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GENERAL DEBATE AND ANNUAL REPORT TOR 1977 (continued) 

1. Mr. BARABAS (Czechoslovakia) recalled -that the Agency played a v i t a l 
role in the maintenance of peace by furthering international detente and general 
disarmament. In that connection, he stressed the importance of the peace 
in i t ia t ives of the Soviet Union taken under the leadership of Mr. L . I . Brezhnev, 
General-Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union and President of the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, in an 
effort to put an end to nuclear armaments, bring about disarmament, achieve 
detente, strengthen international security and ensure the independence of 
nations. 

2. He referred to the proposals submitted to the United Nations by the Soviet 
Union in connection with the prohibition of new weapons of mass destruction, 

the convening of a world disarmament conference and a declaration on the in tens i ­
fication and reinforcement of international detente, and to the unequivocal stand 
taken by the representatives of the Soviet Union at the recent special session 
of the United Nations on disarmament. I t was for those reasons that the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, along with the other peace-loving countries, 
laid emphasis on a l l the progressive aspects of the Agency's act ivi ty. 
Czechoslovakia's foreign policy was based on the Pinal Act of the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Europe and was opposed to anything which would tend 
to distort or degrade i t s meaning. His country would follow the same course in 
participating in the Agency's international ac t iv i t i e s . 

3. I t was in the content of the cause of detente that Czechoslovakia followed 
the development of the international situation and i t condemned whatever was 
detrimental to that cause. All constructive trends should apply in the military 
domain as well so that detente could make even further progress. In a period of 
more than 20 years the Agency had become not only an instrument of scientific and 
technical development and co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy but 
also a guarantor of the efforts made in that direction. 

4 . The current year marked an epoch, for i t was the tenth anniversary of the 
adoption of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)i/ by the 
United Nations. Recalling the basic provisions of NPT, he said his country was 
aware of the importance of that instrument and considered i t essential that the 
Treaty should be made universal. Up to the present, 104 Governments, including 
three nuclear Powers (the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and the United States) 

1 / Reproduced in document INPCIRC/14O. 
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had signed i t but certain other nuclear Powers and countries which possessed or 
would soon possess the means of producing nuclear weapons s t i l l remained outside 
the Treaty. That situation was obviously a matter of concern to a l l forces of 
peace. 

5. As for the Agency's immediate act ivi t ies in the area of safeguards and 
control, there were grounds for criticism in connection with the safeguards 
agreement concluded with the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM), the 
implementation of which represented the most difficult task before the 
Secretariat. Czechoslovakia approved the changes which had been introduced in 
the Agency's act ivi t ies in the safeguards sector and the measures adopted during 
the reorganization of the Department of Safeguards, including the creation of 
two Divisions of Operations and a Division of Safeguards Information Treatment; 
i t also stressed the need to increase the staff of the safeguards evaluation 
section. Although i t was true that problems s t i l l persisted and that after 
ten years not a l l countries had acceded to NPT, a system of international con­
t ro l without precedent had been established. The Agency's safeguards embraced 
nearly a l l countries which engaged in nuclear ac t iv i t i es , and were applied to 
some 600 nuclear f ac i l i t i e s . S t i l l further progress needed to be made so that 
the way could be opened for solving the great problems facing the world of 
today. 

6. The Agency was preparing a draft convention on the physical protection of 
nuclear material which should become a powerful weapon in the control of 
nuclear terrorism, which Czechoslovakia like other peace-loving countries 
unreservedly condemned. Such a convention deserved the support of the 
greatest possible number of countries. 

7. At the International Conference on Nuclear Power and i t s Fuel Cycle, 
organized by the Agency at Salzburg in 1977, i t had been shown that nuclear 
power, in spite of the current diff icul t ies , was likely to be in the forefront 
of the energy programmes of the developed and developing countries because i t 
alone could replace fossil fuels. For more than 20 years, the nuclear power 
stations now in operation had given proof- of exceptional safety. The 
cooperative action organized by the Agency to solve the problems of safety, 
environmental protection and physical protection of nuclear material should 
therefore be intensified. 
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8 . Czechoslovakia welcomed t h e growth of t he In t e rna t iona l Nuclear Information 

System (INIS) and the r e s u l t s i t had achieved. I t was pleased to note t h a t 

50 Member S t a t e s and 13 i n t e r n a t i o n a l organiza t ions were a l ready p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

i n INIS and t h a t the number of items processed, which was a l ready 70 000 per 

annum, was cont inuing to i n c r e a s e . 

9 . His country was also i n t e r e s t e d i n t echn ica l a s s i s t ance and appreciated the 

S e c r e t a r i a t ' s work i n t h a t sphere . I t was confident t h a t t he S e c r e t a r i a t would 

make the bes t use of t h e resources a v a i l a b l e t o i t . In t h a t connection, he 

drew a t t e n t i o n t o t h e importance of t h e app l i ca t ion of safeguards i n connection 

with t h e provis ion of t echnica l a s s i s t a n c e , espec ia l ly where t h e t r a n s f e r of s o -

ca l led s e n s i t i v e technologies was concerned, for t echnica l a s s i s t a n c e should i n 

no case r e s u l t i n p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 

10. His country was of fer ing to ac t as host to two specia l meetings of t he 

Agency i n 1979; i t also proposed t o con t r ibu te 300 000 Czechoslovak crowns to 

t he t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance fund, t o make ava i l ab l e f ive long-term fellowships i n 

higher educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , four annual fellowships for work a t i n s t i t u t e s 

of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences o r o the r research i n s t i t u t e s associa ted 

with t he Czechoslovak nuclear programme and, a l s o , t o make add i t i ona l funds 

ava i l ab le for t h e t h r e e annual fel lowships provided through t h e United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP). 

1 1 . Mr. GARCIA-LOPEZ SANTAOLALLA (Mexico) sa id he had s tud ied very 

carefu l ly t he annual report submitted by the Director General and wished to 

make the following observat ions . 

12. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Atomic Energy Agency continued to be t he p r inc ipa l 

i n t e rna t i ona l au thor i ty deal ing with mat te rs of co-operation and control i n 

the a rea of the peaceful appl ica t ion of nuc lear energy. The Mexican Government 

therefore considered t h a t the decision-making machinery of t h e Agency should 

always involve a l l Member S t a t e s , as the decis ions taken were of primary 

concern t o them. 

13 . For t h a t reason Mexico had proposed tha t the work of the In t e rna t i ona l 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluat ion (INFCE) be co-ordinated by the Agency, thereby 

acknowledging the grea t experience of the Sec re t a r i a t in tha t a rea . The 

Mexican Government wished to take t h a t opportuni ty t o thank the Agency f o r i t s 

u n t i r i n g e f f o r t s in connection with the INFCE programme. Mexico had 
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pa r t i c ipa t ed in t h r ee HJFCE working groups and was following very c lose ly and 

with great i n t e r e s t the progress being made. Mexico considered t h a t , although 

the r e s u l t s and recommendations of t h a t study might not involve any obl iga t ion 

on the par t of the i n t e rna t i ona l community, many of the quest ions under study 

came within t h e Agency's province, so t h a t the f i n a l repor t s of t h e var ious 

INFCE working groups could prove of grea t value for the Agency's fu tu re 

a c t i v i t i e s . 

14. I t could be seen from the annual repor t t h a t the Agency had i n t e n s i f i e d 

i t s a c t i v i t i e s f o r t he benef i t of Member S t a t e s as regards both co-opera t ive 

ventures and safeguards . That had i n e v i t a b l y r e su l t ed in an apprec iable increase 

in the con t r ibu t ions which Member S ta te s would have t o make f o r 1979. The 

Mexican Government was aware tha t t h a t inc rease was associated with the Agency's 

ambitious work programme and with monetary phenomena over which i t had no 

c o n t r o l . Mexico was resolved to f u l f i l i t s ob l iga t ions as soon as the Mexican 

Congress had given the approval required by law. 

15 . The Mexican delegat ion was g r a t i f i e d a t the r e s u l t s achieved by the Agency 

in the peaceful uses of nuc lear energy and remained convinced t h a t with a s t rong 

p o l i t i c a l w i l l on the pa r t of Member S t a t e s i t would be poss ib le t o acce le ra te 

economic and soc i a l development, p a r t i c u l a r l y in the developing c o u n t r i e s . In 

t h a t connection he r eca l l ed t h a t a t the inaugural meeting of the four th sess ion 

of t he World Food Council , held r ecen t ly i n Mexico, the Pres ident of Mexico had 

s t r e s sed the importance of seeking ways of deploying the resources made ava i l ab le 

by the app l ica t ion of disarmament measures fo r more worthy causes such as solving 

t h e world food problem. He also r e c a l l e d t h e statement made by Pres iden t Lopez 

P o r t i l l o on 17 May 1978, during h i s o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o t he Soviet Union, t o t he 

effect t h a t t h e app l i ca t i on of t he Treaty fo r t he Proh ib i t ion of Nuclear Weapons 
2 / 

i n La t in America ( the T la te lo lco Trea ty ) - ' should be extended t o l i m i t i n g con­

vent ional armaments i n La t in America. Subsequently, Mr. Santiago Roel , t he 

Mexican Minis te r of Foreign Af fa i r s , had proposed to t h e Foreign Affa i r s 

Minis ters of o t h e r Member Sta tes of t h e Organizat ion of American S t a t e s t h a t 

nego t i a t ing machinery be es tabl i shed fo r agree ing on the l i m i t a t i o n o r p r o h i b i ­

t i o n of c e r t a i n conventional weapons. 

2 / Reproduced i n IAEA Legal Ser ies No. 9 (STl/PUB/387). 
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16. He informed the General Conference that the objective laid down in the 
Tlatelolco Treaty was on the point of being attained, with the creation of the 
world's f i r s t denuclearized inhabited zone. When the Treaty had f i rs t been 
proposed, the majority of nations had regarded i t as Utopian and many were 
convinced of the impossibility of establishing such a denuclearized zone. Now, 
after 11 years, that objective was close to being attained and even exceeded, 
as the Organization for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America 
(OPANAL) had ini t iated a study of machinery for promoting the use of nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes. Thus OPANAL. by virtue of the experience i t 
had acquired and the co-operation agreement i t had concluded with the Agency, 
was destined to become an organization for regional planning and a Latin 
American information centre with the task of co-ordinating the efforts of and 
assisting Latin American countries wishing to carry out energy projects. I t s 
function was not just to supervise the s t r ic t application of the prohibition 
of nuclear weapons provided for in the Tlatelolco Treaty but also to stimulate 
co-operation between a l l Latin American States in regard to the transfer of 
peaceful nuclear technology on that continent. 

17. That sp i r i t had led the General Conference of OPANAL, at i t s fifth regular 
session, to adopt unanimously a draft resolution calling on i t s Secretary 
General to propose concrete measures for launching a programme of co-operation 
in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and requesting members to supply the 
information necessary for compiling an inventory of requirements. 

18. The Mexican Government, within the framework of negotiations aimed at 
achieving general and complete disarmament under international control, 
commencing with nuclear disarmament, supported the principle of non-proliferation 
of nuclear weapons as one of the most effective measures for achieving that 
objective. To that end Mexico based i t s position on three international 
instruments: the Statute of the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America. 
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19. Mexico was willing to participate in negotiating procedures for 
strengthening safeguards machinery and to renounce any possibil i ty of 
carrying out nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes, provided that such 
renunciation were part of a global agreement involving a complete ban on 
any type of nuclear t e s t . 

20. The Tlatelolco Treaty should serve to ensure that the measures required 
to bring about the development of nuclear energy in the region were adopted 
through the establishment of complete sub—regional cycles or by means of 
special agreements. All the same, each country should continue to develop 
i t s own peaceful nuclear technology. That objective would only be attainable, 
however, once a clear policy for the peaceful ut i l izat ion of nuclear energy 
had been laid down. 

21. The Government of Mexico had already informed the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations that i t supported the convening, under the auspices of the United 
Nations system, of one or several international conferences concerned with 
promoting international co-operation in the peaceful application of nuclear 
energy in accordance with the objectives of Resolution 32/50, approved by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations on 8 December 1977. In that connection, 
the Mexican Government had proposed that , before such conferences were convened, 
a working group comprised of representatives of a certain number of Member 
States of the Agency, selected on the basis of equitable geographical d i s t r i ­
bution, be set up. That group would be given the responsibility of preparing 

a draft convention on the peaceful ut i l izat ion of nuclear energy for economic 
and social development which would be submitted for examination and approval 
by the General Assembly. 

22. In conclusion he said that one of the objectives of Mexico's foreign policy 

was to render support to international organizations. He pledged his 

Government's continued support for the International Atomic Energy Agency in 

the belief that , acting in concert with other organizations, i t would perform 

even bet ter the tasks for which i t had been set up. 
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23. Mr, NORD (Norway) called attention to the work on nuclear energy 
in Norway, which had started 30 years ear l ier , and had to do mainly with the 
OECD reactor at Halden. That project, which had been made possible by 
continued international support, had been a f e r t i l e source of information 

on fuel uti l ization and management and had provided a basis for improving 
the surveillance and control of reactor operations. Norway had had early 
access to irradiation and isotope techniques and had been able to contribute 
to progress in neutron physics. 

24. In the past, Norway had covered a large part of i t s energy requirements by 
drawing on i t s own traditional- resources. Oil from the continental shelf in 
the North Sea had brought about a further improvement and, thus far, his country 
had had no need of nuclear energy. In spite of the country's abundant water 
resources, thermal power could offer certain economic advantages and, at the 
request of the National Assembly, his Government had in 1976 appointed a com­
mittee to carry out a general study on the question of nuclear energy. The 
committee had already drafted i t s report, which would probably be submitted to 
the National Assembly at the beginning of October 1978 to serve as the basis 
for a debate on the possible introduction of nuclear energy in Norway in the 

eighties. 

25. His country was more concerned with the Agency's regulatory functions 
than with i t s promotional ac t iv i t ies . Norway considered that the Agency 
should be provided with al l the means necessary to accomplish i t s safeguards 
tasks; i t realized, however, that the regulatory and promotional ac t iv i t ies 
had to be harmonized. 

26. The Norwegian delegation noted with satisfaction that several safeguards 
agreements, including that between the Agency, EUHATOM and the United Kingdom, 
had entered into force, and that an Agreement between the Agency, EURATOM and 
Prance had been concluded. He reiterated the hope that the safeguards agree­
ment between the Agency, EURATOM and the non-nuclear-weapon States Members of 
EDRATOM would become fully implemented during the current year. He sincerely 
hoped that the Agency would have adequate resources at i t s disposal to ensure 
the s t r i c t application of safeguards, in spite of the increase in work-load, 
and the engagement of properly qualified inspectors. 
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27. With reference to budgetary matters, he said he shared the misgivings of 

other delegates in regard to the budget increase, although the 1979 budget was 

an exceptional one because of inflation, the declining dollar, and the extra 

expenses in connection with the move of Headquarters, in addition to the 

increase in the volume of safeguards work. Taking a l l those things into 

account, the Norwegian Government was ready to support the budget proposals 

for 1979. 

28. In conclusion, he wished to emphasize his country's interest in the Agency's 
act ivi t ies relating to nuclear safety and environmental protection, and 
especially the drafting of codes of practice and safety manuals, and in the work 
of INIS. Norway also hoped that the Agency would establish an international 
system for the management and storage of plutonium and possibly of spent fuel, 
and that i t would consider the possible revision when appropriate of i t s recom­
mendations regarding the dumping of radioactive waste in the sea. Norway also 
had a keen interest in the elaboration of a convention on the physical protec­
t ion of nuclear materials and in the results of INFCE. 

29. Mr. OSZTROVSZKI (Hungary) said that the main objectives of his 
country's foreign policy were: the strengthening of peace and security through­
out the world, and the maintenance of international detente to help reinforce 
European safety, expand international co-operation and contribute to the success 
of the Agency's ac t iv i t i e s . The Hungarian Government was therefore co­
operating with a l l countries working on behalf of detente; similarly, i t was 
opposed to any action which could threaten detente. Peaceful co-existence and 
dStente were in i t s eyes the only means of preserving world peace. 

30. Hungary hoped that the special session of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations had given new impetus to the disarmament negotiations. His country 

would continue to support the extension of NPT and the strengthening of the 

Agency's safeguards system. I t was following with interest the three-Power 

talks on the complete cessation of nuclear weapons tes t ing . I t also supported 

the proposal of the Soviet Union to include on the agenda of the regular session 

of the General Assembly of the United Nations an item relating to an i n t e r ­

national convention on the strengthening of guarantees for the safety of non— 

nuclear-^weapon States. In his country's opinion i t was becoming increasingly 
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important to draft an international agreement prohibiting the development and 
manufacture of new types of weapons, and Hungary also thought that neutron 
weapons should be prohibited. 

31. The Hungarian delegation was satisfied with the contents of the Agency's 
annual report for 1977 • I t believed that the programme for 1979-80 took due 
account of the needs of Member States and would contribute to the development 
of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

32. Scientific and technical co-operation was a very important; field of 
ac t iv i ty . The previous year, the Agency had contributed to that co-operation 
by organizing the Salzburg Conference, the conclusions of which were to the 
effect that the satisfaction of mankind's future needs depended on the u t i l i ­
zation of atomic energy. The Conference had drawn attention to those problems 
- primarily in the nuclear fuel cycle and radioactive waste disposal areas - in 
the solution of which the Agency had an important part to play. 

33. In view of the success of the Salzburg Conference, Hungary recommended that 
the organization of conferences on the peaceful ut i l izat ion of atomic energy 
which were convened by a decision of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
should be entrusted to the Agency. As a f i r s t step, such a conference should, 
i f possible, be held in Vienna, the seat of the Agency's Headquarters. 

34. The Agency's technical assistance programme was making a decisive contri­
bution to the development of nuclear technology in individual countries; 
Hungary supported the Agency's technical assistance ac t iv i t ies and would make 
a voluntary contribution of one million forints to the General Fund. His 
country was satisfied with the use made by the Agency of the Type I I fellowships 
placed at i t s disposal. 

35. The Hungarian delegation supported the idea of long-term projects, which 
should make i t possible to provide technical assistance for operations on a 
broad scale. The Secretariat was to be complimented on the work i t had done 
in that connection. 

36. In Hungary's view, there was no incompatibility between technical assistance 
and the regime inst i tuted by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT), i . e . the Agency's efforts to ensure that the assistance i t gave 
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was used for peaoeful purposes. For that reason, States party to NPT should 

enjoy priori ty in the granting of technical assistance. 

37. The Agency had a decisive role to play in preventing the proliferation 

of nuclear weapons and in strengthening international control in that area. 

Hungary hoped that the NPT would become universal in application. 

38. Delays in the application of the safeguards agreement concluded with 

the EURATOM countries were damaging to international co-operation and, in 

fact, to the Agency's authority. Hungary believed that a single safeguards 

system should apply to a l l non-nuclear-weapon States. 

39. A prerequisite for the satisfactory implementation of safeguards and 
granting of technical assistance was the availabili ty of adequate budgetaiy 
resources and the i r rational employment. In that connection, Hungary was 
deeply dismayed at the serious damage done to the Agency by the depreciation 
of certain currencies. The Agency was constantly having to revise i t s budget 
allocations and that made i t difficult for Member States to evaluate the 

new budget. Nevertheless, Hungary accepted a l l the obligations resulting 
from that budget. It did not think the Agency's difficulties could be over­
come by modifying the method of constituting the different funds and was in 
favour of the current system being maintained. 

40. Hungary thought that , with i t s existing composition, the Board of 
Governors guaranteed proper representation of the different geographic areas 
and that there was no reason to modify the Statute in that connection. 

41. The Hungarian delegation regarded the Agency's co-operation with the 
United Nations, the Ebod and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and the World Health Organization as highly useful and frui tful . I t s co­
operation with the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) was just 
as important. A report issued by the CMEA Secretariat had drawn at ten­
tion to the results of co-operation between socialist countries in the peace­
ful uses of atomic energy. CMEA's long—term programmes were a guarantee of 
optimum conditions for the development of nuclear energy. 

42. Hungaiy, +00, had achieved much in the peaceful applications of atomic 

energy. Construction of the f i r s t nuclear power station at Paks on the Danube 

was proceeding apace. A new centre for the storage of radioactive waste 
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had been put into operation during the current year and the participants in a 

study tour organized by the Agency would be vis i t ing i t shortly. A faci l i ty 

for the radiation s ter i l iza t ion of medical products and equipment had also been 

put into service. 

43. Many Hungarian research inst i tutes were working under contract with the 
Agency, especially on questions of agricultural interest to developing countries. 
For example, a new, improved variety of r ice had just been developed in Hungary. 
A course on the applications of neutron generators had just been completed; i t 
had attracted participants from al l parts of the world. 

44. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the work of the 22nd regular 

session would prove fruitful . 

45. Mr. CARTER (Canada), referring to the special session which the United 
Nations Organization had devoted to disarmament, said his country believed that 
a consensus had been reached on a positive programme of action and that the 
special session had marked a step forward in the international effort to prevent 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons, both horizontal and ver t ica l . The 
Canadian Government was convinced that a further spread of nuclear weapons 
would seriously diminish world security and that i t was the duty of a l l 
Governments to pursue policies based on the presumption that proliferation 
could be stopped. He hoped the international community would continue to 
support the Agency's efforts in that direction. 

46. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons remained the main 
instrument by which \he international community confirmed i t s commitment to 
oppose the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to share the benefits of the 
peaceful applications of nuclear energy. The number of States which had signed 
NPT and concluded safeguards agreements with the Agency was increasing. For 
i t s part, Canada adhered firmly to the two principles which had inspired the 
Treaty and on which the Agency's Statute was based. Nuclear energy, which was 
l ikely to play an important part in helping more and more countries to meet 
their increasing needs for energy, was the product of an ever-evolving tech­
nology. I t was essential that the world community should realize that fact 
and ensure that nuclear technology was applied in the service of peace, health 
and prosperity throughout the world and that i t was not employed for military 
purposes. 
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47. Those were the considerations which had led Canada to take an active part 
in the work of INPCE, which had started in Washington in November 1977. The 
task of INPCE was to make an evaluation of the various nuclear fuel cycle tech­
nologies and of their associated proliferation r i s k s . The evaluation would be 
useful both to countries which had already decided to produce nuclear energy 
and to those which were considering the possibil i ty of doing so. 

48. However, the development of nuclear techniques had to go hand-in-hand with 
the development of safeguards techniques, since the Agency had to apply safe­
guards to installations which were increasing not only in number but also in 
complexity, and which required new safeguards methods. The Agency therefore 
had to assume greater responsibilit ies than in the past and consequently 
needed additional resources. I t would be able to accomplish i t s mission only 
i f i t enjoyed the support of a l l Member States. I t could be assured of the 
support of Canada. 

49. He noted with satisfaction that the Federal Republic of Germany was making 

a substantial contribution for research and development in safeguards technology. 
Since the United States of America and Canada were also working in that area in 
collaboration with the Agency, the l a t t e r would be bet ter able to carry out i t s 
tasks. 

50. Canada had participated in the Agency's promotional act ivi t ies by sending 
many of i t s specialists to meetings of technical committees and advisory groups 
and to symposia organized by the Agency. I t had participated in the technical 
assistance programme and in the discussions relat ing to the guiding principles 
and general operating rules of that programme. 

51. The Agency's budget for 1979 represented a considerable increase over that 
for 1978. Since many countries - including Canada - were following a policy 
of fiscal restraint , the Agency's budget for I98O would have to be carefully 
scrutinized from the point of view of the selection of priority ac t iv i t ies , 
since the proposed increase for 1979 should not be allowed to become a regular 
event. Canada would continue to support the Agency in i t s essential programmes, 
but the Agency, on i t s side, would have to set pr ior i t ies i f the current 
financial difficult ies persisted. 
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52 . Recently, Canada had nego t ia ted , or renegot ia ted , b i l a t e r a l safeguards 

agreements and nuclear co-operat ion agreements with more comprehensive s a f e ­

guards p rov i s ions . His country recognized, however, t h a t t h e r e were l i m i t s 

t o t he con t r ibu t ion t h a t u n i l a t e r a l ac t ion could make, and t h a t the r e a l 

so lu t ion was to be found in i n t e r n a t i o n a l co l l abo ra t ion . The Canadian 

Government proposed to do i t s utmost to he lp i n working out supply assurances 

and cons t r a in t s as par t of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l system of n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n . His 

country would continue to p a r t i c i p a t e i n INFCE and to give i t s fu l l support 

t o Agency a c t i v i t i e s . 

53 . Mr. de CARYALHO (Braz i l ) reminded the delegates t h a t world petroleum 

and gas reserves would soon be exhausted - a circumstance which had led the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c i e n t i f i c and technologica l community to look i n t o a l t e r n a t i v e 

energy sources . Such sources would have t o be developed before the end of the 

century; and, i n order to ensure a smooth t r a n s i t i o n , vigorous e f fo r t s towards 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion would have t o be made. Of the var ious new sources 

of energy, nuc lear energy had the advantage of being p r a c t i c a l l y inexhaus t ib le ; 

a dec is ive choice in i t s favour should therefore be made now. 

54« In addi t ion t o the energy c r i s i s which confronted many S t a t e s , the re was 

a growing technological gap between developed and developing coun t r i e s . Only 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l co l labora t ion would enable them to close t h a t gap; the 

In t e rna t i ona l Atomic Energy Agency had a major t ask e s p e c i a l l y in t h a t 

connection. 

55 . The Agency's two main t a sks were the provis ion of t e chn i ca l ass i s tance and 

the implementation of safeguards. The two types of a c t i v i t y were no t , however, 

of equal i n t e r e s t to a l l c o u n t r i e s . Although the developing count r ies whole­

hear ted ly supported the Agency's safeguards programme, they f e l t t ha t technical 

a s s i s t ance was e s s e n t i a l to them i f they were to emerge from t h e i r present 

s t a t u s of consumers of advanced technology supplied by the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d 

n a t i o n s . The l a t t e r , on the o t h e r hand, l a i d s t r e s s on t he Agency's safeguards 

a c t i v i t i e s and were l e s s concerned with the supply of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . He 

endorsed the Di rec tor General ' s appeal t o a l l Member S ta tes t o increase t h e i r 

voluntary cont r ibu t ions t o the t echn ica l ass i s tance programme. 
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56, As par t of the programme, t he Agency had, s ince 1975, been organizing 

nuclear power projec t t r a i n i n g courses which the B r a z i l i a n Government deemed 

extremely useful for a l l developing c o u n t r i e s . By the end of t h e current year , 

530 p a r t i c i p a n t s from some 36 count r ies i n t h a t category would have at tended 

them. B r a z i l was pleased to note t h e expansion of Agency a c t i v i t i e s i n t h a t 

f i e ld and t h e fact t h a t they had become a main component of t he Agency's 

t r a i n i n g programme. The Agency should continue i t s e f for t s on those l i n e s , 

s ince t he organiz ing of such courses was a measure of i t s read iness to respond 

to Member S t a t e s ' requirements . 

57« A s e c t o r i n which the Agency's a s s i s t ance would be the most e f fec t ive was 

tha t of uranium resources a v a i l a b i l i t y . Any country having a nuclear power 

programme must i n the f i r s t place assess i t s uranium resources i n order t o 

determine whether i t was s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t i n them or would have t o import f u e l . 

Because of t he energy c r i s i s , p rospec t ing had been stepped up i n a l l regions 

of the world. The developing count r ies were where most of t h e zones not 

h i t he r to prospected were loca ted , and i t was i n them t h a t a l a r g e par t of t h e 

future rese rves were sure to be found. For t he past two y e a r s , t he Agency 

had been r ece iv ing a growing number of reques ts for t echn ica l a s s i s t ance i n 

uranium explora t ion and product ion. I t was indeed providing some as s i s t ance 

in tha t f i e l d - l a rge ly thanks to s u b s t a n t i a l funds made a v a i l a b l e through 

UHDP. However, i t had s t i l l not given due a t t e n t i o n to the importance of 

uranium prospec t ing , desp i te tha t a c t i v i t y ' s place i n the nuclear power p r o ­

grammes of most Member S ta tes - a point to which he wished to draw the 

S e c r e t a r i a t ' s a t t e n t i o n . 

58, He congratula ted t he Deputy Di rec to r General for Technical Assis tance and 

Publ ica t ions on the c lea r and p rec i se information given i n the repor t on t he 

provision of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance for 1977. I n order b e t t e r t o implement t h a t 

programme, B r a z i l , as soon as the r e l evan t proposal had been put t o i t , had 

appointed an o f f i ce r for l i a i s o n between the Agency and the B r a z i l i a n Nuclear 

Energy Commission i n matters r e l a t i n g to t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . 

59» Brazi l was very op t imis t i c about i t s own uranium resources , s ince i t s vas t 

t e r r i t o r y contained highly favourable geological f ea tu res and a wide va r i e ty of 

uraniferous rocks . The Government had launched a prospect ing programme, fo r 

which i t had earmarked over $10 mi l l i on pe r annum. Many expe r t s , inc luding 

140 g e o l o g i s t s , had been assigned to t he programme. In 1977 B r a z i l ' s assured 

reserves amounted t o 32 300 tons ; the amount of in fer red reserves was even 

g r ea t e r . 
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6 0 . B r a z i l congratulated t h e Agency on the establishment of codes of p r a c t i c e 

and safe ty guides . They were the outcome of experience acquired i n t he var ious 

f i e l d s reviewed and were draf ted i n such a way as t o be d i r e c t l y appl icable by 

Member S t a t e s ; moreover, they would g rea t l y enhance t he t r a n s f e r of technology 

from the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d na t ions to t he developing c o u n t r i e s . 

6 1 . With regard to power genera t ion , Braz i l was s t e a d i l y improving i t s t e c h ­

nology, desp i t e the e f f ec t s of world i n f l a t i o n , t h e o i l shortage and the p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y unfavourable weather condit ions of the cur rent yea r . Energy demand 

was growing a t the r a t e of some 12.5$ per year; e l e c t r i c i t y generat ion i n 1978 

had amounted to 110 000 m i l l i o n kWh, represen t ing almost one half of the f igure 

for La t in America. B r a z i l had an i n s t a l l e d power-generating capacity of 

25 000 MW(e), which would be almost t r i p l e d when the power p lan ts cur ren t ly 

under const ruct ion had been completed. At the present r a t e of development, 

t h e count ry ' s t o t a l i n s t a l l e d capaci ty should fa r exceed 200 000 MW(e) by t h e 

yea r 2000. 

6 2 . Since B r a z i l ' s t o t a l hydroe lec t r i c po ten t i a l d id not exceed 170 000 MW(e), 

recourse to o ther energy sources was e s s e n t i a l . E l e c t r i c i t y generat ion from 

f o s s i l fuels was unl ike ly t o continue for long; p r i o r i t y , t he re fo re , c l e a r l y 

had to be given to nuclear energy, f i r s t of a l l i n t h e South-East Region, where 

t he h y d r o e l e c t r i c i t y resources were already almost f u l l y exploi ted, and next i n 

t h e North-East . To begin wi th , the nuclear p lan t s would provide only a comple­

mentary source of power; from 1990 onward, however, they would account for the 

major par t of B r a z i l ' s e l e c t r i c i t y ou tpu t . The count ry ' s f i r s t nuclear p l a n t , 

b u i l t a t Angra dos Reis was due to go in to se rv ice i n 1979, to be followed by 

two fur ther un i t s - t he r e s u l t of remarkable co-operat ion between Braz i l and 

t h e Federal Republic of Germany which had led to a t r a n s f e r of technology i n 

such f i e l d s as nuclear engineering and the fuel c y c l e . 

6 3 . Under t h e circumstances, he fu l ly agreed with t h e Direc tor General t h a t t he 

r i s e of an anti—nuclear movement was to be deplored, t h a t the quest ion of non-

p r o l i f e r a t i o n should be seen i n i t s t r u e perspect ive and t h a t a way should be 

found to reconci le t he requirements of the regula tory bodies i n respect of p lan t 

opera t ional safe ty and those of opera to rs , whose t a s k was t o produce e l e c t r i c i t y , 

f i n a l l y , he thanked t h e count r ies which had a s s i s t e d B r a z i l through the Agency, 
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and expressed h i s conviction t h a t the l a t t e r would cont inue t o f u l f i l i t s ro le 

of promoting the peaceful uses of nuc lear energy whi ls t prevent ing the 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons. 

64. Mr. PRIBISEVIC (Yugoslavia) said t h a t during the previous year the 

Agency had succeeded, in s p i t e of d i f f i c u l t i e s , in ca r ry ing out i t s s t a t u to ry 

ob l iga t ions t o the benef i t of a l l Member S t a t e s . The e f f o r t s of the Director 

General should be e spec ia l ly commended; in h i s exce l l en t speech he had given 

an extremely valuable ana lys i s of the s i t u a t i o n and h i s conclusions were f u l l y 

approved by the Yugoslav de l ega t ion , 

6 5 . I t was no t iceable t h a t c e r t a i n nuclear-weapon S t a t e s were imposing r e s t r i c ­

t i o n s on the t r a n s f e r of nuc lea r technology by invoking the inc reas ing danger of 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n . At the same t ime , t h e r e was a tendency to over—emphasize the 

safeguards a c t i v i t i e s r e s u l t i n g from NPT to the detr iment of t he ro l e the Agency 

could play i n t he t r ans f e r of technology. The f a i l u r e of t he nuclear Powers to 

ca r ry out t h e i r ob l iga t ions under NPT was t o be dep lored . In p a r t i c u l a r , no 

progress had been made towards nuclear disarmament. The s i t u a t i o n was causing 

s t r o n g r eac t ions against t h e development of nuclear energy, e spec ia l ly i n 

coun t r i e s whose progress was t i e d to t h i s type of energy product ion. At i t s 

t h i r t y - s econd sess ion , the General Assembly of the United Nations had adopted by 

consensus a r e s o l u t i o n i n s i s t i n g on t h e r i g h t of a l l c o u n t r i e s , without d i s c r i m i ­

n a t i o n , to have free access t o nuclear technology and ma te r i a l s under a t r u l y 

democratic i n t e r n a t i o n a l safeguards system. Certain nuc lear Powers were f o r t u ­

n a t e l y ready to place t h e i r peaceful nuclear f a c i l i t i e s under t he Agency's s a f e ­

guards; i t was to be hoped t h a t a l l nuclear-weapon coun t r i e s would follow t h a t 

example. 

6 6 . The r e s o l u t i o n a lso i n v i t e d United Nations Members t o examine the possibi l i ty 

of convening one or more conferences to promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n 

t he peaceful uses of atomic energy. The United Nations spec ia l sess ion on d i s ­

armament had re jec ted attempts t o apply disarmament measures i n a way which 

might l i m i t the r igh t of count r ies to develop and to acqui re nuclear technology. 

The non-al igned countr ies which met i n Belgrade in Ju ly 1978 gave specia l 

a t t e n t i o n t o the problem of atomic energy. They deplored the monopolist ic 

p o l i c i e s of t he nuclear powers and i n s i s t e d tha t the t r a n s f e r of nuc lear 

technology should be free from a l l d i sc r imina t ion . They supported the idea of 

convening an i n t e rna t i ona l conference on the peaceful uses of atomic energy. 

The Yugoslav Government be l i eved t h a t the problems r e l a t e d t o the use of nuc lear 
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energy i n general and to safeguards i n p a r t i c u l a r could only be resolved by 

p o l i t i c a l means. I t was c l e a r t ha t t he r e s u l t s from s c i e n t i f i c meetings could 

be very useful i n providing the t echn ica l da t a necessaxy for a r r i v i n g a t 

p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n s , 

67. The Agency could p lay an extremely important ro l e by studying var ious 

aspects of t he needs of developing coun t r i e s i n the nuc lear f i e l d , such as fo r 

example the p o s s i b i l i t y of pooling t h e i r resources . I t was e s s e n t i a l t o resolve 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l problems r e l a t e d to nuclear energy. Yugoslavia i t s e l f would r equ i r e 

an i n s t a l l e d nuc lear capac i ty of about 12 000 MW by the year 2000 to complement 

i t s o ther energy sources . I n t e r n a t i o n a l r egu la t ions and s t a b i l i t y i n the nuclear 

f i e l d were needed i f such a programme was t o be r e a l i z e d . 

6 8 . Several i tems on t h e agenda for t h e sess ion could be p ro f i t ab ly examined 

only i n an atmosphere of understanding and co-opera t ion . I n p a r t i c u l a r , t h a t was 

t r u e of the Agency's programme for 1979-84 and the budget for 1979. The document 

containing t h e s ix -year programme, al though of outs tanding q u a l i t y , did 

not provide t he expected so lu t ions t o t he problem of acce le ra t ing t h e t r a n s f e r 

of nuclear technology. A fu r the r example was the budget for 1979» which although 

much l a r g e r than t h a t f o r t he previous yea r did not give p r i o r i t y t o t he 

needs of the developing c o u n t r i e s . Technical a s s i s t ance r e l a t ed t o the develop­

ment of resources and the fuel cycle ought to receive g r e a t e r f i nanc i a l suppor t . 

I t was high time fo r t echn ica l a s s i s t ance t o be provided by a long-term method 

of f inancing which did not depend on voluntary con t r ibu t ions . Moreover, 

Yugoslavia was f inn ly opposed t o the i d e a t h a t t echn ica l a s s i s t ance should be 

l imi t ed t o HPT count r ies because tha t would be a form of d i scr imina t ion contrary 

t o the provis ions of the Agency's S t a t u t e . 

69 . With regard t o the amendment of A r t i c l e VI of t he S t a t u t e , Yugoslavia had 

shown i t s uncondi t ional support for t he adaptat ion of the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s 

t o the current needs of Member Sta tes and t o t he changing world s i t u a t i o n . 

70 . The co-operat ion between the Agency and Yugoslavia had been p a r t i c u l a r l y 

f r u i t f u l . Yugoslavia wished to s t rengthen t h a t co-operat ion by g iv ing the 

Agency uncondi t ional support i n a l l i t s a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d t o t he rap id 

development of nuc lea r energy for peaceful purposes . 
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7 1 . Mr. FELICKI (Poland) sa id t h a t t he coming twenty years would see a 

rapid development of nuc lea r energy even i n coun t r i e s which did not ye t possess 

nuc lear p l a n t s . I f t h e worldwide demand f o r energy and the needs of t he world 

population in t he y e a r 2000 were t o be met, energy production would have t o be 

increased through t h e cons t ruc t ion of many d i f f e r e n t types of power p l a n t . 

However, the re was a f e a r among na t ions t h a t tons of plutonium and enriched 

uranium might accumulate and might be used t o manufacture weapons of mass 

des t ruc t ion . 

72. I t was an e s s e n t i a l t a sk of the Agency to pro tec t humanity aga ins t t h a t 

t h r e a t by implementing an e f f i c i en t system fo r prevent ing p r o l i f e r a t i o n of 

nuclear weapons. The Po l i sh de lega t ion was very s a t i s f i e d with t he r e s u l t s 

obtained by the Agency i n s e t t i n g up a safeguards system based on the Treaty 

on the Non-Prol i fera t ion of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), but i t r eg re t t ed t h e fact 

t h a t several S ta t e s which possessed a s i g n i f i c a n t nuclear po ten t i a l had not 

shown any i n t e n t i o n of acceding to NPT. The Po l i sh Government approved the 

conclusions i n t he f i n a l document from the spec ia l sess ion of the United Nations 

on disarmament r e l a t i n g to t he ways and means of reducing to a minimum t h e danger 

of nuclear weapons p r o l i f e r a t i o n . All S t a t e s had the r i g h t of access t o nuclear 

technology, equipment and mate r ia l s for peaceful purposes but co l l abora t ion i n 

t h a t f i e l d should be subject to the Agency's safeguards . The Agency should 

in t ens i fy i t s e f f o r t s t o make NPT universa l and to improve i t s safeguards and 

control system. I n t h a t endeavour, i t could count on the support of Poland. 

7 3 . The Pol ish Government was following with great i n t e r e s t the nego t i a t ions 

on the establishment of e f fec t ive cont ro l s i n t he non-nuclear-^weapon S t a t e s 

Members of EUEATOM. I t was d is turbed a t see ing those negot ia t ions be ing p r o ­

longed as a r e s u l t of c e r t a i n d i f f i c u l t i e s and appealed to EUHATOM and i t s 

Member Sta tes to remove the obs tac les i n t he way of fu l l implementation of an 

Agency control system s ince t h a t was very important for s ecu r i t y and c o ­

operat ion i n Europe. 

74. Poland supported the i n i t i a t i v e taken by the Agency with a view to t he 

establishment of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l plutonium handl ing system. The subject 

should be included i n the agenda of the next NPT Review Conference. 
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75. Kie Polish delegation appreciated, in particular, the Agency programmes for 
preparing codes on the operation of nuclear power stat ions. The documents already 
produced would assist those countries which, l ike Poland, were beginning to con­
struct such plants. 

16. Beginning with 1979» the Agency might usefully undertake research into methods 
of neutralizing radioactive waste. Poland would take an active part in such a 
programme. 

77» For many years, Poland had supported the Agency's technical assistance 
programme. In 1979f i t would contribute a total of 2.5 million zlotys to the 
technical assistance fund, but the Secretariat should t ry to make i t easier for 
contributions in local currencies to be ut i l ized. The industrial potential of 
Poland was such that the sums contributed could be used to purchase equipment 
which would be of value to countries which were carrying out research on the 
applications of atomic energy. 

78. The Agency could have recourse in a number of areas to the considerable 
experience acquired by the socialist countries in the i r attempts to find 
collective solutions to many scientif ic , technological and economic problems, 
including the use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes. In that connection, 
the co-operation between the Agency, the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
and the Joint Insti tute for Nuclear Research should be increased. 

79. With regard to the Regular Budget for 1979» the Polish delegation believed 
that a peimanent analysis of the indirect costs should be undertaken and that 
a l l possible savings which could be made without detriment to the basic 
programmes should be introduced. 

80. An analysis of the Agency's activi t ies during the previous year showed 
that there had been satisfactory development. Gratitude was due to the 
Director General and to the Secretariat for the efforts they had made to carry 
out their difficult tasks. For i t s part , Poland would maintain i t s support to 
the Agency, which was playing an important role in international co-operation 
and the maintenance of world peace. 
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81. Mr. NEMBTS (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that in the 
world situation there had been positive changes which to a large extent 
were the result of the peace-loving foreign policy of the socialist States 
and of a l l the progressive forces in the world. However, the most urgent 
problem remained, namely that of stopping the arms race which, fuelled by 
the forces of reaction and imperialism, was swallowing up enormous material 
resources and was creating t e r r ib l e means of mass destruction. 

82. Mr. L . I . Brezhnev, General-Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party and President of the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR, had said that i t was time to realize that the arms race would not benefit 
anyone, that i t had to be stopped and that steps should be taken towards d i s ­
armament. The special session on disarmament of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations had been an important move in that direct ion. At that session 
the Soviet Union had put forward a large number of constructive and concrete 
proposals covering a l l the main aspects of disarmament. The points relating to 
the Agency's functions were of particular interest to the General Conference; 
they concerned mainly the efforts to prevent the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. The Soviet Union's proposals had found wide support at the special 
session of the General Assembly and had been reflected in i t s final act . 

83. Ten years had elapsed since the Hon-Proliferation Treaty had been opened 
for signature. In that relat ively brief period, the cause of non-proliferation 
had made much progress. 

84. The desire to prevent any further proliferation of nuclear weapons had 
influenced policy governing the export of nuclear technology. Transfers of 
equipment, fac i l i t ies and technology had generally become subject to conditions 
and 15 Member States of the Agency had adopted guidelines reflecting certain 
agreed minimum conditions. 

85. In 1977 the safeguards agreements concluded with EURATOM and Japan under 
NPT had come into force. By the end of that year 102 States, including three 
nuclear-weapon States and almost a l l the large industrial countries in the 
world had become parties to the Treaty. The Ukraine regretted, however, that 
HPT was not universally applied and that two nuclear powers, the People's 
Republic of China and Prance, had not signed i t . In addition, certain non-
nuclear-weapon States which were capable of making the i r own nuclear weapons 
by reason of their industrial development had not acceded to i t . 
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86 . As had been pointed out by Mr. Brezhnev, the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuc lear 

weapons would not increase the secur i ty of any country; on the con t ra ry , i t 

increased the t h r e a t of a nuc lea r conf l i c t from which no "nuclear umbrella" 

would provide p r o t e c t i o n . For t h a t reason s teps should be taken towards a 

un ive r sa l so lu t i on of the problem. 

87 . His de lega t ion be l ieved t h a t nuc lear weapons would be p a r t i c u l a r l y 

dangerous i n t h e hands of S ta tes s i t u a t e d i n areas of conf l ic t and t e n s i o n . 

For t h a t reason the plans of t he Republic of South Africa and of I s r a e l t o 

develop nuclear weapons were worrying. The r e a l i z a t i o n of those plans must 

not be permit ted because t h a t would inc rease t he nuc lear t h rea t for t h e whole 

of humanity. 

88 . I n the context of non-p ro l i f e ra t ion , i t was important to guarantee the 

s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear—weapon S t a t e s . To t h a t end the Soviet Union had announced 

a t t he spec ia l sess ion of t h e General Assembly of the United Nations t h a t i t would 

never use nuclear weapons aga ins t non-nuclear-weapon S ta tes which renounced the 

production and a c q u i s i t i o n of nuclear weapons and did not have such weapons on 

t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s . 

89 . The establishment of nuolear-weapon-free zones could also con t r ibu t e t o the 

reinforcement of t he non-pro l i fe ra t ion system. I n t h a t context t he Soviet Union 

had signed Addi t ional Protocol I I of t he T la t e lo l co Trea ty . 

90 . I n view of current s c i e n t i f i c and t echn ica l t r ends t he re was hard ly any 

a l t e r n a t i v e t o t he i n t e n s i v e development of nuclear energy. According t o da ta 

of t he Agency, 206 nuclear i n s t a l l a t i o n s , r ep resen t ing 5.3$ of t he i n s t a l l e d 

e l e c t r i c i t y genera t ing capac i ty i n t he world, had been i n operat ion a t the end 

of t he previous y e a r . By 1980 the con t r ibu t ion of nuclear energy would reach 

8$ . The development of nuclear power i n non-nuclear-weapon S ta tes and the 

mastery of nuclear technology by those S t a t e s also involved a r i s k of t he 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons. The q u a n t i t y of plutonium t h a t had accumu­

l a t e d i n non-nuclear-weapon S ta tes could a l ready be measured i n t o n n e s . 

9 1 . The main function of t he Agency was the re fo re t o se t up an e f f ec t ive system 

for safeguarding a l l non-mi l i ta ry nuclear a c t i v i t i e s . As pointed out i n t he 

f i n a l act of t h e spec ia l sess ion on disarmament of the General Assembly of t he 

United Nat ions , i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion on peaceful app l ica t ions of nuclear 

energy should be backed up by i n t e r n a t i o n a l safeguarding measures. 
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92. The Agency should pay spec ia l a t t e n t i o n t o t h e implementation of t h e 

safeguards agreement concluded with t he seven non-nuclear-weapon EURATOM 

coun t r i e s . Eighteen months a f t e r t ha t agreement had entered in to fo rce , 

HJRATOM was s t i l l t r y i n g , by us ing delaying t a c t i c s , t o reduce the Agency's 

control over EURATOM f a c i l i t i e s . In addi t ion t h e European Community was 

constant ly a t t ack ing t h e fundamental p r i n c i p l e of t he Agency's safeguards 

system, namely, t h e r i g h t t o independent v e r i f i c a t i o n . The Ukraine was deeply 

dis turbed by the content of the report by t h e Commission of t he European 

Communities on t h e operat ion of t he Common Market i n 1977, according t o which 

eight agreements had been signed for d e l i v e r i e s of some 1400 kilograms of plutonium 

produced i n Community c o u n t r i e s . The repor t d id not contain any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r ­

mation and the Commission had refused to give any explanations on the p r e t e x t t h a t 

conf ident ia l commercial information was involved. I n t he opinion of t h e Ukraine 

t h a t s i t u a t i o n was t o t a l l y unacceptable and i t was e s s e n t i a l for the nego t i a t ions 

between the Agency and EURATOM to be concluded as quickly as p o s s i b l e . 

93 . Many coun t r i e s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the s o c i a l i s t S t a t e s , had on severa l occa­

sions put forward proposals for s t rengthening safeguards which involved t h e 

following: extending the Agency's regula tory functions t o a l l nuclear i n s t a l ­

la t ions and not only t o ma te r i a l s de l ivered t o non-nuclear-weapon S ta te s under b i ­

l a t e r a l agreements; improving safeguards ins t rumenta t ion ; car ry ing out more 

de t a i l ed in spec t ions ; and consider ing the establishment of regional fuel cycle 

c e n t r e s . I n order t o prevent i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion from con t r ibu t ing t o 

t he p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons i t was a l so very important t o ensure t h e 

physical p ro tec t ion of nuclear m a t e r i a l s . 

94. He sa id t h a t , i n accordance with the e s t ab l i shed t r a d i t i o n of Conference 

general debates , he would describe the main r e s u l t s of h i s count ry ' s work on 

the u t i l i z a t i o n of atomic energy for peaceful purposes . The wide range of 

fundamental and appl ied research done in the Ukraine included, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 

work on nuclear power and on the app l i ca t ion of i on i z ing r a d i a t i o n . Great p ro ­

gress had been made dur ing 1977 and i n September of t h a t year the f i r s t un i t of 

the Chernobyl'sk nuc lear power s t a t i o n , which had meanwhile reached i t s 

nominal capaci ty of one mi l l ion kW, had been put i n to se rv ice . Prepara t ions 

for p u t t i n g the second un i t i n to service were making good progress and o the r 

power s t a t i o n s were being const ructed . During the period I98O-I985 the t o t a l 

i n s t a l l e d capaci ty of Ukrainian nuclear power s t a t i o n s would reach 4-6 mi l l i on 

kW and tha t f igure was expected t o double during the following five y e a r s . 
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The Ukraine was also planning to construct nuclear plants for urban heating and 
for providing industrial process heat during the 1980s. Those facts demonstrated 
the implementation of the programme for development of the nuclear power industry, 
which had priority in the Ukraine. 

95. Scientific research occupied an important place in that regard. The 
work done related mainly to the safety of power station operation, to new 
component fabrication techniques and to the scientific and technical principles 
involved in the construction of fast-breeder reactors. As part of that work, 
close attention was being paid to studies of the effect exerted by nuclear 
power stations on the environment and to environmental protection. A large 
amount of work had been done on nuclear physics; for those studies use was being 
made of one of the largest isochronous cyclotrons in Europe, a research reactor 
and various types of accelerators. 

96. In various subjects research involved more and more uses of ionizing 
radiation and the results obtained were used extensively and profitably in 
the national economy. Radiation devices of a l l types were used in numerous 
branches of industry where they made the mechanization or automation of many 
labour-intensive operations possible. The use of ionizing radiation sources 
in medicine and agriculture was also developing continuously. 

97« The Ukraine welcomed the developments which had taken place in 
scientif ic and technical relations with the Agency, In 1977 an Agency meeting 
of experts and an Agency advisory group meeting had taken place in Kiev. The 
Ukraine was also taking part in the exchange of scientif ic and technical 
information with the Agency, particularly in connection with the IWIS system 
and on the subject of nuclear constants. Several Ukrainian research centres 
were working under contract for the Agency. 

98. Recently, a group of specialists from developing countries had visi ted 
the Ukraine on a study tour concerned with the uses of isotopes and radiation 
in medicine. Another tour, on agricultural applications of nuclear techniques, 
would be organized in October. Before the end of the year the Agency would 
organize, in Crimea, a training course on national systems of nuclear materials 
accounting and control. The Ukraine would do i t s best to contribute to the 
success of the course. 
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99. Such study tours and courses were organized in the framework of 
technical assistance and were financed by voluntary contributions from the 
Ukraine. His country was willing to continue that form of assistance to 
developing countries. He wished to mention in that connection the importance 
of voluntary contributions made by Member States in the i r national currencies, 
a system which made i t possible for the host country to organize the assistance 
required quickly and to make full use of the contribution, independently of 
fluctuations in exchange rates on the world market. Tentative calculations 
showed that the two study tours and the course which he had mentioned would 
absorb the Ukraine's voluntary contributions for two years . 

100. His country would pay a voluntary contribution of 80 000 roubles in 
national currency to the Agency's General Fund for technical assistance in 
1979- Those funds could be used for the purchase of Soviet equipment, for 
the provision of assistance to developing countries, with priori ty being 
given to countries which had signed NPT, and for the organization of courses 
and study tours in the Ukraine in the context of technical assistance. 

101. Mr. SACADURA CABRAL (Portugal) observed that with the 22nd session 
of the General Conference his country was completing i t s term as a Member 
of the Agency's Board of Governors. I t had attached a special importance 

to i t s election to the Board because i t had practically been excluded from 
international organizations before i t s return to parliamentary democracy. 
I t had returned to the international scene with the firm intention of making 
up for lost time and of participating fully in the work of the governing 
bodies of international organizations. I t had therefore endeavoured, as a 
Member of the Board, to strengthen i t s relations with the Agency in the 
areas of technical assistance and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

102. The Agency's act ivi t ies in uranium prospecting, production of uranium 
concentrates, nuclear safety, production and application of isotopes and use of 
ionizing radiation had greatly benefited Portugal. Moreover, in order to 
collaborate with the Agency in an effort to control the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and to strengthen peace and security in the world, his country had 
signed HPT and also a safeguards agreement with the Agency under that Treaty. 
The subsidiary arrangements which must follow that agreement were under 
negotiation. 
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103. Portugal's participation in the work of the Board had resulted in more 
fruitful and closer relations between i t s experts and the experts of the 
Agency. His country had only small reserves of low-quality coal, and oil 
prospecting had so far proved unsuccessful. It therefore had to depend 
on oil and coal imports and on i t s hydroelectric resources, more than 55$ 
of which had already been developed and which generated amounts of 
e lectr ic i ty varying from year to year. Nuclear energy therefore represented 
the only means by which Portugal could at tain a level of economic development 
comparable with that of other European countries and diversify i t s 
sources of energy. The feasibil i ty studies carried out in the preceding 
decade had led to the conclusion that the f i rs t nuclear power plant could 
be commissioned in the early eighties. However, for various reasons the 
competent authorities had been compelled to postpone i t s construction, and 
hence the delay in the drafting of a national nuclear power plan and in the 
training of the necessary personnel. The matter had been referred to 
Parliament, which would shortly have before i t a white paper on nuclear power 
plants. No decision would be taken before early 1979. If Portugal took the 
nuclear option, i t would no doubt have to make an unprecedented economic and 
technical effort, but on that depended i t s future. 

104. Meanwhile, Portugal had recently reorganized i t s nuclear ac t iv i t ies in 
the public sector, which had formerly been concentrated in the Nuclear 
Energy Board, by distributing those ac t iv i t ies among several bodies. For 
example, the Directorate General of Mining had been made responsible for 
uranium prospecting. A Government-owned company had been established for 
the mining and chemical processing of uranium ores. Laboratory ac t iv i t i es , 
including the production of radioisotopes, protection against ionizing 
radiation and nuclear sciences, had been entrusted to a national laboratory 
which was responsible for a l l research relating to industrial applications. 
Another body was in charge of the safety problems of nuclear power plants. 
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105. In conclusion, he pointed out that at present the Department of Nuclear 
Energy in the Ministry of Industry and Technology was co-ordinating a l l 
act ivi t ies related to the industrial applications of nuclear energy, namely 
the management of uranium, -the nuclear fuel cycle and power reactors, 
relations with international organizations, safeguards act ivi t ies connected 
with nuclear materials and public information. 

The meeting rose at 5-45 p.m. 


