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Twenty-fourth r e g u l a r s e s s i o n 

Item 9 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda 
(GC(XXIV)/626) 

THE FINANCING OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Report by the Board of Governors 

1 . Pursuant t o General Conference Resolu t ion GC(XXIII)/RES/368, i n which the 

Conference reques ted the Board of Governors t o s tudy the ma t t e r of the f inanc ing 

of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e and t o submit a comprehensive r epo r t t o i t a t i t s 

twenty- four th r e g u l a r s e s s i o n on a l l poss ib l e e f f e c t i v e means of t e c h n i c a l 

a s s i s t a n c e f inanc ing , the mat te r was s tud ied by the Board of Governors a t i t s 

meetings i n March, June and September, by the Technical Ass is tance Committee i n 

February, by the Adminis t ra t ive and Budg t a r y Committee i n May, and a t informal 

c o n s u l t a t i o n s conducted by the CHAIRman of the Board i n A p r i l , May and J u n e . 

2 . For t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s , the Board and the Adminis t ra t ive and Budgetary 

Committee had before them a document prepared by the S e c r e t a r i a t i n April—' . 

3» ' During the d i s c u s s i o n s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Group of 77 mainta ined the 

view t h a t the Agency's t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e programme should be f inanced from 

the Regular Budget; they s t a t e d , however, t h a t t h e y could, f o r the time be ing , 

agree t o an in t e r im s o l u t i o n which might be mutua l ly a c c e p t a b l e . Other r e p r e s e n ­

t a t i v e s expressed the view t h a t the f inanc ing of t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e should 

continue t o be on a v o l u n t a r y b a s i s . 

4. Recognizing t h a t a g r e a t e r measure of forward p lann ing would b e n e f i t the 

Agency's t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e programme, the Board a r r i v e d a t a consensus on 

the need for g r e a t e r assurance and p r e d i c t a b i l i t y with regard t o the r e sources 

a v a i l a b l e for the t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e programme and on the d e s i r a b i l i t y of the 
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Board*B recommending "indicat ive planning figures** which would serve as a non-

binding guide in f ixing ta rge t s for voluntary contributions to the Technical 

Assistance Rind in a number of future years? for example, periods of two, three 

or five years were discussed. 

5. The Board agreed to recommend an increase in the target for voluntary 

contributions to the Technical Assistance Bund from US $10.5 million in 1980 to 

US $13 million in 1981 and figures of US $16 million and US $19 million, suggested 

by the Chairman, as indicat ive planning figures for 1982 and 1983 respect ively. 


