speaking on behalf of t he African Group, s a id 

t h a t the po l icy of South Africa had been repea tedly condemned by the General 

Conference at i t s va r ious s e s s ions . Since t he s i t u a t i o n had not changed, the 

Algerian delegat ion could not accept the South African de l ega t ion ' s c r eden t i a l s and 

urged the Committee not t o recognize them. The quest ion was not simply a t echn ica l 

one; i t was t imely and appropr ia te t o record the extent t o which Member S ta te s 

upheld the p r i n c i p l e s se t fo r th i n the Agency's S t a t u t e . South A f r i c a ' s po l icy 

contravened the provis ions of Ar t i c l e IV.B of the S t a tu t e , which s t a t e d i n t e r a l i a 

t h a t S ta tes must ac t i n accordance with the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s of the 

Charter of the United Nat ions . The Algerian de lega t ion l ikewise refused t o 

recognize the c r e d e n t i a l s of the delegates of Chile and South Korea. 

4 . Mr. McGILCHRIST (Jamaica) assoc ia ted himself with the African Group 

countr ies in condemning South Afr ica ' s po l i cy of apar the id and refus ing t o 

recognize the c r e d e n t i a l s of t ha t count ry ' s de l ega t ion . Jamaica had cons tan t ly 

denounced South A f r i c a ' s po l icy , which c o n s t i t u t e d a crime against humanity. 

5. Mr. AL-KITAL ( I r aq ) s a id tha t he wholeheartedly supported t he Algerian 

and Jamaican d e l e g a t e s ' observat ions regarding South Africa and he urged the 

Committee t o r e j ec t the c r eden t i a l s of the South African de legat ion . 

6. Mr. RATHORE ( India) associa ted himself with the observat ions of the 

represen ta t ives of Alger ia , Jamaica and I r a q concerning the c r eden t i a l s of the 

South African de lega t ion . 

7 . Mr. RCflNSCH (German Democratic Republ ic) , Mr. EROFEEV (Union of Soviet 

Soc ia l i s t Republics) and Mr. FELICKI (Poland) s a id t h a t they too could not 

accept the South African de l ega t ion ' s c r e d e n t i a l s , nor those of the Chilean and 

South Korean de l ega t ions . 
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8. Miss JILLSON (United S t a t e s of America) r e c a l l e d t h a t her Government 

had on many occasions condemned the p rac t i ce of apa r the id , and shared the view 

of those delegat ions which reproved t h a t po l icy . However, she considered t h a t 

i t was not up t o the General Committee t o pass judgement on the p o l i t i c a l systems 

of t h e Agency's Member S t a t e s ; t he Committee's t a s k was simply t o report t o t h e 

General Conference on whether t he c reden t i a l s submitted by the Governments of 

Member S ta te s complied with t he provis ions of Rule 27 of the Rules of Procedure. 

9 . Mr. CROMARTIE (United Kingdom), Mr. ZELLE ( Indera l Republic of 

Germany), Mr. GEORGE ( A u s t r a l i a ) , Mr. GOOCH (Canada), Mr. NAKAMURA (Japan) and 

Mr. OTALORA RAMOS (Colombia) fu l ly endorsed the view expressed by the United 

S t a t e s de legat ion . 

10. The CHAIRMAN sa id t h a t the Committee would understand what views he , 

as t h e represen ta t ive of an African country, held i n t he mat ter of apar theid , 

but he f e l t t ha t h i s off ice prevented him from express ing them. He suggested 

t h a t t h e Committee follow es t ab l i shed p rac t i ce and submit to t h e General Conference a 

r epo r t s imi la r i n form and substance to those of previous y e a r s . The repor t would 

s t a t e t h a t t he General Committee had met i n order t o examine d e l e g a t e s ' c r e d e n t i a l s 

pursuant t o Rule 27 of t he Rules of Procedure, would record the views expressed 

during the discussions and would contain a l i s t of Member S ta te s which had sub­

mi t ted c r eden t i a l s complying with the requirements of Rule 27 as well as a l i s t 

of those whose c r eden t i a l s had f a i l e d t o do s o . 

1 1 . Mr. ERQFEET (Union of Soviet Soc ia l i s t Republics) noted t h a t seven 

de lega t ions had spoken i n favour of accepting South Af r i ca ' s c r eden t i a l s and 

seven o thers against doing so} he thought tha t the Chairman should voice h i s 

views on the mat ter , so as t o provide a majority on one s ide or the other and 

enable a repor t t o be prepared accordingly. 

12. Mr. GILLON (Chairman of the Committee of t he Whole) sa id tha t 

ob jec t ive ly t he re was no doubt t h a t the c reden t i a l s submitted by South Africa 

were acceptable , s ince they complied with the provis ions of the Rules of Procedure. 

1 3 . The CHAIRMAN considered t h a t t he Rules of Procedure expressly ru led out 

h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the substance of any d i scuss ion . 

14. Mr. ERmnasv (Union of Soviet Soc i a l i s t Republics) wished t o know on what 

Rule the Chairman based h i s view. 
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15. Mr. EDWARDS (Director, I«egal Division) referred the delegate of the 

Soviet Union to Rule 51 of the Rules of Procedure, according to which "the 

presiding officer shall not vote", and to Rule 82, which provided that, as far 

as was appropriate, the Rules governing the conduct of business at plenary 

meetings of the General Conference should likewise govern the conduct of business 

in committees and other subsidiary bodies of the Conference. Thus, Rule 51 

applied in that way to the business of the General Committee. Throughout the 

Agency's existence, the question whether the Chairman could adopt a position 

of substance on any matter had arisen only in 1961; and on the occasion in 

question the Chairman had not taken part in the vote. 

16. Mr. EKQFEEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) noted that Rule 82 

was fairly flexible in that it used the wording "as far as is appropriate". 

However, the Soviet delegation would accept the Chairman's decision. 

17. The CHAIRMAN deemed it in the interests of the General Committee's 

work not to prolong discussion on a procedural matter. He thought it better for 

him to abstain from speaking on the substance of the question. That being so, 

he took it that the Board would accept his earlier suggestion concerning the 

preparation of the Committee's report to the General Conference. 

18. It was so decided. 




