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ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE CONFERENCE 

(b) CLOSING BATE OF THE SESSION 

1. The PRESIDENT r e c a l l e d t h a t , under Rule 8 of t he Rules of Procedure, 

the Conference had t o f ix a c los ing date for the sess ion , on the recommendation 

of t he General Committee. 

2. The General Committee had considered the matter and had authorized him t o 

recommend on i t s behalf t ha t 22 September 1978 be f ixed as the c los ing da te . 

3. The recommendation of t he General Committee was accepted. 

(c) THE TWENTY-THIRD (1979) REGULAR SESSION (GC(XXII)/603) 

4 . The PRESIDENT informed the Conference tha t t h e General Committee had 

recommended f ix ing Tuesday, 4 December 1979, as the opening date of the twenty-

t h i r d r egu la r sess ion , which would be he ld i n New Delhi a t the i n v i t a t i o n of the 

Indian Government. The Committee had a l so recommended t h a t the Di rec tor General 

be requested t o thank the Ind ian Government for i t s i n v i t a t i o n and t o conclude 

with i t the necessary agreement on behalf of the Agency. 

5. The recommendations of t h e General Committee were accepted. 

GENERAL DEBATE AND ANNUAL REPORT TOR 1977 (GC(jDCIl)/597) (continued) 

6. Mr. KAML (Indonesia) congratula ted the P res iden t , the eight 

Vice-Pres idents , t he Chairman of t he Committee of the Whole and the s i x addi t iona l 

members of the General Committee on t h e i r e l ec t ion , and commended the Di rec tor 

General on being the conscience of mankind i n the f i e l d of nuclear energy. The 

Di rec to r General had been r igh t t o analyse t he present d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n of 

nuc lear energy i n h i s opening statement i n s t e a d of p resen t ing the usual summary of 

the y e a r ' s work. 

7 . There had been, of l a t e , growing concern tha t p r o l i f e r a t i o n might emanate 

from developing countr ies embarking on nuclear power programmes t o secure the 

energy needed for t h e i r economic development. His de lega t ion f e l t t ha t such 

concern could be removed by c l o s e r co-operat ion with t h e Agency i n the fu l l 

implementation of a l l of i t s safeguards functions and of any new ones t h a t might 

become s c i e n t i f i c a l l y necessary . There was no r e l a t i onsh ip between the expansion 

of nuclear power and the development of nuc lear explos ives . Ins t ead of c rea t ing a 

new i n s t i t u t i o n a l framework, t he Agency's system should be s t rengthened. 
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8. As an important par t of the United Nations system, the Agency could not afford 

t o ignore t he ideas conceived and ac t ions ca r r i ed out wi th in t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

community as a whole. I t was, t h e r e f o r e , only r ight for t he General Conference 

t o consider problems and ideas a r i s i n g i n o ther i n t e r n a t i o n a l fora , the so lu t ions 

of which might have a bearing on t h e Agency's mission. The min i s t e r s of foreign 

a f f a i r s of t he non-aligned coun t r i e s , a f t e r t h e i r meeting i n Belgrade i n 

July 1978, had i s sued a dec la ra t ion on the peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy. They 

had r e g r e t t e d the unacceptable monopolis t ic p o l i c i e s of t he nuc lea r countr ies and 

demanded t h a t condit ions be crea ted fo r unhindered t r a n s f e r of nuclear technology. 

They had s t r e s s e d the p r i nc ip l e of free access t o nuclear technology and the r ight 

of each country t o conduct programmes for the u t i l i z a t i o n of nuc lear energy for 

peaceful purposes i n accordance with i t s economic and soc i a l development. 

Realizing the necess i ty of drawing up and adopting programmes for future jo in t 

ac t ion , t he min i s t e r s had supported t he idea of convening, under the auspices of 

the United Nat ions , an i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference on the use of nuclear energy for 

peaceful purposes with the aim of promoting i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n tha t f i e l d . 

9 . The Indonesian Government t he re fo re supported Resolution 32/5O passed by the 

General Assembly of the United Nations on 28 December 1977, which ca l l ed for the 

holding of such an i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference. 

10. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Nuclear Power and i t s Fuel Cycle, held at 

Salzburg i n 1977, had once more c l e a r l y brought out the i n d i s p e n s a b i l i t y of nuclear 

power as an energy source, and t h e Dec la ra t ion of the General Assembly's Special 

Session on Disarmament had s t a t e d t h a t i t was t he i na l i enab l e r igh t of a l l S ta tes 

t o apply and develop programmes for t he peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy for t h e i r 

economic and soc ia l development. Indones ia s t rongly be l ieved t h a t t ha t ina l i enab le 

r ight should be accompanied by a commitment t o safeguards acceptable t o the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. In t h a t connection h i s delegat ion wished t o s t a t e tha t 

the Indonesian Government had submitted the Treaty on the Non-Prol i fe ra t ion of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT)i/ to Parliament for r a t i f i c a t i o n . There seemed t o be a 

consensus i n Parliament tha t i t should be r a t i f i e d without f u r t h e r delay. 

Indones ia ' s need for a peaceful nuc lea r capaci ty t o secure t he energy needed for 

i t s economic development was becoming inc reas ing ly evident . However, many members 

of Parliament had expressed concern at the non-implementation of some of the 

a r t i c l e s of NPT, e spec ia l ly Ar t i c l e s IV and VI, by a number of s ignatory S t a t e s . 

A t r e a t y was v a l i d only t o the extent t ha t the s ignatory p a r t i e s honoured i t s 

p rov i s ions . 

l / Reproduced i n document INFCIRC/140. 
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11. With regard to the technical assistance provided by the Agency in 1977, he 
welcomed the fact that the Agency's capacity for carrying out i t s technical 
assistance programme was growing and that the number of Member States receiving 
such assistance had increased. His delegation was confident that the Agency 
would continue to give objective consideration to project proposals and would 
select projects in a non-discriminatory manner. 

12. There continued to be a decline in the value of the technical assistance 
provided by the Agency, partly as a result of the decrease in the value of the 
dollar and of price increases. Although i t might sound repetitive, he wished 
to stress again that the two main functions of the Agency - namely, promotional 
and regulatory act ivi t ies - should be given equal treatment. The imbalance 
between budgetary resources for safeguards and for technical assistance, which 
the Director General had referred to as "a cornerstone of the Agency's work" in 
his opening statement, should be redressed. 

13. He was gratified to note that the Regional Co-operative Agreement for 
Research, Development and Training Related to Nuclear Science and Technology (RCA) 
was growing from strength to strength. He welcomed Australia and Japan, both 
advanced countries, into the ranks of the countries which had accepted RCA* I t 
was hoped that the i r participation would significantly strengthen that system 
of regional co-operation. RCA was a unique form of co-operation among countries 
in a particular region that al l faced the same problems. The achievements during 
the six years of i t s existence had brought about an expansion of that co-operative 
endeavour to other projects of common in teres t . There were now eleven projects 
under way, representing an estimated cost of about US $234 000 in 1978. The venture 
deserved adequate financial, moral and technical support both from the Agency and 
from donor countries. 

14. For some time developing Member States had been trying to remedy the 
inequitable geographical representation of the developing countries in the 
various organs of the Agency. Their efforts indicated that the Statute of the 
Agency no longer reflected current conditions. Many great changes had occurred 
since the adoption of the Statute. The number of nuclear powers had increased, 
nuclear technology had advanced, the interest of developing countries in using 
nuclear energy had grown, and the number of developing countries that were 
Members of the Agency had also increased. I t was time to start thinking of 
reviewing the Statute with a view to finding a comprehensive solution to the problems 
faced by the Agency 22 years after i t s establishment. In that sp i r i t the 
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Indonesian delegation supported the amendment of Article VI.A.2 proposed by 
Pakistan and other co-sponsors with a view to enlarging the Board of Governors. 

15. With regard to the Agency's programme for 1979-84, his delegation fully 
endorsed the expansion of the Agency's nuclear power programme and of ac t iv i t ies 
relating to safety, waste disposal and the application of nuclear techniques in 
food and agriculture, in the l i fe sciences and in other fields. The efforts of 
the Agency to make available training courses for the staff of nuclear power 
plants of developing countries were particularly appreciated, 

16. He noted with satisfaction the progress made by the International Nuclear 
Information System (iNIs) and fully supported the decision to expand the INIS 
subject scope to include the medical applications of ionizing radiation and 
radionuclides, as that would contribute to increasing the effectiveness of the 
system, which in turn would involve more participation by Member States. 

17. His delegation also noted with satisfaction the achievements of the International 
Centre for Theoretical Physics, which offered excellent training opportunities to 
scientists from developing countries and served as a meeting place for scient is ts 
from both developed and developing countries. He sincerely hoped that the Agency 
would continue i t s fruitful collaboration with the host country of the Centre, I t a ly . 

18. In conclusion, he wished to recall that , when the Board had met in June 1978 
to consider the budget for 1979, i t had had to extend i t s meetings for several days 
in order to arrive at a compromise acceptable to a l l Members of the Board. He did 
not wish to refer to the substantive aspects of the discussion which had necessitated 
the prolongation of the meeting, but simply to request that lengthier and more 
intensive consultations be held before such Board meetings between the Secretariat 
and al l Member States and also between representatives of the various regional groups. 

19. He had been requested, as Chairman of the group, to announce that a number of 
countries represented in the Agency's policy-making organs had formed a group known 
as the Group of 77, with a view to co-operation between i t s members, consultations 
and negotiations with other groups, and l iaison with the Secretariat. The Statute 
divided the world into a r t i f ic ia l sub-regional groups and for that reason the 
representatives of Latin American, African and Asian countries and of Yugoslavia 

and Romania had felt i t necessary to work together as the Group of 77 in the Agency. 
On behalf of i t s members he wished to express the desire of the Group of 77 to 
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e s t a b l i s h and maintain the c loses t r e l a t i o n s with the o the r regional groups, 

t h e Board, t he Di rec to r General and the S e c r e t a r i a t . 

20. Mr. O'SULLIVAH ( I r e l a n d ) sa id t h a t h i s de lega t ion would l i k e t o jo in 

i n congra tu la t ing t he P res iden t , whose e l e c t i o n served t o under l ine the i n t e r e s t 

of the countr ies of Africa and of the r e s t of the Third World i n the work of t he 

Agency, as a l so t h e fact H;hat t he peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy were of 

importance t o a l l the Agency's Member S t a t e s , l a rge and small , and not simply 

t o those with h igh ly developed nuc lea r power programmes. 

2 1 . The ro le of t h e Agency i n t h e safeguards f i e l d was a v i t a l element i n the 

maintenance of world peace. I t had been g r e a t l y enhanced by HPT. As delegates 

t o t h e General Conference were perhaps aware, t he Government of I r e l a n d had played 

an important par t from an e a r l y s tage i n promoting the concept of HPT and i n t he 

p repa ra t ion of t h e proposals which had l e d t o the adoption of t he Trea ty . The 

prevent ion of t he fur ther spread of nuc lear weapons, for example through the misuse 

or d ivers ion of technology intended for peaceful ends, was a mat ter of v i t a l 

i n t e r e s t and concern t o a l l n a t i o n s . I r e l a n d ' s commitment t o t h a t aim was wel l 

known and a l l i t s act ions i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i e l d r e l a t i n g t o t he mat ter were 

informed by i t . The s t e a d i l y developing work of the Agency i n the safeguards 

f i e l d provided as good a guarantee as could be t h a t such misuse or d ivers ion would 

not take place i n t he countr ies t h a t had submitted t h e i r nuclear i n s t a l l a t i o n s and 

ma te r i a l s t o inspec t ion c o n t r o l s . Moreover, t he s o l i d a r i t y of the na t ions who 

accepted such con t ro l s made i t inc reas ing ly d i f f i c u l t for those remaining outside 

t h e i r scope t o acquire the f a c i l i t i e s they would need t o b u i l d nuclear weapons. 

Any na t ion wishing t o acquire nuc lea r p l a n t s was now bound t o agree t o safeguards 

at l e a s t equivalent t o , i f not g r e a t e r than , those requi red by the Agency, which 

cons t i t u t ed the s tandard model. 

22. The safeguards system was an important , indeed e s s e n t i a l , precondi t ion for 

t he fulfi lment of the Agency's main ob jec t ive , i . e . the peaceful development of 

nuclear energy. That form of energy was already making a s ign i f i can t cont r ibu t ion , 

with which i t would be very d i f f i c u l t t o dispense, t o the needs of indus t ry and 

the progress of t h e e n t i r e economy, at l e a s t i n the developed world. Apart from 

t h e con t r ibu t ion made by the conventional nuclear power s t a t i o n , technologies 

were being developed which would make even more e f f i c i en t use of uranium resources . 

The i nves t i ga t i on of how those resources could be made safe from the danger of 
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p r o l i f e r a t i o n was t he t a s k of t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Unclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (iOTCE), 

which was now near ly half-way through i t s work. That work was supported by the 

Agency and by a major i ty of i t s Member S t a t e s , many of which, l i k e I r e l and , had 

decided t o make a con t r ibu t ion t o i t s c o s t s . The r e s u l t s could be of considerable 

s ign i f icance for t he future development of nuclear power, 

23. For smal ler countr ies with l i t t l e f i r s t - h a n d experience of nuclear technology, 

the Agency's work i n organizing up - to -da t e information se rv ices and publ ish ing the 

r e s u l t s of experience i n nuclear technology was of considerable a s s i s t ance i n 

evaluat ing t he developments re levant t o t h e i r needs. The p repa ra t ion of draft 

safety codes and guides by the Agency was a l so of spec ia l value t o countr ies which, 

l i ke h i s own, were considering or i n t he e a r l y s tages of p lanning a nuc lear power 

programme. Although the funds ava i l ab l e for t he sponsorship of research p ro jec t s 

were r e l a t i v e l y small , research g ran t s from the Agency could provide a useful 

stimulus and encouragement t o the bu i ld ing up of t echn ica l e x p e r t i s e . 

24. I r e l a n d had s tudied with grea t i n t e r e s t the Direc tor Genera l ' s report t o the 

Board on t h e p rov is ion of t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance i n 1977. I t recognized t h e value 

and importance of t echn ica l co-opera t ion i n he lp ing t o spread s k i l l s which were v i t a l 

t o economic development, and had c o n s i s t e n t l y supported t he work of the Agency i n 

tha t f i e l d by voluntary c o n t r i b u t i o n s . I t had been p leased t o be able t o accept 

the Agency's i n v i t a t i o n t o hold t he I n t e r r e g i o n a l Training Course i n Nuclear 

Elec t ronics i n I r e l a n d during 1978. The course, held at T r i n i t y College, Dublin, 

from 19 June u n t i l 8 September, had been at tended by 16 p a r t i c i p a n t s from a l l p a r t s 

of the world. Five of t he p a r t i c i p a n t s from developing count r ies had been sponsored 

by the I r i s h Government and had rece ived s t ipends under i t s b i l a t e r a l a id programme. 

Although t h e f ina l assessment was not yet ava i l ab l e , the course had been, i t was 

bel ieved, successful and I r e l and would be happy t o host a s i m i l a r i n i t i a t i v e again 

i n fu tu re y e a r s , i f i n v i t e d t o do so by the Agency. 

25. I r e l a n d was at present over 80$ dependent on imported energy, and i t was 

therefore necessary for i t t o d ive r s i fy i t s sources of primary energy as much as 

poss ib le i n order t o reduce i t s dependence on imported o i l . The decis ion t o 

bui ld a nuc lea r power s t a t i o n had been approved i n p r i n c i p l e by the Government 
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in November 1973t but had not been proceeded with owing to the recession. The 
proposed s i t e at Camsore Point at the south-eastern t i p of Ireland was regarded 
as one of the best in Europe. Pending a final decision whether or not to proceed 
with the nuclear project, the Minister for Industry, Commerce and Energy had 
published a discussion document on aspects of the energy situation in Ireland, 
including the nuclear option which, i t was hoped, would lead to informed public 
debate in Ireland on the matter. Further information programmes by public 
authorities were planned on the safety and other aspects of nuclear power genera­
t ion which, i t was hoped, would help to correct possible misconceptions regarding 
the matter. In that connection, his delegation had been impressed by the 
thoughtful remarks of the Director General in his opening statement about the 
problem caused by opposition to nuclear energy among some sections of the public. 
Democratically elected governments were, of course, always responsive to public 
opinion and had the duty, at the same time, to ensure that the public was provided 
with the fullest and most reliable information, especially on a subject such as 
nuclear energy which was of such importance for public welfare in the future. I t 
was entirely understandable that such a great technological revolution should 
arouse doubts and fears, especially among young people, who had seen sufficient 
proof that , unfortunately, technological progress did not always produce a bet ter 
world. But nuclear power had too much potential for human welfare to be simply 
condemned as a dangerous pollutant. The "turmoil of unclear thinking" to which 
the Director General had referred had to be avoided. How to do that - how t o 
bring home to public opinion the benefits inherent in the wise use of that new 
source of energy - was one of the most challenging tasks to face the Agency and 
i t s Member States in the years ahead. 

26. Mr. KIM (Republic of Korea), after joining in the congratulations to 
the President and the expressions of appreciation for the work done by the 
Director General and his able staff, said he believed that a l l present shared the 
view that , since the previous session of the General Conference, the .agency had 
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made further noteworthy and commendable progress in promoting the peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy and in administering safeguards. The Republic of Korea, as a 
founding Member of the Agency and as a party to KPT, had played a full part in 
the common task of enhancing the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and would 
continue to do so. 

27. As to the nuclear energy programmes being carried out in the Republic of Korea, 
the country's f i rs t nuclear power station had gone into commercial operation in 
March 1978. In addition, four other units were now under construction. Under the 
country's long-term plans, more than 4° nuclear power stations of approximately 

50 000 Mtf(e) capacity were scheduled to go into operation by the year 2000. I t 
could thus be seen that , for Korea, nuclear energy was a matter of great importance. 

28. Turning to the question of how better to promote international co-operation 
in carrying out common tasks within the framework of the Agency he said that , as 
a l l were aware, more needed t o be done in that direction in a number of f ields. 

29. Close and effective co-operation among Member States was a v i ta l necessity, 
for nuclear energy was not l ikely to remain merely an alternative source; i t was 
more l ikely to become a major source of energy for many countries. As the 
Director General had said in his opening statement, the instal led nuclear capacity 
in the world had increased dramatically over the past decade. Despite some 
fluctuation in orders recorded in the past two years, the general trend now seemed 
to be for more countries t o be planning to u t i l i ze nuclear energy as the i r primary 
source for the generation of e lec t r ic i ty . Their plans were likely to be based on 
two assumptions: f i r s t , that a long-term and stable supply of source materials 
and nuclear fuel cycle services could be secured; and second, that the current 
power reactors would eventually be replaced by more advanced reactors providing 
for improved fuel u t i l i za t ion . 

30. Needless to say, a stable supply of nuclear fuel and fuel cycle services was 
an indispensable prerequisite for any nuclear power programme. Without i t many 
of the countries about to in i t i a t enuc jea r energy programmes would soon be faced 
with serious diff icul t ies . The anxiety besetting them was tha t , lacking supply 
assurances, recipient countries would have to suffer not only from the rising 
cost of imported energy but also from delays and uncertainties in the i r v i ta l 
programmes. The question was not a hypothetical but a real one for many recipient 
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count r ies i n t h a t p o s i t i o n . Accordingly, h i s de legat ion ea rnes t l y hoped t h a t IHFCE 

would lay a bas i s for the long-term assurance of a s t a b l e supply of fuel and fuel 

cycle s e r v i c e s . I n t he r e l a t i onsh ip between suppl ie r s and r e c i p i e n t s of source 

m a t e r i a l s , t h e r e should be a s p i r i t of co-operat ion and mutual t r u s t . The same 

s p i r i t should a lso govern t he adminis t ra t ion of safeguards. 

3 1 . I n view of t h e p re s s ing demand fo r peaceful app l ica t ions of nuc lea r energy, 

t h e c a l l fo r an increase i n the promotional a c t i v i t i e s of t he Agency was l i k e l y 

t o grow even more i n t h e years ahead. His de legat ion was i nc l ined t o th ink t h a t 

so f a r promotional a c t i v i t i e s had been accorded l e s s weight, p ropor t iona l ly 

speaking. Without underest imating t h e many remarkable achievements of the Agency 

i n the promotional a rea or discounting the importance of i t s work i n the 

non -p ro l i f e r a t i on f i e l d , i t might be maintained without pre judice t h a t over-emphasis 

of t h e l a t t e r of ten tended t o obscure t h e former; h i s delegat ion would l i k e t o see , 

i n future programmes of t h e Agency, more emphasis placed on promotional a c t i v i t i e s 

i n t he form of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance and t r a i n i n g , t echn ica l opera t ions and work i n 

the f i e l d of research and i so topes . 

32. As a Member S ta te p a r t i c i p a t i n g a c t i v e l y i n t he programme of t he Regional 

Co-operative Agreement (RCA), h i s de lega t ion wished t o commend t h e S e c r e t a r i a t 

fo r i t s con t r ibu t ion t o the development of excel lent p ro jec t s a t the regional l eve l 

under RCA. There was an increas ing demand for t h e i n d u s t r i a l a p p l i c a t i o n of 

rad io iso topes and r a d i a t i o n processing techniques i n various s e c t o r s of i ndus t ry . 

His delegat ion hoped t h a t t echn ica l co-operat ion i n t h a t f i e l d could be promoted 

more ac t ive ly through such p r o j e c t s . 

33. F ina l ly , he again expressed the hope t h a t t he Agency would give more emphasis 

t o such mat te rs as the s t a b l e supply of fuel and fuel cycle se rv ices and the 

promotional aspect of nuc lear energy. Any d i f f i c u l t i e s the re might be could 

su re ly be overcome by j o in t ac t ion i n a s p i r i t of co-operat ion, mutual t r u s t and 

harmony, 

34. Before concluding, he wished t o express h i s deep regret t h a t a p o l i t i c a l 

statement concerning h i s country had been made i n t he General Conference t he day 

before . Since t h e statement i n quest ion was not worthy of any r e p l y , he would 

r e f r a i n from commenting fu r the r upon i t , t h e more so as the General Conference 

was not the r i g h t forum fo r enter ing i n t o p o l i t i c a l polemics. 
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35. Mr. HGUYEH MASH CAM (Viet Nam) s a i d i t was t he f i r s t time h i s country was 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e Agency's General Conference. I t was doing so as a na t ion which, 

a f t e r a s t ruggle l a s t i n g near ly a t h i r d of a century, had regained i t s independence, 

freedom and u n i t y . As a r e s u l t of Viet Ham's recent h i s t o r y , t he l e v e l of nuc lear 

technology i n h i s country was s t i l l low compared with many other c o u n t r i e s , but 

even during a pe r iod of war, e f fo r t s had been made t o promote education and sc ience . 

I n the framework of t he Jo in t I n s t i t u t e fo r Nuclear Research at Dubna i n t he 

Soviet Union, and t h e Da Lat r eac to r i n s t a l l a t i o n , i t had been pos s ib l e t o t r a i n 

s t a f f and t o promote the use of rad io iso topes and nuc lear methods i n medicine, 

geology, a g r i c u l t u r e , indus t ry , e t c . His country wanted t o i n t e n s i f y i t s exchange 

and co-operat ion r e l a t i o n s with o ther coun t r i e s and with s c i e n t i f i c organiza t ions 

abroad and, i n t h a t context , he wished t o express the g r a t i t ude of h i s country 

for the approval of i t s requests for t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance under t he Agency's r egu la r 

programme for 1979. 

36. How tha t peace had been es tab l i shed , Viet Nam had d i f f i c u l t t a s k s t o perform: 

i t had t o cleanse i t s war wounds, t o r e s t o r e and develop t h e economy, and t o 

promote cu l ture and science i n order t o b u i l d a peaceful , independent, un i t ed and 

prosperous Viet Ham. The Vietnamese people had only one des i r e and t h a t was t o 

have a durable peace on which t o bu i ld , and i t was a l so determined t o preserve the 

independence and freedom which i t had gained with such a great s a c r i f i c e . I n 

foreign p o l i t i c s , t h e r e f o r e , t he S o c i a l i s t Republic of Viet Ham was following a 

po l icy of peace, f r iendship and co-operat ion with o ther countr ies - an independent, 

sovereign pol icy - which would allow i t t o develop r e l a t i o n s with o the r countr ies 

on t he bas i s of peaceful co-exis tence . His country therefore wholly supported the 

ob jec t ives l a i d down i n Ar t i c l e I I of t h e Agency's S t a t u t e : " , . . . t o acce l e r a t e 

and enlarge the con t r ibu t ion of atomic energy t o peace, hea l th and p r o s p e r i t y 

throughout the wor ld . " The Soc i a l i s t Republic of Viet Ham undertook t o play an 

ac t ive par t i n t he e f f o r t s t o d i spe l for ever t he r i s k of a nuclear war and t o 

defend the cause of world peace. 

37. Mr. ABU EED (Kuwait) congratula ted t he Pres ident and other o f f i ce r s 

on t h e i r e l e c t i o n . He a lso complimented the S e c r e t a r i a t , under Dr. Eklund, for 

t h e e f f i c i en t manner i n which i t had conducted t he Agency's work. 
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38. I n September 1976, at t h e twent ie th regular s e s s ion of t he General Conference, 

he had r e fe r r ed t o t he obs tac les encountered by developing na t ions i n t h e i r e f f o r t s 

t o launch nuclear power programmes. I n p a r t i c u l a r , he had s t r e s s e d the shortage 

of t r a i n e d manpower for t h e planning and implementation of nuclear power programmes 

and had proposed t o the Conference the idea of e s t a b l i s h i n g a number of r eg iona l 

nuc lea r t r a i n i n g centres each incorpora t ing a small dual-purpose nuclear power 

p l an t designed mainly fo r t r a i n i n g . That idea was borrowed from the Nuclear Power 

Programme of Kuwait, which envisaged the establishment of such a dual-purpose 

nuc l ea r power plant fo r t h e genera t ion of about 40 MH of e l e c t r i c power and t h e 

d e s a l i n a t i o n of about 10 000 m of water a day. Kuwait had developed the i d e a 

of t h e small dual-purpose nuc lea r power plant and taken i t t o t h e bidding s t a g e . 

The outcome of t h a t exe rc i se had been described i n a paper he had presented i n 

October 1977 a t the Advisory Croup Meeting on Small and Medium Power Reactors, 

i n Athens. I n view of t h e widespread i n t e r e s t i n small and medium power r e a c t o r s , 

he wanted t o dwell b r i e f l y on Kuwait 's idea of a small nuc lear p lant for t r a i n i n g 

purposes and a l so for power product ion and de sa l i n a t i o n . Such an i n s t a l l a t i o n 

could form t h e hub of a nuc lea r t r a i n i n g centre not only for Kuwait but a l so fo r 

o the r countr ies i n the reg ion . I t had been decided t o i n v i t e bids a f t e r extensive 

consu l ta t ions with expert bodies including the Agency. Bidding had been i n two 

s t a g e s . The f i r s t s tage had consis ted of pre l iminary contacts i n which the genera l 

concept and the bas ic requirements had been communicated t o major nuclear r e a c t o r 

f irms i n Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, Prance, Japan, Sweden, t he 

United Kingdom, the United S t a t e s and the Soviet Union and subsequently t o firms i n 

Belgium, I t a l y and the Nether lands . The purpose of t he prel iminary inqu i ry had been 

t o i d e n t i f y se r ious ly i n t e r e s t e d firms wi l l i ng t o submit a complete bid , and t o obtain 

t h e i r comments on the proposed concept. Five p o s i t i v e responses had been rece ived, 

39 . The second s tage had been t o i n v i t e formal b i d s . The b ids were t o cover 

engineer ing se rv i ce s , t r a i n i n g , comprehensive fuel s e r v i c e s , supply of the e n t i r e 

p l an t inc luding the r e a c t o r , steam genera to rs , t u r b i n e - a l t e r n a t o r , d i s t i l l a t i o n 

p l a n t , e l e c t r i c a l power system, mechanical equipment and c i v i l engineering and 

bu i ld ing works (except off-shore marine work for t he cooling water supply) . 

Provis ion for physical p r o t e c t i o n and t h e app l i ca t ion of safeguards i n accordance 

with Agency requirements had been spec i f i ed . 
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40. The nominal s ize suggested had been about 50 MW(e), f o r dr iv ing a 40 MW(e) 

tu rbo -gene ra to r and supplying steam t o a 10 000 m /day d i s t i l l a t i o n p l a n t . The 

r e a c t o r choice - between p re s su r i zed water , bo i l i ng wate r and pressure tube types -

had been l e f t open. 

4 1 . I n v i t a t i o n s t o bid had been sent t o i n t e r e s t e d s u p p l i e r s i n November 1976; 

a f t e r in te r im d iscuss ions , b id s had been received by 15 June 1977 from the 

Federal Republic of Germany, I t a l y , t he United Kingdom and France. 

42. The bids submitted had been of a high t echn ica l s tandard and had r e f l e c t e d 

t h e i n t e r e s t and competence of t h e bidders i n the small r e a c t o r f i e l d . Technical ly , 

t he b ids had genera l ly complied with the broad l i n e s of t h e spec i f i c a t i on , but 

i n t h e i r commercial and con t rac tua l aspects they had been l e s s compliant, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t he scope and p r i c i n g of t he fuel s e r v i c e s . 

43 . The main c r i t e r i a used i n eva lua t ing the bids had been: 

(1) The relevance of t h e small r e a c t o r t o l a rge commercial p l a n t s 

i n ac tua l operat ion - a key aspect from the t r a i n i n g point of view; 

(2) The s t a t u s of t he r e a c t o r design: a l l t he r e a c t o r s offered had been 

based, i n varying degrees , on e x i s t i n g technology, but c e r t a i n novel 

and i n t e r e s t i n g f ea tu re s had been apparent; 

' (3) The sa fe ty of the r e a c t o r : t he spec i f i ca t i on had re fe r red t o the 

appropr ia te r egu la t ions of t he US Nuclear Regulatory Commission as 

a sa fe ty s tandard. The eva lua t ion had revealed t h a t novel fea tures 

appearing i n some of t h e designs had not yet been submitted t o 

l i c ens ing a u t h o r i t i e s i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ; 

(4) Fuel s e rv i ce : s ince Kuwait d id not yet have a nuc lea r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

comprehensive fuel s e r v i c e s had been asked fo r ; 

(5) Contractual and commercial a spec t s , inc luding t h e condi t ions of 

con t rac t , firmness of p r i c e s , warrant ies on completion, output , 

e f f ic iency , fuel performance, a v a i l a b i l i t y and maintenance: some of 

t he bidders had offered firm p r i c e s for design, f a b r i c a t i o n , supply 

and execution of p l a n t , but most had not done so fo r c i v i l works. 

All p r i c e s offered had been subject t o e s c a l a t i o n and, i n some cases , 

t o changes i n exchange r a t e s . Fnel warrant ies had been e i t h e r l im i t ed 

or not mentioned; 
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(6) Co-operation with the customer: some bids had included full 
co-operation and had offered the Kuwait Ministry of Electrici ty 
and Water (MEW) full participation in the design, safety analysis, 
project management, etc. Other bidders had made no co-operation 
proposals; 

(7) Programme for completion: an early start and a short completion 
period had been desirable in order to obtain maximum operating 
training in advance of the f i r s t commercial plant, planned for 1986; 

(8) Operational and training aspects: a l l bidders had offered training 
programmes for HEH personnel, but the programmes had varied in the 
degree of comprehensiveness; 

(9) Bid prices and net outputs: the bid prices had been very much 
higher than expected. A number of factors had been thought to have 
led to the high bid prices, particularly the desire on the part of 
the bidders to recover a large part of the cost of developing the 
small reactor for the first c l ient . The bid prices had varied 
from about US $300 million to about US $600 million. The net 
electr ical output had varied from 30 MVf(e) to 50 MW(e), a l l for an 
output of 10 000 m of d is t i l led water a day; 

(10) The bid prices had been adjusted to allow for various factors and 
to include owner's costs, fuel loading, contingencies, interest 
during construction, cost escalation and exchange rate fluctuations 
up to 1984. The estimated to ta l capital cost to 1984 had varied 
between US $600 million and US $1200 million. The average specific 
to ta l capital cost had been about US $17 000 per net kw(e), after 
allowing for extra capacity of about 10 HW(e) equivalent to the 
d is t i l la t ion plant. 

44. I t had been concluded that the unexpectedly high capital costs reflected by 
the bid prices shed doubt on the value of such a small training reactor in relation 
to i t s overall contribution to Kuwait's future nuclear programme. The previously 
envisaged nuclear programme of Kuwait was, therefore, being reconsidered. 

45» The negative result, however, could not be looked upon as the end of the 
idea of the development of small and medium nuclear reactors as a useful tool for 
developing countries. The size chosen for the exercise had definitely been too 
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small and i t s potential market very limited, but medium-sized commercial nuclear 
reactors of 200-500 Mw(e) might have a tremendous potential market in developing 
countries, and i t was definitely worth following up the idea. 

46. Mr. PIETIKSH (Finland) said that one of the major aims of organized 
international co-operation was to preserve mankind from the horrors of war and in 
particular of nuclear war, and the role of the Agency in that endeavour was 
demanding and diff icul t . Finland considered that the acceptance and application 
of a universal and s t r i c t safeguards system was in the interest of a l l States. 

47. Many in i t ia t ives had been taken to strengthen HPT, and, although i t had not 
fulfilled al l i t s expectations, KPT was s t i l l the most effective tool of 
non-proliferation which the international community possessed. His Government 
hoped that the Second Review Conference of the Parties to HPT would further 
strengthen the non-proliferation regime and contribute to a broader consensus on 
international co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The Review 
Conference should also find ways of creating conditions where no State outside HPT 
could reasonably argue that remaining outside the Treaty was compatible with i t s 
considered national in teres ts . At i t s preceding session, the General Assembly 

of the United Nations had adopted a resolution on the subject on the in i t i a t ive 
of the Finnish delegation. Finland would continue to promote non-proliferation 
and urged those non-nuclear-weapon States party to HPT which had not yet concluded 
safeguards agreements with the Agency to expedite finalization of such agreements. 

48. The new safeguards agreements and arrangements negotiated by the Agency 
would make greater demands in terms of personnel and funds, but the sum allocated 
for the purpose was a modest price to pay. 

49. The different parts of the Agency's programme were equally important and no 
part should be neglected in favour of another. Considering the scarcity of energy 
sources, i t was not surprising that the developing nations were assigning a more 
important role to energy in the i r national plans and looked to the Agency for 
assistance, thereby increasing the demand for such assistance. I t was perhaps 
time to examine the question of technical assistance in a l l i t s aspects and 
consider how the available funds could be increased and used better . In 
Resolution 32/lS7f, the General Assembly had also emphasized the urgent need for 
common efforts towards a substantial increase in such assistance. 
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50. In the programme of technical assistance, priori ty should be accorded to 
areas where the Agency was the sole contributor - for example, reactor safety 
and physical protection. Finland would co-operate with the Agency in expanding 
i t s act ivi t ies in such areas. 

51. His country regarded the study of a possible plutonium bank to be of great 
importance because i t would strengthen the non-proliferation regime and also 
contribute to the availability of energy resources, and i t hoped to be of 
assistance in the further elaboration of the project. 

52. The Agency promoted the progress of nuclear technology and science through 
an extensive programme of meetings, seminars and symposia, and Finland was pleased 
to be hosting a meeting in 1979. Considering the public's interest in nuclear 
matters, i t might be worth holding another conference like the one on nuclear 
power and i t s fuel cycle held at Salzburg in 1977. 

53. His country was very interested in the work of IMFCE, which, judging by 
what i t had achieved to date, would make a valuable contribution to creating 
conditions under which nuclear energy would be able to play i t s part in meeting 
world energy requirements while assuaging the growing popular concern about 
nuclear energy and minimizing the dangers of nuclear proliferation. 

54. IHFCE could also provide guidance concerning the proliferation resistance of 
the various fuel cycles, which would be useful to individual countries and to the 
world community in planning nuclear pol ic ies . Finland looked forward to practical 
results relating to physical protection, environmental and health aspects, and so 
on. Further information should also be gained on the financial aspects of the 
back end of the fuel cycle. Within the framework of IUFCK such questions as the 
need for innovative legal arrangements and the international management and 
storage of plutoniura and spent fuel would have to be tackled. The Agency's 
Secretariat deserved to be commended on the assistance which i t had provided to IHFCE 
His Government supported the fifteen countries which were endeavouring to formulate 

a common policy with regard to the export of nuclear materials, equipment and 
technology and which had circulated a document containing the basic principles and 
guidelines which they had agreed to follow in the i r export policy. Having been 
engaged for many years in promoting international arrangements which would make 
the non-proliferation regime more effective, i t considered that the adoption of 
those guidelines would be a significant step in that direction. However, acceptance 
by the recipient countries of the principle of full-scope control was a necessary 
condition for ensuring an effective safeguards system. 
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55. Finland, for i t s part, had already assumed obligations relating to nuclear 
exports under HPT and the recommendations of the Zangger Committee and intended 
to apply export conditions accordingly. In recent years the nuclear 
non-proliferation regime had become more cumbersome and complicated with the 
adoption of different export c r i te r ia by different countries and the negotiation 
of bi lateral agreements. That trend had brought about unnecessary administrative 
and practical d i f f icul t ies . I t might be helpful to hold a meeting of the parties 
concerned in order to reach comprehensive international agreements satisfying 
both the need for administrative straightforwardness and certain stringent 
safeguards c r i t e r i a . 

56. I t was gratifying to note that some progress had been made towards a 
convention on the physical protection of nuclear material; i t had now been agreed 
that at the f i rs t stage the future convention should apply only to nuclear material 
during international transport, protection of which was imperative because of 
phenomena like terrorism. His Government was in favour of such a convention and 
hoped i t would be accepted universally. 

57. As regards the Agency's programme and budget for 1979» his delegation fully 
understood the problems and appreciated the Director General's efforts to arrive 

at balanced budget estimates, which i t supported. I t would not be to the advantage 
of the Agency to t ry to bypass the current problems by delaying the i r solution. 
As a token of i t s support for the technical assistance programme, Finland would, 
as in previous years, pay i t s share of voluntary contributions to the General Fund. 

58. The special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations had provided 
the basis on which future concrete disarmament steps could be taken. While 
disarmament was possible only under conditions of dStente, the interaction 
between disarmament and detente did not automatically follow from a pol i t ica l 
relaxation of tensions. Peace, security and social progress called for common 
efforts by a l l , and the Agency's role in that context was pivotal. 

59. Mr. ABS (Holy See) said that the past few years had seen a growing 
debate about the use of nuclear energy, especially in technologically sophisticated 
countries. Positions had been taken both in defence of and in opposition to the 
use of nuclear energy. In that debate churches, church groups and individual 
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church leaders and spokesmen had been active, and appeals had often been made 
to the Catholic Church to make some declaration on the subject. I t was not the 
Holy See's task to decide on technical matters but, because such questions had 
•wide social, ethical and moral implications, the Church did have the 
responsibility of shedding light on the i r ethical and moral aspects in order to 
safeguard fundamental values for mankind. Pope John Paul I had said in that 
context that the Church was called to give co the world that strengthening of 
the spir i t which was so needed and which alone could assure salvation, 

60. The main problem connected with the ut i l izat ion of nuclear energy was the . 
possibil i ty of i t s military use. The late Pope Paul VI had addressed a message 
to the United nations Special Session on Disarmament on the need for disarmament; 
in i t he had said that the Church appreciated very much the in i t ia t ives that had 
already been taken in connection with disarmament, but that a l l countries must 
be encouraged to continue and to develop ini t ia t ives with the final goal of 
completely eliminating the atomic arsenal; at the same time, means must be found 
for giving a l l peoples access to the immense resources of nuclear energy for 
the i r peaceful use. 

61. Unfortunately, much remained to be done. HPT could not of i t s e l f guarantee 
progress towards disarmament so long as only those of i t s provisions were 
implemented which dealt with the obligations, on the one hand, of the non-nuclear-
weapon States and, on the other hand, of the nuclear-weapon States to assist the 
non-nuclear-weapon States with the peaceful use of atomic energy. The restr ict ion, 
and even the elimination, of horizontal proliferation was to ta l ly inadequate unless 
i t was accompanied by the restr ic t ion and eventual elimination of al l vertical 
proliferation. The nuclear arms race had to be stopped as soon as possible. 

62. However, the peaceful uses of nuclear energy also required careful note to 
be taken of the i r social, cultural, moral and ethical aspects, lfliile the 
technological and scientif ic advances made in the field of nuclear energy had 
been immense, technology and science s t i l l needed to be measured against the 
needs and hopes, the aspirations and values of men and women where both the i r 
own lives and the lives of generations to come were concerned, 

63. In recent years there had been a deeper assessment of and more rea l i s t ic 
discussions about the uses of nuclear energy. Public debate had helped inform 
citizens, and governments had not hesitated to reassess energy questions in the 
context of the current and future needs of society. 

64. At the 1977 session of the General Conference, the Holy See had encouraged 
the .Agency to keep the nuclear debate open. The three points he had made at that 
time (paragraphs 17-19 of document GC(xXl)/OR.196) were s t i l l valid. 
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65. In addition, there was a fourth question, namely that of human r ights . 
Countries which experienced an energy gap might have to turn increasingly to 
nuclear power, and that development carried with i t certain social r isks . That 
would be particularly true where a plutoniun! economy was adopted, as the risks 
involved and the increased need to protect nuclear materials could cause 
invasions of privacy, increased surveillance of the public, and any number of 
social and pol i t ical changes which might threaten fundamental human r ights . 
Although a "police s tate" was not automatically the result of an increase in the 
use of nuclear materials, everyone should be aware of that possibi l i ty. The 
convention on the physical protection of nuclear material that was under discussion 
might provide solutions to that problem. In any case, everything possible should 
be done to ensure that nuclear ac t iv i t ies did not develop at the expense of 

human r ights . 

66. However, an increase in research on and the development of applications of 
nuclear science to health and food and crop production was to be encouraged. 
The Holy See had supported an integral approach to problems connected with 

a new world order, development and peace, and Pope Paul had asked that means be 
found for giving a l l peoples access to the immense resources of nuclear energy 
for peaceful purposes. Kuclear energy had an important role to play in 
agricultural development and health care, including preventive medicine. 

67. Finally, he stated that the question of the advisability of the ut i l izat ion 
of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes was of world-wide importance and should 
be solved by international co-operation. In that respect the Agency had to 
continue to play a leading role. A common, internationally accepted decision 
should be taken about whether nuclear energy was to be employed; that implied a 
world-wide or at least a regional plan for sharing the benefits and risks of 
nuclear energy justly. 

68. An appeal for world-wide co-operation in the use of nuclear energy might 
seem untimely in an era in which States sometimes guarded the i r sovereignty 
most jealously. However, such co-operation would show whether members of the 
international community were capable of working together on the solution of a 
problem of world-wide importance. 
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69. Mr. VELASCO (Phi l ipp ines ) congratula ted the President of the General 

Conference on h i s e l e c t i o n and commended the Agency on i t s twen ty - f i r s t year of 

se rv ice t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The inc reas ing membership of t h e Agency 

and the growing i n t e r e s t i n t he Agency's a c t i v i t i e s were c l ea r manifes ta t ions 

of t he confidence t h a t t h e Member S t a t e s , e s p e c i a l l y those from the developing 

world, had i n t he present Management and S e c r e t a r i a t and of t h e i r r i s i n g 

expectat ions of g r e a t e r benef i t s from the peaceful uses of atomic energy. The 

main concerns of t h e developing countr ies were acce le ra ted economic development, 

improved hea l th and s a n i t a t i o n , and increased a g r i c u l t u r a l and i n d u s t r i a l product ion. 

They look t o atomic energy as a means t o help solve those problems, 

70. The Phi l ippine Government was gra tefu l for the support i t had rece ived over 

the years from the Agency. The app l ica t ion of rad io iso topes and nuclear techniques 

i n medicine, a g r i c u l t u r e and s c i e n t i f i c research had already become genera l ly 

accepted in the country . Effor t s were cu r r en t ly being made to promote the 

i n d u s t r i a l app l i ca t ions of r ad io i so topes . The cons t ruc t ion of the f i r s t nuclear 

power p lan t in the Ph i l i pp ines was already well under way. I t was expected t o be 

in commercial opera t ion i n the second ha l f of 1982. The Agency had extended 

t echn ica l a s s i s t ance by sending safety missions t o a s s i s t the loca l nuc lear 

regula tory a u t h o r i t y . 

7 1 . The Phi l ippine dec is ion t o "go nuclear" had been a r r ived a t a f t e r cons ider ­

a t i on of the a l t e r n a t i v e resources a v a i l a b l e . While loca l circumstances favoured 

concentrat ion on the use of geothermal, hyd roe l ec t r i c and other indigenous 

sources , the nuclear opt ion was considered t o be a fur ther approach t o ensuring 

the long-term a v a i l a b i l i t y and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of the energy supply wi th in the 

current century and beyond. The Phi l ippine case was not unique; o ther developing 

count r ies were looking inc reas ing ly t o the use of nuclear power. There was thus 

g rea t e r reason for extending subs tan t i a l t e chn i ca l ass i s tance t o the developing 

countr ies so tha t t h e i r nuclear power programmes could be implemented with a 

minimum of r i s k and could be operated by q u a l i f i e d loca l personnel . Cr i t i c i sms 

had been made of the a t tempts by developing count r ies t o e s t ab l i sh nuclear power 

p l a n t s without the r e q u i s i t e na t iona l c a p a b i l i t y and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . That problem 

could be solved through as s i s t ance from the Agency. The proposed pub l i ca t i on of 

a guidebook on nuc lear manpower development was t o be welcomed. I"t was impossible 
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t o overemphasize the importance of making the guidebook ava i lab le at t he e a r l i e s t 

pos s ib l e t ime . 

72. The Phi l ippine de lega t ion was pleased to note t h a t t he Agency had a l ready 

i n i t i a t e d moves for t h e acce le ra t ed implementation of i t s t echn ica l a s s i s t ance 

programme. Increased and more e f fec t ive a s s i s t ance t o t he developing Member 

S t a t e s i n connection with t h e i r atomic energy programmes would ensure t h e i r 

continuing support fo r t h e Agency ,s e f fo r t s at safeguards against poss ib le 

d ive r s ion of nuclear m a t e r i a l s and technology fo r non-peaceful purposes. 

7 3 . The Phi l ippine de lega t ion apprecia ted the need fo r an increased Agency budget 

fo r 1979. However, t h e d i spropor t iona te inc reases i n the establishment of new 

pos t s and i n t he budgetary a l l oca t ions for the Agency's safeguards a c t i v i t i e s i n 

comparison with i t s research and t echn ica l ope ra t ions , p a r t i c u l a r l y t e chn i ca l 

a s s i s t ance and t r a i n i n g , were mat ters of concern. Under i t s S t a t u t e , t he Agency-

had a s p e c i f i c mandate t o "seek t o acce le ra te and enlarge t he con t r ibu t ion of 

atomic energy t o peace, h e a l t h and prosper i ty throughout the world". I t had 

l ikewise been d i rec ted t o " a l l o c a t e i t s resources i n such a manner as t o secure 

e f f i c i en t u t i l i z a t i o n and the g rea tes t poss ib le genera l benef i t i n a l l a reas of 

t h e world, bearing i n mind the spec ia l needs of t h e underdeveloped areas of t h e 

world". The provis ion of t echn ica l ass i s tance t o t he developing coun t r i e s , which 

represented almost 70$ of t he membership, was t he r e fo r e a ba s i c function of t h e 

Agency. However, from 1971 t o 1977 safeguards expendi tures had increased 

from $1.6 mi l l ion t o $7.7 mi l l i on , an average i nc rea se of $1 mi l l ion a y e a r . 

On the o ther hand, the a l l o c a t i o n for t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e and t r a i n i n g had r i s e n 

from $0.64 mi l l ion i n 1971 t o l e s s than $2 mi l l i on i n 1977. Technical a s s i s t ance 

had always been dependent on voluntary con t r ibu t ions , which never seemed adequate 

t o se rv ice a l l the reques t s of Member S t a t e s . I t was d i f f i c u l t t o understand t h e 

philosophy behind support ing safeguards a c t i v i t i e s under the regu la r programme 

while t echn ica l a s s i s t ance was kept dependent on vo lunta ry con t r ibu t ions . 

74 . I t was not the i n t e n t i o n of the Phi l ipp ine de lega t ion t o deny the importance 

of the Agency's nuclear safeguards funct ions . The Ph i l ipp ines had i n fact 

demonstrated i t s support fo r the po l icy of nuc lear non -p ro l i f e r a t i on by becoming 

a s ignatory of BPT and by s igning a nuclear agreement with Aus t ra l i a which emphasized 
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non-proliferation objectives. Pinal discussions were also being held on a 

separate nuclear agreement with another country. 

75. The non-proliferation objectives of HPT could be approached and the .Agency's 

safeguards responsibilities considerably reduced i f there was less motivation for 

nations to develop the i r own nuclear weapons clandestinely. That could be done 

by eliminating discrimination among countries in the access to nuclear information 
and equipment, by ensuring the long—term availability under reasonable conditions 
of nuclear fuel and related services and by demonstrations of sincerity in 
effecting nuclear weapons disarmament. A non-proliferation strategy for the 1980s 
and beyond called for multinational co-operation and international understanding, 
IHFCE was a positive step in that direction. The study would be able to provide 
strategies and programmes to reduce the chances of proliferation and promote 
continued co-operation among developing and developed countries in the transfer 
of nuclear material, equipment, services and technology. 

76. The agitation by anti-nuclear groups to stop further development of nuclear 
power was already gaining world-wide momentum. The public, which was the ultimate 
beneficiary, should be given proper information about the benefits to be derived 
from nuclear power as well as about the associated potential hazards and social 
problems. The Agency could not remain unconcerned about current developments. 

I t should intensify i t s work on the risk assessment and social problems of nuclear 
power, the development of internationally acceptable nuclear safety guides, codes 
and regulatory standards and the publication of technical information bulletins 
on the performance of nuclear power plants. 

77. The Philippine Government was especially interested in the Regional 
Co-operative Agreement for Research, Development and Training Related to Nuclear 
Science and Technology (RCA), which was currently in i t s seventh year of implemen­
tation. Australia was most welcome as a new member and the increased assistance 
promised by the Agency and various Governments was greatly appreciated. The long-
term RCA activi t ies start ing in 1978 were of a scope and magnitude that could 
demonstrate the usefulness of large radiation sources in the economic and social 
progress of developing countries. The projects could equally show the practicability 
of an exchange of scientif ic expertise among the countries within the region. The 
Philippines eagerly awaited the earl iest possible implementation of the 
recommendations of the regional industr ial radioisotopes mission that had visi ted 
RCA member countries early in 1978. Programmes on the commercial use of radiation 
for the preservation of fish and fishery products as well as of medical products 
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and pharmaceuticals were urgently needed. I t was to be hoped that the Agency 

would be responsive to the needs of the RCA countries in i t s future budgets. 

78. The Philippine Government recognized the attention and support given by 
the Director General and the Secretariat to the special needs of the developing 
countries. As a demonstration of i t s appreciation of, and full support for, the 
technical assistance programme, i t was maintaining the offer of three Type I I 
fellowships and would be contributing to the General Fund an amount in excess of 
that corresponding to i t s base rate of assessment. 

79. Mr. CHUCHOM (Thailand) said that the Director General's masterly opening 
statement and the concise but informative annual report provided an excellent 
basis for understanding the act ivi t ies of the Agency. 

80. The General Conference gave Member States an opportunity t o expound the i r 
views on various issues, and his delegation wished to begin with the subject 
close to the heart of a l l developing countries, namely technical assistance. 

81. The annual target for voluntary contributions to the General Fond, from 
which the Agency's technical assistance programme was largely financed, had 
always been a point of long discussion among Members of the Board of Governors. 
His delegation fel t that some guideline or formula for arriving at the target 
should be agreed upon, so that the matter could be resolved more swiftly and 
rationally. Among the points to be considered in establishing such a guideline 
was that there should be some correlation between the target and the size of the 
Agency's budget. The present situation of practically no increase in the funds 
for technical assistance compared with a 27$ increase in the safeguards budget 
and an increase of over 20$ in the overall budget was clearly undesirable. In 
saying that , his delegation did not wish to minimize the important role of 
safeguards in the Agency's ac t iv i t ies . However, the role of technical assistance, 
which was of direct benefit to the vast majority of Member States, should not be 
overlooked. 

82. The essentially voluntary character of the method of financing technical 
assistance had, alas, led to the problem of unobligated funds - a subject 
extensively dealt with in the annual report for 1977. His delegation wished to 
stress that that problem did not arise simply from the fact that some contributions 
were received in non-convertible currencies, since s ta t i s t i cs showed that 
unobligated funds occurred in both convertible and non-convertible currencies, 
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but was also i n some measure due t o de f i c ienc ies i n project implementation. 

Thailand the re fo re welcomed the various s t eps being taken by the Agency t o t r y 

and solve the problem. 

83. I t was a ma t t e r for regre t tha t many worthwhile p ro jec t s were s t i l l having 

t o be turned down owing t o lack of funds. For example, t ha t year a t e c h n i c a l l y 

and economically sound projec t on uranium prospect ing put forward by Thailand, 

could not be implemented for t h a t reason and s t i l l remained as a "footnote a/" 

p r o j e c t . For a developing country l i k e Thai land, which was s t i l l i n t h e ea r ly 

s tages of nuc lear development, such a f ront-end fuel cycle projec t could be of 

immense va lue . 

84. Being a p a r t y t o APT, Thailand supported the concept of fu l l -scope 

safeguards, but a t t he same time i t f e l t s t rong ly t h a t , i f the safeguards 

programme was t o be successful , provis ion must be made for developing Member 

S ta tes t o have access t o r e l i a b l e fuel suppl ies as well as peaceful nuc lear 

technology. All measures designed to achieve tha t object ive were supported by 

h i s de legat ion . I t was a l so i n fu l l agreement with the Direc tor Genera l ' s 

statement tha t nuclear-weapon Member S t a t e s had an obl iga t ion t o implement 

Ar t i c les IT and VI of DPT. 

85. As a p a r t y t o t h e Regional Co-operative Agreement for Research, Development 

and Training Related t o Huclear Science and Technology (RCA), Thailand welcomed 

the meeting he ld r ecen t ly i n Kuala Lumpur t o plan future RCA a c t i v i t i e s , and i t 

a l so welcomed Japan as a new s ignatory . 

86. Thailand had always supported the work of the Agency, and i t had always 

demonstrated i t s support by making i t s con t r ibu t ions t o the General Fund and the 

Regular Budget a t an ea r ly s t age . For 1979 i t had already pledged a con t r ibu t ion 

t o the General Fond i n t he amount of US $9350> corresponding t o i t s base r a t e of 

assessment. I n conclusion, h i s delegat ion wished t o thank the Chairman of the 

Group of 77, fo r convening a meeting of t he Group for t he f i r s t time during a 

sess ion of the General Conference. That i n i t i a t i v e should contr ibute t o the 

e f fec t ive p a r t i c i p a t i o n of t he Group of 77 i n the work of the Agency. 

87. Mr. OSMAK (Egypt) s a id tha t the programme fo r 1979-84 as presented 

i n document GC(xXIl)/600 r e f l ec t ed a considerable expansion i n the Agency's 

a c t i v i t i e s over a wide range of peaceful app l i ca t ions of nuclear technology. 
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Special emphasis had r i g h t l y been placed on nuc lea r power, nuclear s a f e t y and 

environmental p r o t e c t i o n , fuel cycle requirements and se rv ices and waste management 

and d i sposa l . 

88. Everyone was aware of t he complex and s e n s i t i v e nature of the s tage through 

which nuclear energy was pass ing , and i n t he years ahead so lu t ions had t o be found 

for a number of outs tanding i s s u e s . 

89. I n t he f i r s t p l a c e , the world had t o meet t he growing demand fo r energy i n 

order t o maintain and enhance i n d u s t r i a l development and t o r a i s e the s tandard of 

l i v i n g i n the developing world. Over the pas t few years nuclear power had 

assumed a unique and important ro le as t he competi t ive a l t e r n a t i v e for meeting 

l a rge - sca l e energy requirements i n t he fu tu re . I t would no doubt continue t o play 

such a ro l e during t h e next few decades. 

90. But the development of nuclear power meant t h a t th ree major chal lenges had 

t o be met. The f i r s t and probably the most c r u c i a l challenge was t h a t of t he 

fuel cycle; a f t e r t h e discovery and mining of uranium ores , t he re had t o be 

adequate enrichment s e r v i c e s , fuel f ab r i ca t i on , i r r a d i a t e d fuel reprocess ing and 

waste management and d i s p o s a l . Secondly, i t was necessary t o p ro tec t t he envi ron­

ment and t o reassure t h e publ ic about the s a f e t y of nuclear f a c i l i t i e s . Th i rd ly , 

t h e r e was a need t o s top p r o l i f e r a t i o n and a t t h e same t ime t o fu r the r t h e t r a n s f e r 

of nuclear energy and technology between supp l i e r and rec ip ien t count r ies without 

pre-condi t ions or r e s t r i c t i o n s . 

9 1 . Egypt apprecia ted t h e fact t h a t the Agency had pursued a h ighly ac t ive ro l e 

i n providing advice and ass i s t ance t o those Member S ta te s planning or embarking 

on nuc lea r power programmes t o meet t h e i r immediate energy needs and, l i k e o the r 

developing coun t r i e s , had p ro f i t ed g r e a t l y from t h e t r a i n i n g courses run by the 

Agency on the planning and implementation of nuc lea r power programmes. 

92. Among the notable achievements of the Agency during the past two decades had 

been those i n t he f i e l d s of hea l t h and nuclear s a f e ty and environmental p r o t e c t i o n . 

The Agency was t o be s p e c i a l l y commended for i t s programme on the development of 

s tandards and codes of p r a c t i c e for the safe opera t ion of nuclear power p l a n t s . 

93 . Another important accomplishment of the Agency was t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Buclear 

Information System ( I M S ) , which provided an outs tanding example of w i l l i ngness on 

t he pa r t of S ta t e s advanced i n nuclear technology t o share with others t h e r e s u l t s 

of t h e i r nuclear research and development programmes. IKIS had become va luab le 

as a means for the d i s t r i b u t i o n of t echn ica l information t o a l l Member S t a t e s . 
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94. The Agency's achievements had been made poss ible by ;the s t rong support and 

co-operat ion of i t s Members, and, even more important, because decis ions on 

nuc lea r pol icy had been made wi th in t he Agency by the competent bod ies . But now 

i t was found t h a t major decis ions were being taken outs ide t he Agency by a l imi ted 

number of Member S t a t e s using non-p ro l i f e r a t ion as a p r e t e x t . 

95 . Regarding the use of nuc lea r explosions for peaceful purposes (PNEs) t he re 

were c e r t a i n ob l iga t ions incumbent on nuclear-weapon S t a t e s a r i s i n g from Art ic le V 

of NPT. PHEs had great economic p o t e n t i a l i n major engineering p r o j e c t s , such as 

t he Qat tara Depression project i n Egypt, There had been a slowing down of 

development i n t h a t important f i e l d , and Egypt was d i s t r e s s e d t o see t h a t the 

funds a l loca ted under the Agency's budget for 1979 for t h e FNE Services Unit at 

t h e Agency had been reduced and t h a t scheduled meetings on PNEs had been cancelled. 

I t was time t o e s t a b l i s h an acceptable and well-defined Agency po l icy t o a s s i s t 

i n overcoming those d i f f i c u l t i e s and t o draw up a programme t o achieve the 

objec t ives set fo r th under A r t i c l e V of HPT, a t a sk which had r i g h t l y been ent rus ted 

t o t he Agency. He hoped t h a t t he Advisory Group on Nuclear Explosions for Peaceful 

Purposes would continue i t s work i n order t o find so lu t ions for t he important 

i s sues t h a t were s t i l l outs tanding according t o the repor t t he Group had 

submitted i n 1977. The Agency should a lso define the s t eps necessary for 

undertaking a comprehensive survey of poss ib le p r o j e c t s , fo r promoting and 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d i e s for p r o j e c t s and f o r prepar ing the ground 

for t h e implementation of p r o j e c t s which proved t o be t e c h n i c a l l y , economically 

and environmentally f e a s i b l e . He hoped t h a t t he Advisory Group meeting which the 

D i r ec to r General had announced over a year before would be convened i n the near 

f u t u r e . 

96. INFCE was a t ang ib l e s ign of enl ightened i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion. Egypt had 

p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n the var ious INFCE working groups as well as i n the 

Technical Co-ordinating Committee meetings and noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n tha t the 

t e chn i ca l and adminis t ra t ive d i scuss ion showed many areas of common agreement. 

Topics under d iscuss ion i n t he INFCE meetings such as fuel assurances , spent fuel 

s to rage , reprocess ing, breeder r e a c t o r s , improved e f f i c iency of thermal r eac to r s , 

advanced converter r eac to r s and a l t e r n a t i v e fuel cycles were of great importance 
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t o developing and developed coun t r i e s , t o nuclear-weapon S t a t e s and t o 

non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s ' a l i k e . Egypt would continue t o p a r t i c i p a t e ac t i ve ly i n 

INFCE and t o cont r ibute t o i t i n a cons t ruc t ive manner i n order t o achieve the 

dual objec t ive of technology t r a n s f e r and meeting energy needs on the one hand 

and nuc lea r non-p ro l i f e ra t ion on t h e o the r . 

97. Egypt was dedicated t o the prevent ion of p r o l i f e r a t i o n and bel ieved t h a t the 

e f for t s made i n t h a t area had produced notable accomplishments, although many 

important developments l ay ahead. HPT had been a milestone i n e f fo r t s t o prevent 

nuclear p r o l i f e r a t i o n , and Egypt had p a r t i c i p a t e d ac t ive ly i n t he nego t i a t ion of HPT 

and i n t h e Geneva Disarmament Conference. As an expression of i t s s t rong support 

for the Trea ty , h i s country had co-sponsored the General Assembly r e so lu t i on 

commending MPT and asking for i t t o be open for s ignature t o a l l S t a t e s ; Egypt had 

i n fact been among the f i r s t t o s i g n . Although h i s Government had not yet 

r a t i f i e d t h e Treaty, t h a t did not mean t h a t i t no longer supported i t . Egypt 

was prepared t o r a t i f y HPT, provided t h a t a l l countr ies i n t h e same region did so . 

I n the meantime, Egypt 's support f o r non -p ro l i f e r a t i on had been demonstrated by 

i t s co—sponsorship of United Nations General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s on the 

denuclear iza t ion of Africa and on t h e establishment of a nuc lea r - f r ee zone i n the 

Middle Eas t . 

98. More than a year e a r l i e r a proposal for t he amendment of Ar t i c l e VI of the 

S ta tu te had been submitted t o t he Board of Governors by Members from the areas 

of Africa and of t he Middle East and South Asia i n order t o inc rease the number 

of e lec ted s ea t s on the Board. Egypt ' s views regarding the under - represen ta t ion 

of those two areas and the neces s i t y f o r the amendment of A r t i c l e VI had been 

presented during the discuss ion of i tem 9 of t h e Conference's agenda. He hoped 

t h a t t he General Conference would a r r i v e at a consensus t h a t would r e c t i f y the 

i n j u s t i c e done t o t hose two a r e a s . 

99. Egypt was continuing t o promote i t s na t iona l programmes for the peaceful 

u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear technology t o fu r the r i t s economic and s o c i a l development. 

I n add i t ion t o the a c t i v i t i e s of t he Egyptian Atomic Energy Establishment, of 

the Authority for Nuclear Power and of the Authority for Huclear Mate r ia l s , the 

National Centre for Radiation had s t a r t e d operat ion at the end of 1977. The 

f a c i l i t i e s a t t he cent re would provide means f o r s t e r i l i z i n g medical ecjuipment 

and other ma te r i a l and would a lso be used for research and development i n connection 

with food p re se rva t ion and for p i l o t a g r i c u l t u r a l and i n d u s t r i a l experiments. 
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100. His delegation believed that the funds, allocated to the promotional ac t iv i t ies 
of the Agency were insufficient, and he noted that the target for voluntary contri­
butions for technical assistance s t i l l remained far below the needs and expectations 
of the developing countries. Since the same problem occurred every year, the 
Agency might consider the establishment of cr i ter ia which could be used as a 
basis for establishing the target so that i t need not be established on an ad hoc 
basis . Such cr i te r ia should take due account of inflation, increases in the costs 
of experts and equipment, and fluctuations in rates of exchange. The Agency 
should seek ways of achieving increases in the target for technical assistance; 
i f the system of voluntary contributions proved inappropriate, some additional 
means could be sought. Egypt considered technical assistance to be one of the 
most important functions of the Agency where developing countries were concerned 
and had decided to maintain i t s voluntary contribution to the General Fund for 1979 
at the same level as i t s contribution for 1978. 

101. Mr. MEDDAH (Tunisia) said that Tunisia, which had acceded to MPT, 
attached great importance to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, A number of 
nuclear projects had been -undertaken in Tunisia in the agricultural sphere; one 
was aimed at suppressing the Mediterranean fruit fly using the sterile-male 
technique, and a cobalt bomb had been acquired for that purpose. In the field of 
public health, a national radiation protection service was already in operation 
and a number of hospitals were using radioactive sources for certain types of 
medical treatment. In the industrial sector, Tunisia's Central Laboratory had a 
team specializing in non-destructive testing for the checking of welds and 
concrete structures. The work of the Central Laboratory would be extended to the 
tes t ing of foodstuffs and various other industrial checking procedures. Radioactive 
sources were also being used by two oi l companies for determining hydrocarbon 
rat ings. 

102. Tunisia also had a special interest in substitute forms of energy. Following 
research conducted by the College of Engineering and the establishment of a 
company for the fabrication and instal lat ion of solar-electr ic water heating plants, 
the use of solar energy for heating domestic water was beginning to gain ground. 

At the same time, Tunisia, which was elaborating an energy programme up to the 
year 2000, was studying the desirabil i ty of constructing nuclear power stat ions. 
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103, His delegation wished to express i t s gratitude to the Agency for the technical 
assistance i t had provided to Tunisia, including the secondment of an expert to 
the Central Laboratory and the supply of equipment for the application of isotopes 
in industry. Another Agency expert had recently concluded an assignment in Tunisia, 
assisting the National Office of Mines with the preparation of a uranium prospec+ing 
project. 

104, His delegation welcomed the eloquent plea made by the Director Ceneral in his 
address to the Conference that developing countries should have free access to 
nuclear technology. I t also noted with satisfaction the accent which the 
Director General had placed on technical assistance, which he had described as a 
fundamental part of the Agency's programme, 

105, Regrettably, an ever-increasing imbalance was to be observed between the 
regulatory and promotional ac t iv i t ies of the Agency, as a result of which technical 
assistance was tending to become merely an adjunct to the Agency's programme and 
budget, 

106, Tunisia considered i t of v i t a l importance to ensure that technical assistance 
in the nuclear field was used solely for peaceful purposes. The application of 
safeguards was of course one of the two principal objectives of the Agency under 
i t s Statute, the other being to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic 
energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world. However, the 
runaway development of the safeguards system, which was reflected by an exorbitant 
increase in the Regular Budget of the Agency, should not be supported at the 
expense of technical assistance, Hor should safeguards be used to satisfy the 
desires of those who wished to res t r ic t the access of developing countries to 
nuclear technology. Moreover, why could technical assistance not be financed 
from the Regular Budget rather than by voluntary contributions? 

107, I t was sad to note that , as distinct from al l the other organizations in the 
United Nations system, the Agency continued to ignore the basic principle of the 
sovereign equality of States, The distribution of seats on the Board of Governors 
was a glaring i l lus t ra t ion of tha t . I t was with the aim of redressing the 
injustice to which they were subject that the Member States from the area of 
Africa and the area of the Middle East and South Asia were inviting the General 
Conference to recognize their right to equitable representation on the Board of 
Governors, Their objective was not in any way to upset the balance that was 
claimed to exist at present, but to provide countries in the two under-privileged 
regions with the opportunity of making a fuller contribution to the l i fe and work 
of the Agency, 
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108. I t was the desire and intention of his country, like that of a l l those 
belonging to the Group of 77, to work with other Members of the Agency towards 
peace and prosperity for mankind. In that sp i r i t , the non-aligned countries, 
of which Tunisia was one, had reaffirmed the i r support at the meeting held 
recently at foreign minister level in Belgrade for the convening of an in ter ­
national conference on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy in accordance with 
Resolution 32/50 of the United Nations General Assembly. 

109. Mr. ALLOTEY (Ghana) agreed with the Director General that developing 
countries could not make do with windmills or content themselves with "appropriate", 
"soft" or "intermediate" technologies, and that to turn the wheels of industrializa­
t ion, which appeared to be the only hope for raising the standard of living in 
the developing countries, the best solution lay in the acquisition of nuclear 
technology. Ghana therefore on the whole supported the programme trends 
envisaged by the Agency for the period 1979-84. In the area of technical 
assistance, i n particular, he was happy to note that the Agency planned to take 
measures aimed at increasing the Agency's abi l i ty to respond more effectively to 
technical assistance requests from developing countries. Agency intentions to 
place emphasis on maximizing the developmental impact of technical assistance 
projects in Member States was a step in the right direction. However, he wished 
to stress the very close correlation between the Agency's capacity to respond 
more effectively to technical assistance requests and the funds available to the 
Agency. As long as funds for technical assistance continued to be t ied to voluntary 
contributions, the Agency could hardly meet technical assistance requests adequately. 
Serious consideration should be given by the Agency to changing the budgetary 
arrangements. 

110. The esoalatory trend that had characterized the Agency's budget over the 
past few years had s t i l l not ended. I t was true that some of the factors that 
had influenced the increases for 1979 were beyond the control of the Agency, but 
i f a wholesome relationship was not kept between expansion in the Agency,s 
regulatory and promotional act ivi t ies there would be a danger of frustrating the 
noble objective of the Agency with respect to the developing countries, which was 
to promote the transfer of sk i l l and knowledge relating to the use of nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes in order to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of 
atomic energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world. 
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111. His delegation regretted that , in spite of the commendable efforts on the 

part of the delegates of the areas concerned to achieve an agreeable compromise 

on the proposed amendment of Article VI.A.2 of the Statute, no consensus had 

emerged in the Board of Governors, The request of Member States in the two areas 

was legitimate because the proposed increase would make for equitable geographical 

representation. 

112. Ghana was continuing work on applications of nuclear energy and techniques 
to food and agriculture and to medicine. The programme on food and agriculture, 
which was actively supported by Ghana's Ministry of Agriculture, covered selected 
local vegetables and food crops, including grains and legumes, and involved 
studies aimed at establishing optimum conditions for the i r preservation by means 
of gamma-rays, including preservation from microbial spoilage, fungal attack and 
insect infestation. Those studies had reached an advanced stage. In addition 

to food preservation studies, some work was being done on plant breeding, pest 
control and soil plant nutri t ion. In the area of medical applications, the current 
programme had so far been mainly in the field of diagnosis because of limitations 
as regards fac i l i t i es for therapeutic applications. 

113. Mrs. ESPAHA de MERIPA (Guatemala) said that hers was a small country 
which was s t i l l struggling to overcome the disastrous effect of the 1976 earth­
quake. I t was looking to atomic energy to help raise the level .of health of i t s 
population, to eradicate agricultural pests, to improve crops and to benefit 
industry and science. Guatemala had ini t ia ted a modest nuclear programme, which 
from the beginning had received assistance from the Agency. An effort was being 
made to extend the programme by training personnel at the university level. 
Although adequate local energy sources were-available, recourse to nuclear power 
would eventually be necessary, and Guatemala wished to keep in close contact with 
progress in that f ield so that i t could make a reasoned choice among the various 
options at the appropriate time. 

114. With regard to the draft budget for 1979, i t was understandable that there 
should be a considerable increase in the sums needed to meet the growing demands 
for technical assistance, but there was a lack of proportion between the sums 
provided for that aspect of the Agency's ac t iv i t ies and-those allocated to 
safeguards. As a signatory of KPT and the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons in Latin America (the Tlatelolco Treaty)-^, Guatemala was not opposed 
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•to the Agency taking a l l possible steps to carry out i t s inspection duties 
efficiently, but i t recognized a possible injustice in the fact that technical 
assistance funds had not increased in the same proportion. When general inflation, 
r ises in the costs of equipment and in salaries, and the constant fall in the 
purchasing power of the dollar were taken into account, i t was clear that the 
target of US $8.5 million set for voluntary contributions would at best enable 
the technical assistance programme only to be maintained at the level of previous 
years. The industrialized countries should make a substantial increase in the i r 
contribution. 

115. The Guatemalan delegation believed that there should be early approval of 
the principles governing the provision of technical assistance. The Director 
General ought to have the power to approve urgent requests for assistance which 
were submitted late; the funds involved would represent only a small proportion 
of the to ta l available for technical assistance. 

116. The Director General was to be congratulated on the work carried out during 1977, 
as detailed in documents GC(XXH)/lHP/l77 and GC(XKtl)/597. In the Introduction of 
the l a t t e r document i t was noted that 206 nuclear plants had been in operation 
"without a single radiation-induced fatal i ty or even a serious radiation-induced 
accident", but "This outstanding safety record continues to receive l i t t l e or no 
publicity in the popular press, although the most insignificant leakage or mishap 
i s certain to give rise to headlines around the world." The Agency ought to use 
the services of an international publicity agent to make known what high safety 
standards had actually been achieved in the field of nuclear technology. 

117. INFCE was to be welcomed since i t could lead to measures which would assist 
non-proliferation. Guatemala supported the conclusion of an international 
convention for the physical protection of nuclear materials and considered i t 
important that an agreement should be reached to cover a l l nuclear materials 
whatever the i r final destination. 

118. Mr. SODMOH (Mongolia) welcomed the delegation of the Socialist Republic 
of Viet Bam, which was attending a session of the General Conference for the f i r s t 
time. 

119. The present session of the General Conference was notable for the fact that 
i t had been preceded by a special session of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations devoted to questions of disarmament. One of the main results of that 
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special session was that a l l participants - with just one exception - had agreed 
that disarmament was a problem of universal import and that the combined efforts 
of a l l countries without exception would be required i f a radical solution was to 
be found. The adoption of practical and effective measures to halt the arms race 
and achieve disarmament would be the most reliable guarantee of pol i t ical dltente, 
strengthening as i t was bound to do the foundations of peace and international 
security. In that connection his delegation fully supported the ideas and 
suggestions concerning practical ways of halting the arms race and strengthening 
peace and international security which had been put forward by the Soviet Union. 

120. A few days before, the Soviet Government had come forward with a new in i t i a t ive 
aimed at further consolidating peace - namely, a proposal to a l l countries of the 
world that they should conclude a convention designed to strengthen guarantees for 
the safety of non-nuclear-weapon States. His delegation supported that proposal, 
for i t believed that a convention of the kind envisaged by the Soviet Union would 
help to ward off a nuclear catastrophe. All nuclear powers would, under the 
proposed scheme, undertake not to use nuclear weapons against States which renounced 
the production and procurement of such weapons and did not possess them on the i r 
t e r r i to ry . That would also enhance the universal character of HPT and strengthen 
the Agency's safeguards system. A good deal of progress had been made in the past 
decade, since the conclusion of HPT, but much remained to be done and fresh efforts 
were required. 

121. Enhancement of the effectiveness of Agency safeguards occupied a particularly 
important place among measures capable of strengthening the non-proliferation regime, 
and the Agency was in fact making very considerable efforts in that direction. 

Even so, much s t i l l had to be done if the world was to have reliable guarantees that 
no nuclear materials would be diverted for military use. Thus, the present si tuation 
regarding the application of Agency safeguards in the non-nuclear-weapon member 
States of the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) could not but give r ise t o 
concern. The subsidiary arrangements and faci l i ty attachments required in connection 
with the safeguards agreement concluded between the Agency, EURATOM and those 
countries'™ should be speedily completed; that would enhance the authority of KPT 
and strengthen the non-proliferation regime. 

122. One could not help observing that the regime established to prevent the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons was continually being challenged, both by certain 
States and by the military-industrial complex of the West. The Peking leaders 
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were vehement opponents of non-proliferation, as everyone knew. Disquiet was felt 
also at the nuclear preparations being carried out in countries like South Africa 
and Israel . The peace-loving States of the world should not allow such plans to 
come to fruition. 

123. The Government of Mongolia shared the concern felt by many countries at the 
danger of a further proliferation of nuclear weapons which would threaten the 
security of a l l . The safeguards system developed "by the .Agency was beyond any 
doubt one of the most important elements for realizing the aims of 33PT, and, that 
being so, his delegation supported the Agency's safeguards act ivi t ies and i t s 
future plans in relation to safeguards. 

124. The Mongolian delegation had carefully studied the Director General's report, 
in which the various act ivi t ies and plans of the Agency were outlined, and was 
pleased to note the significant achievements of the Agency. Mongolia supported 
the programme for 1979-84, and in particular the plans relevant to technical 
assistance, for the Agency's technical assistance to developing countries was 
highly important at the present. juncture. I t enabled the achievements of nuclear 
science and technology to be passed on to the developing countries. Mongolia 
had i t se l f received technical assistance from the Agency in the training of 
specialists and in various other spheres of nuclear science, for which i t wished 
to express i t s gratitude. 

125. As far as voluntary contributions were concerned, his delegation welcomed the 
decision to raise the target to US $8.5 million. Mongolia would be making i t s 
contribution to the General Fund, 

126. The documents before the Conference gave evidence of the Agency's successful 
work during the past year and revealed, in general, a good, well-thought-out 
programme. In that connection he wished to give due recognition to the capable 
leadership provided by the Agency's Director General, Dr. Sigvard Eklund, as well 
as to the productive work of the whole Secretariat. 

127. In conclusion, the Mongolian delegation was confident that the present 
session of the General Conference would make a valuable contribution to international 
collaboration in the ut i l izat ion of nuclear energy for the good of the whole world. 

128. Mr. KABBAHI (Saudi Arabia) supported the endeavours of the Director 
General to have statements by delegates regarding work and achievements of a 
national character presented to the Conference in the form of documents. The 
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limited time available for the general debate should be used for comments on the 
Annual Report and the financial situation in general. I t emerged from the 
Annual Report for 1977 that the Agency was moving away from meeting the urgent 
needs of developing countries. The advanced Member States were exerting pressure 
to transfoim the Agency into a tool for the implementation of the i r own policies 
alone. Indeed, certain restrictions and limitations were being agreed upon outside 
the Agency and communicated to i t , instead of being formulated within the Agency; 
examples of that were the recent meeting of the "London Club" and the communications 
which the Agency had been requested to reproduce (see document IirPCIRC/254). 

129. One reason for such developments lay in the composition of the Board of 

Governors, which explained why Saudi Arabia had supported and would continue to 

support the amendment of Article VI of the Statute. 

130. The proposal submitted by his country jointly with Iran and Pakistan (see 
Annex I I of document GC(xXIl)/602) did not to ta l ly remove the injustice done to 
Member States in the area of Africa. However, Saudi Arabia supported any amendment 
which would improve the representation of developing countries. 

131. Turning to the financial situation, he said that in 1978 Saudi Arabia had 
pledged as i t s voluntary contribution to the General Bund an amount three times 
that corresponding to i t s base rate of assessment, and i t hoped to do the same 
in 1979. However, large annual increases in budgets were making i t increasingly 
difficult for many developing countries to meet the i r financial obligations 
towards international organizations. For many less fortunate developing countries, 
participation in some of those organizations had long been subject to a law of 
diminishing returns, as the organizations in question believed that large staffs 
and budgets enhanced the i r prestige irrespective of the type, quality and amount 
of assistance they rendered to Member States. His delegation was, however, 
prepared to accept the budget for 1979 in view of the untiring efforts of the 
Director General to effect maximum savings. 

132. In conclusion, he said that technical assistance needed to be more effective. 
I t constituted one of the main functions of the Agency and i t was the activity 
that most benefited the majority of Member States. I t should therefore be financed 
in the same way as, for example, the move to the Donaupark, Article VI of the 
Statute had been amended twice and - He hoped - would be amended again, and i f there 
was good will on the part of a l l concerned i t should also be possible to amend 
Article XIV with regard to the financing of technical assistance. 

The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m. 


