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ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND APPOINTMENT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 

1 . The PRESIDENT reca l led t h a t , pursuant "to Rules 34 and 40 of the Rules of 

Procedure, t he General Conference had to e l ec t e ight Vice-Pres idents , t he Chairman 

of the Committee of t he Whole and f ive add i t iona l members of t h e General Committee 

on the proposal of t he P re s iden t . 

2 . As a r e s u l t of consul ta t ions t he day before and tha t morning, t he re appeared 

t o be a consensus t h a t t he General Conference should by way of an exception suspend 

the re levan t provis ion of Rule 40 and e l e c t s i x ( ins tead of f ive) add i t iona l members 

t o form the General Committee toge ther with the President of t he Conference, the 

eight Vice-Presidents and the Chairman of t he Committee of t he Whole, i t being under­

stood t h a t t h a t would not c o n s t i t u t e a precedent . 

3 . He the re fo re proposed tha t t he de lega tes of the following Member S ta te s should 

be e lec ted as Vice-Presidents of t he General Conference: Japan, Saudi Arabia, 

Senegal, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d , Union of 

Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics, United S t a t e s of America and Venezuela. 

4 . He proposed Mr. Siazon, the de lega te of t he Ph i l ipp ines , as Chairman of the 

Committee of the Whole and the de lega tes of t he following S t a t e s as addi t iona l 

members of the General Committee: Costa Rica, Prance, German Democratic Republic, 

Hungary, I nd i a and Sudan. 

5 . The General Conference accepted t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s p roposa l s . 

6 . The General Committee was thus duly appointed. 

GENERAL DEBATE AND ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1979 (resumed) 

7 . Mr. NIMPUNO (Indonesia) s a id t he main t a sk facing t h e General Conference 

was to evaluate developments r e l a t i n g t o nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, the 

t r a n s f e r of technology and assurances of supply. Unfortunately, most developing 

countr ies were not yet f u l l y enjoying t h e benef i t s of nuclear energy. Effect ive 

and ser ious co-operat ion between them and the technologica l ly advanced countr ies 

was e s s e n t i a l and should therefore be t he object of fur ther e f f o r t s . 

8 . There was no doubt as t o t he p o t e n t i a l advantages of nuc lea r energy i n a 

number of f i e l d s , and Indonesia was applying nuclear techniques i n var ious sec to rs 

of a g r i c u l t u r e under Regional Co-operation Agreement (RCA) programmes. I n t h a t 

way i t had been able t o achieve improvements i n t h e c u l t i v a t i o n of food products 

( e . g . r i c e ) and i n t he processing of l a t e x . However, most bene f i t s of us ing 

nuclear techniques were not yet f u l l y shared by a l l members of t he world community. 
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9 . I t was an unfor tunate fact t h a t nuclear energy was s t i l l very of ten 

associa ted with the idea of the des t ruc t ive power of the atom. I t was t r u l y 

r e g r e t t a b l e i n t h a t connection t h a t the Non-Prol i fe ra t ion Treaty (NPT) had 

not accomplished very much and t h a t the Second NPT Review Conference had 

been unable t o a r r i v e a t a concerted f i n a l s ta tement . That s i t u a t i o n would 

undoubtedly be an obs tac le t o the ac t ion t o be taken during the next f ive 

yea r s , but i t was t o be hoped t h a t i t would have no adverse effect on t h e 

Agency's a c t i v i t i e s . More unfortunate s t i l l was the fac t t h a t , under t he p re tex t 

of preventing p r o l i f e r a t i o n and contrary t o i t s A r t i c l e IV, NPT was s tanding 

i n the way of the implementation of nuclear programmes of developing count r ies 

by blocking the t r a n s f e r of technology and ma te r i a l s t o them. 

10. In the mat ter of implementation of t h e safeguards system, t he r e p o r t s t o 

the Second NPT Review Conference by the Agency showed t h a t t he system had not 

yet been extended t o new f a c i l i t i e s which were s ign i f i can t from the point of 

view of t h e i r p o t e n t i a l for producing m a t e r i a l s which could be used for 

nuclear weapons. Indonesia , which possessed only a few small research r e a c t o r s , 

had placed i t s modest nuclear programme under safeguards . I t be l ieved t h a t 

good in t en t ions should be expressed not only i n words but a l so i n deeds so as 

t o i n sp i r e confidence and good f a i t h and thus cont r ibu te t o the cessa t ion of 

nuclear arms p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 

1 1 . As for the Agency's promotional a c t i v i t i e s , everyone recognized the 

importance and usefulness of the t echn ica l a s s i s t ance programme. Never the less , 

the re was s t i l l room for many improvements i n t h a t a r e a . I t was a r e g r e t t a b l e 

fact t h a t Agency s t a f f members sometimes ac ted as i f they wanted t o r e t a r d the 

implementation of the na t iona l programmes of developing coun t r i e s . Requests 

for ass i s tance from those countr ies should be viewed in a broader context and 

i t should be understood t h a t those count r ies were emphasizing the t r a n s f e r of 

technology i n genera l i n order t o achieve the l eve l of competence needed for 

r e a l i z i n g t h e i r n a t i o n a l development programmes. Technology requi red t he 

support of fundamental sc ience , and t h a t was why the Indonesian de lega t ion 

had on many occasions s t a t e d i t s support for the a c t i v i t i e s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Centre for Theore t i ca l Physics a t T r i e s t e . 

12. With regard t o the annual repor t for 1979t n e wished to emphasize the 

importance of a sys temat ic evaluat ion of a l l t he a c t i v i t i e s of the Agenoy, 

and e spec ia l ly of t he t echn ica l a s s i s t ance programme, as t h a t was t he only 
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way to cor rec t shortcomings, and i t was necessary for t he Agency to assign a 

su f f i c i en t number of s t a f f t o t h a t t a s k . 

1 3 . The Indonesian delegat ion was gra te fu l tha t the Board had a r r ived at a 

consensus regarding the t a r g e t for voluntary con t r ibu t ions i n 1981. I t was 

well known t h a t there was a draf t r e so lu t ion proposing t h a t t echnica l a s s i s t ance 

should be financed under the Regular Budget. Although the many discussions t h a t 

had been devoted t o t h a t ques t ion had not produced s ign i f i can t r e s u l t s , Indonesia 

s t i l l supported the r e s o l u t i o n . In any event, i t had been agreed t h a t a means 

should be found for achieving assured funding. Indones ia , which approved the 

f igures adopted for 1981, 1902 and 1983, wished to announce a pledge of 

US $20 800 as i t s voluntary cont r ibu t ion for 1981. 

14 . Mr. ROSSI GUERRERO (Venezuela) sa id t h a t t he twenty-fourth sess ion 

of t h e General Conference was taking place a t a moment when the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

s i t u a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y c r i t i c a l . The arms r ace , and e spec ia l ly the nuclear 

weapons r ace , had become the p r inc ipa l cause for concern. On the occasion of 

the present General Conference of the Agency, a body which had been se t up 

mainly t o promote the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, i t was appropriate t o 

present some thoughts on t he subject of fac t s and a t t i t u d e s which represented 

a growing danger for the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

15 . The r e s u l t s of the Second NPT Review Conference, held r ecen t ly at Geneva, 

had been discouraging. Once again, the nuclear-weapon S ta tes had sought t o 

preserve a kind of nuclear o l igopo ly . Evidence the reof was the a c c e l e r a ­

t i o n of the arms r a c e . That behaviour was cont rary t o the p r inc ip le s and 

objec t ives of the Agency. As long as there was no change in the a t t i t u d e of 

t h e nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , no r e a l progress could be made towards r egu la t ing 

t he d i f fe ren t aspects of t he peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy. 

16 . Venezuela r e s o l u t e l y supported the e f fo r t s in favour of non-pro l i f e ra t ion , 

but i t a s se r ted jus t as r e s o l u t e l y tha t non-p ro l i f e ra t ion could not and should 

not cons is t i n the u n i l a t e r a l imposit ion of ob l iga t ions on a la rge number of 

S t a t e s while a p r iv i leged minor i ty was seeking to avoid them. Non-pro l i fe ra t ion 

must be a j o in t and equi tab le e n t e r p r i s e . 

17. The use of nuclear energy for the economic and soc ia l progress of peoples 

should be recognized as an i na l i enab le r i g h t of a l l coun t r i e s , a r igh t which 

had been confirmed in the f i n a l repor t of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle 

Evaluat ion (INFCE). 
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18. For Venezuela, as a country which produced and exported energy, the peaceful 

use of nuc lear energy was of p a r t i c u l a r importance. The energy shortage had 

demonstrated t h a t i t was urgen t ly necessary to exploi t new sources as r ap id ly 

as p o s s i b l e . That was t rue a l so for Venezuela, and t h a t was why i t had se t 

up the Nat ional Council for the Development of the Nuclear Indus t ry , which 

was respons ib le for promoting the use of nuclear energy for the economic and 

soc ia l progress of the country. Given the complexity, t echnolog ica l d i f f i c u l t i e s 

and cost of a nuclear programme, t he Venezuela Government considered t h a t i n t e r ­

na t i ona l cc—operation was ind i spensab le , and i n t h a t context i t needed the 

a s s i s t ance and co-operat ion of the Agency. Venezuela s t r o n g l y supported the 

work of t he Agency, e spec ia l ly i t s e f fo r t s a t promoting i n t e r n a t i o n a l co­

operat ion i n nuclear ma t t e r s . 

19. In t h a t connection, the Venezuela delegat ion wished t o mention the t echn ica l 

a s s i s t ance programming mission sent by the Agency to Venezuela in May; the 

r e s u l t s of t h a t mission were of g rea t importance for t he coun t ry ' s nuclear 

a c t i v i t i e s . I t a l so wished t o point out t h a t Venezuela would be ac t ing as 

host t o a reg iona l course on the use of radia t ion- induced mutations i n plant 

gene t i c s which was t o take p lace a t t he Facul ty of Agronomy of Zu l i a Univers i ty 

in Maracalbo from 3 November t o 5 December 1981 under the auspices of the Agency 

and FAO and with the co-operat ion of t he National Council for the Development 

of t he Nuclear Indus t ry . 

20. I t was obvious tha t the Agency was playing and would continue t o play an 

important par t in the peaceful app l i ca t ions of nuclear energy. I t should carry 

out i t s mission with equal vigour i n two d i r e c t i o n s : t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance and 

cont ro l of nuclear weapons p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 

2 1 . Technical a s s i s t ance should be t he subject of i n c r e a s i n g l y in t ens ive e f f o r t s . 

I t should enable the developing count r ies t o crea te the s c i e n t i f i c and techno­

log i ca l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e necessary for e l iminat ing t h e i r t echnolog ica l lag and 

t o achieve a balanced interdependence. I t was therefore necessary t o e s t a b l i s h 

an assured source of funding for t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance , t o inc rease the resources 

a l l o c a t e d t o i t and to a s s i s t t he developing countr ies i n ob ta in ing the necessary 

t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance for t h e i r p r o j e c t s . 

22. Aware of the danger t h a t a nuc lear war represented for the survival of 

mankind, Venezuela firmly be l ieved i n the need for t o t a l non -p ro l i f e r a t i on 

based on the most absolute e t h i c a l p r i n c i p l e s and on i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u s t i c e . 
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To achieve tha-t goa l , i t was necessary, with t he same vigour t h a t was applied i n the 

r e s t r i c t i v e measures taken i n connection with safeguards, to provide developing 

count r ies which undertook not to possess nuclear weapons with t he indispensable 

assurances as t o ma te r i a l s and equipment, t h e t r a i n i n g of s t a f f , t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 

na t iona l indus t ry and co-operat ion i n research and i n t he f inancing of p r o j e c t s . 

2 3 . However, t h a t was not s u f f i c i e n t ; t he nuclear-weapon Sta tes r e a l l y had to put 

a s top to the arms race» A la rge pa r t of t h e resources thus freed could be devoted 

t o promoting economic and soc ia l welfare , e spec ia l ly i n the developing c o u n t r i e s . 

I t was appropr ia te t o mention i n t h a t connection t h a t La t in America had taken concrete 

s t eps through the Treaty of T l a t e lo l co , which represented an unprecedented jo in t 

e f fo r t t o f ree t h e countr ies of Lat in America from the th rea t of nuc lear d e s t r u c t i o n . 

Venezuela would continue to support t he Agency for the Proh ib i t ion of Nuclear Weapons 

i n La t in America. 

2 4 . Venezuela a l so supported without r e s e r v a t i o n the Inter-American Nuclear Energy 

Commission (IANEC) i n promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy i n the r eg ion . 

I n t h a t context , Venezuela would be host t o a regional co-ordinat ion meeting of t he 

na t iona l o f f i c i a l s respons ib le for t r a i n i n g programmes i n the f i e l d of nuclear power, 

which would be held under t h e auspices of IANEC in co-operat ion with t he National 

Council for t he Development of the Nuclear Indus t ry a t Caracas from 8 to 10 October 19&0. 

Venezuela would a l so t ake par t i n the l e g a l workshop on comparative l e g i s l a t i o n 

r e l a t i n g to explora t ion for and exp lo i t a t i on of r ad ioac t ive o r e s , t o be held a t 

Quito from 7 to 10 October under the auspices of IANEC. 

25 . Las t ly , he wished to r e i t e r a t e h i s hope t h a t the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s would 

respond to the l eg i t ima te a sp i r a t i ons of t he developing count r ies , i n con­

formity with the objec t ives which had i n s p i r e d and j u s t i f i e d i t s c r e a t i o n . 

26. Mr. PRIBICEVIC (Yugoslavia) noted t h a t the General Conference was 

being held i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l condit ions t h a t were d i f f i c u l t and complex from 

both the p o l i t i c a l and economic s tandpoin t . The present energy c r i s i s continued 

t o a f fec t adverse ly the economic and soc i a l development of a l l c o u n t r i e s , 

e s p e c i a l l y t he developing ones . The gap between the developed and developing 

count r ies was widening and the overa l l s i t u a t i o n could e a s i l y lead t o a major 

world economic c r i s i s , with ser ious consequences for i n t e rn a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s 

as a whole. 
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27. His delegat ion had s t r e s s e d on a number of occasions the importance of 

nuclear energy as a safe and clean energy source t h a t could cont r ibute t o 

the so lu t ion of energy problems. Although i t was t r u e tha t the in t roduc t ion 

of nuclear energy had come up agains t a number of d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t should 

not be underestimated, i t was not t o be forgot ten t h a t many count r ies , f i r s t 

and foremost the developing coun t r i e s , lacked the conventional energy sources 

and could not therefore i n d e f i n i t e l y postpone t h e i r dec is ion t o go n u c l e a r . 

To wait for new energy sources tha t were not yet commercially ava i lab le would 

se r ious ly delay t h e i r economic development. 

28. At the present t ime, however, t he re was no r e l i a b l e system for a s su r ing 

on a long-term b a s i s , t he supply of nuclear m a t e r i a l s , equipment and technology. 

The exchange of information on s c i e n t i f i c developments and the t r a n s f e r of nuc lea r 

technology and ma te r i a l s continued t o be hampered by a group of nuclear supp l i e r s 

through u n i l a t e r a l l y imposed l i m i t a t i o n s . Under the p re tex t of prevent ing t he 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuc lear weapons they were imposing add i t iona l r e s t r i c t i v e 

requirements, as a r e s u l t of which the development, research , production and 

use of nuclear energy i n a number of countr ies had been considerably c u r t a i l e d . 

All those measures had he ld up i n t e rna t i ona l co-operat ion i n the use of nuc lear 

energy for peaceful purposes and the t r ans fe r of nuclear technology, and i n 

c e r t a i n cases they had even adversely affected the economic planning of import ing 

coun t r i e s . 

29 . Under those circumstances Yugoslavia be l i eved t h a t t h e r e was need t o adopt 

measures ensuring maximum s e c u r i t y for importing count r ies when t h e i r 

respec t ive nuclear programmes were put in to e f f e c t . The problems concerned 

were e s s e n t i a l l y of a p o l i t i c a l n a t u r e . The f i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference 

on Nuclear Energy and i t s Fuel Cycle, held by t h e Agency i n Salzburg, had been 

able t o produce very important s c i e n t i f i c and t e chn i ca l d a t a . S imi la r ly , 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (INFCE) had provided h igh ly 

useful t echn ica l da ta , accompanied by ce r t a in recommendations. In n e i t h e r 

case , however, had t h e r e been concrete proposals for e f fec t ive ly 

solving the e x i s t i n g problems r e l a t i n g t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n the 

peaceful use of nuclear energy. 

30. The Second Review Conference of the P a r t i e s t o the Treaty on the Non-

P r o l i f e r a t i o n of Nuclear Weapons had not y ie lded any t ang ib le r e s u l t s . I t 

was hoped, however, t h a t i t s f a i l u r e would not adverse ly affect the processes 

wider way a t the Agency or elsewhere t o a r r ive a t a so lu t ion t o the problems. 
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3 1 . I t was encouraging t o note the Agency's decis ion t o se t up a Committee 

on Assurances of Supply (CAS) t o consider ways i n which t h e supply of 

nuc lear m a t e r i a l s , equipment and technology, toge ther with fuel cycle s e r v i c e s , 

could be assured on a long-term b a s i s , thereby guaranteeing free access t o 

nuclear ma te r i a l s and t echno log ies . 

32. With a s imi la r aim in mind Yugoslavia had p a r t i c i p a t e d in the work of 

exper t groups on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Plutonium Storage (IPS) and In t e rna t iona l 

Spent Fuel Management (ISEM). I t would be guided, i n future de l i be r a t i ons , 

by the conclusions of the F i r s t Regular Meeting of t he Non-Aligned Co-ordinat ing 

Countries on the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, he ld r ecen t ly a t Buenos A i r e s . 

The r ep re sen t a t i ve s of the non-al igned countr ies had s t r e s s e d tha t the r e s u l t s 

of those a c t i v i t i e s should not l imi t or affect in any way the free techno­

l o g i c a l development of coun t r i e s concerned or t he a v a i l a b i l i t y of nuclear 

m a t e r i a l s , inc luding t h e i r own excess plutonium, nor impose requirements 

beyond those of the Agency's present safeguards . 

33 . Like many other c o u n t r i e s , Yugoslavia f e l t t h a t a l l the Agency a c t i v i t i e s 

r e f e r r e d t o could also serve as a ba s i s for the i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference on 

the promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion in the peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy. The non-aligned count r ies f e l t t h a t the s a i d conference would afford 

an opportuni ty t o discuss a l l the p o l i t i c a l and economic aspects of the world 

development of nuclear energy: t he promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion; 

t r a n s f e r of ma te r i a l s , equipment, technology and know-*ow; long-term 

assurances of nuclear fuel cycle s e rv i ces ; sa fe ty , r egu la to ry and l ega l 

a spec t s ; and the ro l e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l o rgan iza t ions . There seemed to be a con­

sensus i n favour of t he conference being held dur ing the f i r s t ha l f of 1983. 

34. I t was c lear tha t t he Agency would be expected t o play a key r o l e in a l l 

such a c t i v i t i e s , and i t s con t r ibu t ion would c e r t a i n l y be s u b s t a n t i a l . At t h e 

same t ime, i t would have t o continue e f fo r t s t o adjus t t o the present s t a t e 

of a f f a i r s where i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion on nuc lear energy was concerned. 

The present energy c r i s i s made i t e s s e n t i a l for the Agency to take new ac t ion 

t o meet the requirements of a number of count r ies , e s p e c i a l l y the developing 

ones, i n introducing nuclear energy in to t h e i r n a t i o n a l programmes. To achieve 

t h a t aim the Agency would have t o be more democratized and manifest a higher 

degree of e f f ic iency . Al l Member S t a t e s , for example, should be able to take a 

f u l l par t i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s and the re would have t o be equi tab le regional 
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d i s t r i b u t i o n of s ea t s on the Board of Governors and of s t a f f pos t s i n t he 

S e c r e t a r i a t , inc lud ing the safeguards i n s p e c t o r a t e . That could not 

be a t t a i n e d without a balance between t echn ica l a s s i s t ance and other p ro ­

motional a c t i v i t i e s , on the one hand, and the safeguards inspec t ion a c t i v i t i e s , 

on the o t h e r . I t was encouraging t o see t h a t the Board had decided, i n 

June 1980, t o e s t a b l i s h i n d i c a t i v e f igures for t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e c o n t r i ­

but ions i n t he coming yea r s , thereby in t roduc ing an element of p r e ­

d i c t a b i l i t y i n to a v i t a l a rea . 

35. The Yugoslav long-term development plan up to the year 2000 paid due 

regard t o nuclear energy, more e s p e c i a l l y the const ruct ion of nuclear power 

p l a n t s . Analyses of energy genera t ion requirements showed t h a t despi te the 

s t i l l dominant par t played by coal and hydropower, the in t roduc t ion of nuclear 

energy would be ind i spensab le . Several nuclear power p l a n t s were to be 

const ructed i n t he course of t h e next 20 yea r s , and the coun t ry ' s f i r s t 

nuclear power plant would i n fac t undergo t r i a l opera t ion i n mid-1981. 

36. At the present t ime, Yugoslavia was preparing a programme based on a 

s ing le type of nuclear fuel c y c l e . Since the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of foreign 

technology suppl ie r s would be indispensable for the implementation of the 

programme - which would probably be worked out in the course of 1981 - in tens ive 

nego t i a t i ons on terms for p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the par tners i n the construct ion 

of Yugoslav nuclear power p l a n t s were now under way. Pre l iminary s i t e s tud ies 

had a l ready been car r ied out , and i n a l l i n d u s t r i a l s e c t o r s e f fo r t s were 

now geared t o improving technologies a l ready acquired and s t rengthening 

product ion capaci ty so as to achieve t he g rea t e s t poss ib le degree of s e l f -

s u f f i c i e n c y . 

37. The imminent completion of the f i r s t nuclear power p lan t and preparat ion 

of the nuc lear development programme up to the year 2000 made i t imperative 

for Yugoslavia t o speed up the d ra f t ing of the d i f fe ren t r egu l a to ry documents 

tha t would be requ i red . 

38. He expressed h i s count ry ' s apprec ia t ion t o the Agency for the expert 

se rv ices and valuable t echn ica l a s s i s t ance provided during the f ina l s tage 

of the cons t ruc t ion of the f i r s t nuclear power p l a n t . I t was hoped t h a t 

the a s s i s t ance would be continued i n 1981. 

39» In conclusion, he s t r e s s e d h i s count ry ' s des i re t o inc rease co-operat ion 

with the Agency; as both a non-al igned country and a Member S t a t e , Yugoslavia 
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would take par t in a l l Agency a c t i v i t i e s promoting the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy. There was c l e a r l y a need to f ind a new consensus among expor ters and 

importers of nuclear ma te r i a l s and technology, in a s p i r i t of understanding, 

e q u a l i t y and non-discr iminat ion . 

40 . Mr. SKALLI (Morocco) pointed out t h a t the General Conference was being 

held within a r a t h e r specia l context - only a short while a f t e r the Second 

Review Conference of the P a r t i e s to the Treaty on the Non-Prol i fera t ion of 

Nuclear Weapons, t he de l ibe ra t ions of which had been charac ter ized by f a i l u r e 

e n t a i l i n g unforeseeable consequences. 

4 1 . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l cl imate was s e r i o u s l y d e t e r i o r a t i n g and i t was t o be 

noted tha t the race t o acquire ever more soph i s t i ca t ed and ever more des t ruc t ive 

weapons had i n no way abated, while the gap between the affluent and developing 

count r ies was s t e a d i l y widening. To t h a t had to be added the waning reserves 

of na tu ra l energy sources, which could e a s i l y c rea te a ser ious t h r e a t t o a 

number of v i t a l balances and add fur ther tens ion to t h a t a l ready e x i s t i n g . 

42 . I t was on those grounds tha t nuclear energy was bound to acquire an 

ever more important r o l e and t o arouse i n t e r e s t on an ever inc reas ing sca le 

in the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, provided t h a t the doubts and d i s t r u s t regard­

ing the sa fe ty of nuclear power p lan ts and the r i s k of the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of 

nuclear weapons were d i spe l l ed . His de legat ion had had frequent occasion 

t o s t r e s s the importance of the Agency's mission and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s both 

i n promoting the peaceful use of nuclear energy and i n s t rengthening the non-

p r o l i f e r a t i o n regime. 

4 3 . I t should be r e c a l l e d t h a t the Second NPT Review Conference had ended 

a short while before without any consensus being reached on a f i n a l document. 

I f the c r e d i b i l i t y of NPT was not t o be fu r the r damaged, i t was imperative 

for v e r t i c a l and hor izonta l non-p ro l i f e r a t ion t o be achieved. The nuclear 

powers would therefore have t o respect the provis ions of NPT and apply in 

f u l l the commitments contained in i t , e s p e c i a l l y in Ar t i c l e VI. Everyone 

was aware of the importance of banning nuclear t e s t s and the urgency of 

concluding a t r e a t y along those l i n e s . 

44. The problem of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes was an extremely 

important one for Morocco. I t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t the nuclear Powers 

provide guarantees of sa fe ty for those S t a t e s and i t was encouraging to see 
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the establishment of a spec ia l working group by the Conference of t he Committee 

on Disarmament to s tudy e f fec t ive i n t e r n a t i o n a l arrangements to safeguard non-

nuclear-weapon S ta te s aga ins t t he use , or th rea tened use , of nuclear weapons. 

45 . His delegat ion a l so bel ieved t h a t the c r e a t i o n of denuclearized zones was an 

important s t ep towards disarmament and r e i t e r a t e d i t s support for the p o s i t i o n 

adopted by the Group of 77 a t the Second NPT Review Conference. 

46 . Furthermore, i t was v i t a l t h a t non-nuclear-weapon S ta te s should bene f i t from 

the peaceful use of nuc lea r energy. I n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n t h a t f i e l d 

would make i t pos s ib l e , e spec ia l ly for developing coun t r i e s , to meet t h e many 

challenges facing them i n promoting t h e i r economic and soc ia l development. 

47 . With regard t o safeguards , t he system should be r igorous ly applied so as to 

prevent t he d ivers ion of nuclear energy from peaceful a p p l i c a t i o n s . Non-nuclear-

weapon S ta tes were committed to respec t ing the system by s igning safeguards 

agreements with the Agency, and i t was hear ten ing to see t h a t a l a rge number of 

countr ies had a l ready done s o . 

48 . Morocco possessed an important energy p o t e n t i a l and was a t present deploying 

considerable e f fo r t s t o develop i t s r e sources . To meet i t s needs the primary 

energy sources used were hydropower, coal and hydrocarbons. I n 1979» 82.1% of 

the primary energy consumption had been met by hydrocarbons, 8.8$ by hydropower, 

7.8$ by coal and 1.3$ by loca l na tu ra l ga s . 

49 . Morocco the re fore regarded o i l prospect ing as a matter of high p r i o r i t y and 

a number of sedimentary bas ins were a t present be ing thoroughly explored from 

both land and s ea . I t was also planned to develop i t s bituminous s c h i s t s , of 

which the re were abundant reserves i n the count ry . Two major deposi ts had 

already been the subject of i n t ens ive geological s t u d i e s . Hydroelectr ic power 

cu r ren t ly accounted for about 9$ of na t ional energy consumption and could be 

fur ther developed. Coal accounted for 7.4$ i n *he count ry ' s energy balance and 

was being mined a t Je rada a t the r a t e of 75 000 tonnes per yea r . 

50 . As f a r as uranium was concerned, geological and radiometr ic surveys had con­

t inued i n the Upper Moulouya River region and i n t h e Western High Atlas mountains, 

where the d r i l l i n g c a r r i e d out had shown high uranium concent ra t ions . With regard 

t o t he uranium contained i n phosphates, Morocco was c lose ly following the develop­

ment of the ex t r ac t ion technology based on phosphoric ac id , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e 

r e s u l t s obtained by some of the i n d u s t r i a l u n i t s a l ready i n opera t ion . 
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51. In view of the nat ional g r i d s i t u a t i o n , the commissioning of a nuclear 

power u n i t would not tie poss ible before 1993 or 1994. However, s i t i n g s tudies 

and the t r a i n i n g of s t a f f had a l ready been s t a r t e d in co-operat ion with Agency-

exper t s and would be i n t e n s i f i e d i n the years ahead. A T r ig s research reac to r 

had been purchased, but the s c i e n t i f i c and technica l research programme to be 

drawn up could not be implemented without t he constant a id of Agency 

e x p e r t s . 

52. In conclusion, he wished t o draw a t t en t i on t o the under - representa t ion 

of t he African continent in the Agency. By v i r tue of i t s human and energy 

p o t e n t i a l , by v i r t u e of the va r i ed and immense r iches i n i t s possession, and 

by v i r t u e of t he number of S t a t e s t h a t i t incorporated, Afr ica could r i g h t l y 

claim b e t t e r represen ta t ion a t a l l l e v e l s . 

5 3 . Mr. BARABAS (Czechoslovakia) s a i d t h a t t h e Agency's a c t i v i t i e s were 

e s p e c i a l l y important i n matters connected with peace, t he r e l a x a t i o n of i n t e r -

na t io i ia l t ens ion and disarmament. Among other t h i n g s , i t bore f u l l r e spons i ­

b i l i t y fo r implementing the safeguards agreements concluded i n connection with 

t he Trea ty on the Non-Prol i fera t ion of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The Second NPT 

Review Conference had shown t h a t i t was e s s e n t i a l f i r s t of a l l to s t rengthen 

the NFT regime. That ob jec t ive was not unrelated t o the implementation of t he 

dec is ions contained i n the Sinai Act of the Helsinki Conference on Secur i ty and 

Co-operation i n Europe and hence was of importance a l so fo r the conference s h o r t l y 

t o be he ld i n Madrid. 

54. His delegat ion firmly advocated the s trengthening of the non-pro l i fe ra t ion 

regime and of t h e Agency's safeguards funct ion . I t apprec ia ted t he Agency's 

a c t i v i t i e s and achievements i n the area of safeguards and ca l l ed upon S ta tes 

pa r ty t o NPT which had not yet signed an agreement with t he Agency t o do so 

as soon as p o s s i b l e . I t welcomed t h e conclusion of t h e Convention on 

the Physical Pro tec t ion of Nuclear Mater ia l and also t he Agency's a c t i v i t i e s 

in cont inuat ion of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evalua t ion . I t 

considered t h a t the supply procedures in use among the s o c i a l i s t countr ies 

demonstrated t h a t i t was p o s s i b l e , within the framework of NPT, t o e s t ab l i s h 

an export system without d i s c r imina t i on . 

55. Since the preceding sess ion of the General Conference, Czechoslovakia had 

commissioned a second WWER-440 r e a c t o r a t t he Wl power s t a t i o n . The con­

s t r u c t i o n of a second power s t a t i o n comprising two WWER-440 r e a c t o r s had 
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made appreciable p rogress . Two other s t a t i o n s , each with four 440-MW 

r e a c t o r s , were being b u i l t and prepara tory work had begun a t t he s i t e 

of a future s t a t i o n with WWER-1000 r e a c t o r s . 

56. Czechoslovakia had exported the f i r s t pressure vesse l of a WWER-440 

reac to r t o Hungary. I t planned t o b u i l d a t o t a l of 17 r eac to r s of t h a t type , 

including seven for expor t . For the purpose of c i t y hea t ing , i t was a l so 

considering the use of nuclear power p l a n t s , t o which very s t r i n g e n t sa fe ty 

c r i t e r i a would be applied so t h a t t hey oould be i n s t a l l e d i n t he v i c i n i t y of 

la rge c i t i e s . 

57. Such an extensive nuclear power programme would not have been poss ib le 

without c lose co-operat ion with the Soviet Union and other coun t r i e s members 

of the Council for Mutual Economic Assis tance (CMEA). While every e f for t 

was being made t o use a l l ava i l ab le sources of energy, the Czechoslovak 

planners considered t h a t in the decades ahead nuclear power p l a n t s would 

supply the l a r g e s t pa r t of the coun t ry ' s energy requirements . 

58. The Czechoslovak delegat ion f u l l y endorsed the Agency's programme for 

198I-I986 and the draf t budget for 1981. I t se t a high value on the Agency's 

a c t i v i t i e s and would continue t o support thera in the fu tu re . 

59« Mr. de CARYALHO (Brazi l) s a i d h i s Government considered t h a t every 

country had the ina l i enab le r i g h t t o use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 

on the bas i s of non-discr iminatory i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion . I t f irmly 

be l ieved t h a t any e f f ec t ive non -p ro l i f e r a t i on po l icy must involve u n i v e r s a l l y 

applied measures. The ex i s t i ng safeguards system had produced exce l l en t 

r e s u l t s insofa r as the non-nuclear-weapon S ta te s were concerned. However, 

since the establ ishment of the Agency i n 1957 the re had been a t t he same time 

uncontrol led v e r t i c a l p r o l i f e r a t i o n of both nuclear weapons and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

safeguards, the former in nuclear-weapon S t a t e s and the l a t t e r i n the r e s t 

of the world. I t was time t o consider t he establishment of a more e f fec t ive 

safeguards system which would be u n i v e r s a l l y appl icable and non-d isc r imina tory . 

60. Publ ic acceptance of nuclear energy was s t i l l a major problem which was 

not l i k e l y t o be reso lved for a long time and might s e r ious ly a f fec t the 

development of na t iona l nuclear programmes. I t was therefore necessary t o 

promote publ ic education and to present t he undis tor ted facta about 

nuclear energy. The Agency could play a highly important pa r t i n t h a t connection 

by fo s t e r ing co-operat ion and through dissemination of information t o i t s 
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"Member S t a t e s . That function of the Agency c a l l e d for an ef for t comparable t o 

i t s non-p ro l i f e r a t ion r o l e . 

61 . As a developing country, Braz i l considered t h a t the increas ing use of 

nuclear energy for peaceful purposes was e s s e n t i a l for accelera ted and s e l f -

sus ta ined economic development. In Braz i l , 90fo of the e l e c t r i c power used 

was hydroe lec t r i c ; on the other hand, only 20$ of the o i l i t consumed was 

produced in the country . The an t i c ipa ted increase in the demand for e l e c t r i c 

power ind ica ted t h a t B r a z i l ' s hydroe lec t r ic p o t e n t i a l , which was over 200 000 MH, 

would be fu l ly u t i l i z e d in l e s s than 30 y e a r s . In order t o ensure economic 

development, i t was making tremendous e f fo r t s t o t ap new sources of energy. 

An example of those e f fo r t s was the programme for production of ethanol from 

sugar-cane and other biomasses, which was perhaps the most s ign i f i can t p ro jec t 

of i t s kind in the world. By the end of 1981, more than ha l f a mi l l ion 

vehic les would he us ing ethanol as fue l . 

62. As for e l e c t r i c i t y genera t ion , given the l i m i t s of i t s hydroe lec t r i c 

p o t e n t i a l and the r e l a t i v e shortage of f o s s i l s f u e l s , h i s country had no 

a l t e r n a t i v e hut t o use nuclear energy. I t was genera l ly recognized t h a t 

s c i e n t i f i c and technologica l development was a s ine aua non for economic 

development, and could only take place from a c e r t a i n l eve l of economic 

development. Developing countr ies should the re fo re concentrate t h e i r meagre 

resources in a few chosen f i e lds considered t o he s t r a t e g i c s e c t o r s . Such 

sec tors were those which, once developed, would have a s e r i e s of p o s i t i v e 

impacts on other s e c t o r s , thus t r i g g e r i n g socio-economic development. The 

nuclear sec tor was perhaps one where s c i e n t i f i c and technological progress 

could have the g r ea t e s t e f f e c t . For tha t reason , apart from playing a r o l e 

in the generat ion of energy and in supplying e l e c t r i c i t y g r i d s , nuclear 

programmes had a very pos i t i ve effect on a coun t ry ' s educational system, on 

bas ic and applied research i n severa l s e c t o r s , and on s tandard iza t ion and 

q u a l i t y control in i ndus t ry . 

63. Besides i t s d i r e c t impact i n increas ing the s c i e n t i f i c knowledge 

in a country, a nuclear programme had considerable pos i t ive ef fec ts i n a l l 

areas of knowledge and indus t ry . As regards a g r i c u l t u r e , i t was widely 

recognized tha t food production was one of the c ruc i a l problems of the present 

t ime. The world 's populat ion was growing, while the a v a i l a b i l i t y of a rab le 
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land was tending to decrease . I t had therefore become imperative to make 

b e t t e r use of ava i l ab le land and to improve p roduc t iv i ty i n a g r i c u l t u r e . 

Nuclear techniques offered considerable advantages i n t h a t r egard . 

64. Those fac ts demonstrated the importance of the u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear energy 

in developing count r ies , e s p e c i a l l y when i t was r e a l i z e d t h a t the r a t e of develop­

ment must be such as to enable them to reduce and eventua l ly e l iminate the gap 

sepa ra t ing them from the developed c o u n t r i e s . A nuc lea r programme i n a develop­

ing country could serve as a c a t a l y s t of general economic development. 

65. I t was in tha t context t h a t the Braz i l i an nuclear programme was being 

ca r r i ed ou t . In a few months the f i r s t Braz i l i an power r e a c t o r , Angra-I, 

would reach c r i t i c a l i t y ; i t would generate up t o 626 MW(e). Two a d d i ­

t i o n a l power p l a n t s , of 1300 MW(e) each, were a l ready under cons t ruc t ion a t 

t h e same s i t e , and s i t i n g s t u d i e s fo r subsequent nuc l ea r power s t a t i o n s 

were under way. Determined t o achieve s e l f - su f f i c i ency in the nuclear f i e l d , 

h i s country had undertaken t o master a l l aspects of the nuclear fuel cycle , 

from ore prospecting t o waste d i s p o s a l . I t s proven rese rves of uranium were 

well over 200 000 tonnes equivalent of U^OQ concen t ra te . The techniques of 

ore dress ing and yellow cake production had been mastered and the f i r s t yellow 

cake p l an t , with a capac i ty of 500 tonnes per annum, would soon s t a r t product ion. 

In 1979 Braz i l had s t a r t e d the conversion of uranium hexafluoride in a p i l o t 

p l a n t , using techniques developed domest ical ly . A p lan t was under const ruct ion 

a t t he same s i t e , n e a r SSo Paulo, and during the present decade the count ry ' s 

demand for uranium hexafluoride would be met fu l ly from na t iona l product ion. 

66. Within the framework of i t s co-operat ion with the Federal Republic of 

Germany, Brazi l1 was developing the j e t nozzle enrichment process . A fuel 

f ab r i ca t ion plant was a l ready under construct ion near Rio de J a n e i r o . 

Moreover, a plant to produce heavy components for the nuclear indus t ry had 

gone in to operat ion in e a r l y 1980. 

67. The importance of the Agency's t echnica l a s s i s t ance programme should be 

emphasized, since nuclear s a f e ty depended on qua l i f i ed manpower, whose t r a i n i n g 

was a bas ic need in developing coun t r i e s . Nuclear s a f e ty should be considered 

a fac tor which would f a c i l i t a t e the maximum use of nuclear technology r a t h e r 

than one which would l imi t i t s future development. The Braz i l i an National 

Nuclear Energy Commission was acquir ing the necessary t echn ica l competence 

t o ca r ry out the safety eva lua t ion of the nuclear f a c i l i t i e s under cons t ruc t ion . 
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Under the Agency»s t echn ica l a s s i s t ance programme, a large number of exper ts 

had gone t o B r a z i l t o a s s i s t the Commission in the various aspects of safety-

assessment, inspec t ion and operator l i c e n s i n g . I n addi t ion , B raz i l i an exper ts 

had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n many Agency-sponsored courses , conferences, working group 

meetings and t r a i n i n g programmes. 

68. The Agency's a c t i v i t i e s in the a rea of sa fe ty research were very important , 

Research programmes i n co-operation with the Agency would enable developing 

countr ies t o be involved i n a n a l y t i c a l and experimental work which they could 

not have undertaken for budgetary reasons or for lack of q u a l i f i e d personnel . 

Proper management of rad ioac t ive waste was a necessary condit ion for t he publ ic 

acceptance of nuclear power. The Agency should promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l co­

operat ion with a view t o f inding a r a t i o n a l and feas ib le so lu t ion t o t h a t 

con t rovers ia l problem. 

69. Braz i l a t t ached grea t importance t o co-operat ion among developing countr ies 

as a means of increas ing t h e i r s e l f - r e l i a n c e . That concept a l so appl ied t o 

co-operat ion i n the peaceful uses of nuc lear energy. In t h a t r e s p e c t , i t was 

worth mentioning the recent agreement concluded between Braz i l and Argentina 

on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. I t covered a wide range of a c t i v i t i e s 

and the co-operat ion between the two count r ies in both s c i e n t i f i c and i n d u s t r i a l 

areas was developing rap id ly ; i t could be s a id t h a t the agreement had a l ready 

increased t h e self—reliance of both coun t r i e s i n t h e nuclear f i e l d . 

70. Mr. COLOMBO ( I t a ly ) sa id t h a t the twenty-fourth regu la r sess ion of the 

General Conference of t he Agency was be ing held a t a time when t h e world 

community was facing an e spec ia l ly c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . I t was necessary more 

than ever for t he members of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o co-operate i n 

reducing t ens ions and s t rengthening s e c u r i t y and mutual t r u s t . Co-operation 

was also needed i n the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, which was becoming 

inc reas ing ly e s s e n t i a l for economic growth i n the years t o come. Without 

underest imat ing the r o l e which o ther sources of energy and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 

the more r a t i o n a l use of o i l might p l ay , i t could be s t a t ed t h a t t he main s o c i o ­

economic problems facing the world could be resolved s a t i s f a c t o r i l y i n the 

next few decades only by the inc reas ing use of nuclear energy. I n t h a t 

connection mention should be made of two developments since the twen ty - th i rd 

session of t h e General Conference: t h e conclusion of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluat ion (INFCE) and the Second Review Conference of the 

Pa r t i e s t o t he Treaty on the i ron-Prol i fera t ion of Nuclear Weapons (HPT). 
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7 1 . INFCE had rendered a grea t service by removing c e r t a i n misunderstandings 

and by shedding l i g h t on c e r t a i n r e a l i t i e s . I t had been pointed out , for 

example, t h a t nuc lear energy could and should be used increas ing ly i n order 

t o meet the energy requirements of mankind and t h a t e f fec t ive measures could 

and should be taken t o respond to the spec i f i c needs of developing coun t r i e s 

i n the matter of t h e peaceful uses of nuc lear energy. INFCE had shown t h a t 

i t would not be r e a l i s t i c t o expect t o develop new fuel cycles which could 

e l iminate any r i s k of m i l i t a r y uses of nuc lea r energy and i t had confirmed 

the v a l i d i t y of the e x i s t i n g cyc l e s . E f f ec t ive measures capable of reducing 

the r i s k of ho r i zon ta l nuclear p r o l i f e r a t i o n could and should be taken but 

not i n such a way as t o reduce the supply of nuc lear m a t e r i a l . Las t ly , t he 

des i red object ives could only be achieved through continuing i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

co-operat ion i n a c l imate of mutual unders tanding. 

72. I t was d isappoin t ing t o note tha t a t t he Second NPT Review Conference, 

which had been he ld t en years a f t e r the en t ry i n t o force of the Trea ty , t h e 

p a r t i e s had not been able t o a r r ive a t a consensus on a f i n a l document. 

Never the less , i t had been poss ible a t t he Conference to ca r ry out an ex tens ive 

and highly useful review of the app l ica t ion of t he Trea ty . The I t a l i a n 

Government wished t o s t r e s s the importance of NPT, which was an e s s e n t i a l 

and i r r ep l aceab l e f ac to r i n s t rengthening peace and s e c u r i t y i n the world 

and i n promoting co-operat ion and socio-economic development. The T r e a t y 

should be appl ied e f f e c t i v e l y i n the var ious s ec to r s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y 

with which i t was supposed t o dea l , for t h a t would l ead t o a reduc t ion of t h e 

r i s k s of nuclear p r o l i f e r a t i o n and t o ensuring un iversa l accession t o t he 

Trea ty . I t was e s s e n t i a l , among other t h i n g s , t o apply the provis ions of 

A r t i c l e IV r e l a t i n g t o the peaceful app l i ca t i ons of atomic energy and those 

of A r t i c l e VI dea l ing with measures for l i m i t i n g and c o n t r o l l i n g nuc lea r 

weapons. 

73 . The d iscuss ions which had r ecen t ly been he ld a t Geneva showed t h a t t h e r e 

was considerable convergence of views concerning a number of evident d i s ­

p a r i t i e s observed i n connection with the a p p l i c a t i o n of Ar t i c l e s I I I and IV 

of the Trea ty . While safeguards against r i s k s of d ivers ion of nuclear energy had 

proved to be e f f ec t i ve and adequate, the a p p l i c a t i o n of the provis ions designed 

to f a c i l i t a t e exchanges i n the area of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy 

seemed to be only p a r t i a l and unsa t i s f ac to ry . For t h a t reason, the I t a l i a n 

Government, too , was of the opinion t h a t the app l i ca t ion of A r t i c l e TV should 
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be watched more c lose ly . In t h a t connection, i t agreed with the Director 

Genera l ' s view t h a t ideas such as t h a t of " p r i o r consent" were inappropr ia t e , 

s ince they could give r i s e t o e f fec t s which were the opposi te of what was 

intended. In i t s ' b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s i n the f i e l d of nuclear energy, h i s 

Government complied s t r i c t l y with the i n t e rna t i ona l agreements i n force and 

had agreed i n p r inc ip le on t he need t o specify fu l l - scope safeguards as 

the f i na l and universa l goal i n t h a t a rea . 

74. As regards safeguards agains t the r i s k s of m i l i t a r y uses of nuclear energy, 

t he I t a l i a n Government was h ighly s a t i s f i e d with the assurance contained i n t h e 

annual r epor t fo r 1979 "that v e r i f i c a t i o n s had shown t h a t t he re had been 

no d ive r s ion . That assurance strengthened the firm b e l i e f of the I t a l i a n 

Government t h a t the concern f e l t by the world community over the r i s k s of 

d ivers ion should not r e s u l t i n the imposit ion of new forms of u n i l a t e r a l 

cont ro l which might impede the peaceful uses of nuclear energy e s s e n t i a l for 

t he survival and the soc ia l and economic progress of mankind. His Government 

considered i t su f f i c i en t t o apply the Agency's safeguards system co r r ec t l y . 

Recal l ing in t h a t connection the decis ion taken by nuclear-weapon S ta tes such 

as the United Kingdom, t he United S ta te s and Prance t o accept Agency sa fe ­

guards on a voluntary bas i s for some of t h e i r nuclear f a c i l i t i e s , i t hoped 

t h a t other nuclear—weapon S t a t e s would follow tha t example. 

75. Since the s i t u a t i o n s i n d i f fe ren t countr ies r equ i red d i f fe ren t s t r a t e g i e s 

of exp lo i t a t i on of nuclear energy, the I t a l i a n Government would continue, within 

the framework of the Agency and consequently with the indispensable cont r ibu­

t i o n of a l l count r ies concerned, to support the prepara t ion of i n t e rn a t i o n a l 

s tandards which could s p e c i f i c a l l y and adequately meet the p a r a l l e l requirements 

of non-p ro l i f e r a t ion and the development of the peaceful uses of nuclear ene rg / . 

For tha t reason i t was pleased to note t h a t the Convention on the Physical 

P ro tec t ion of Nuclear Mater ia l had been submitted for r a t i f i c a t i o n and con­

firmed tha t i t would con t r ibu te t o the preparat ion of appropr ia te i n t e rn a t i o n a l 

s tandards for i n t e r n a t i o n a l management of spent fuel and i n t e r n a t i o n a l plutonium 

s to r age . On the subject of the supply of nuclear m a t e r i a l , h i s Government was 

confident t h a t the Committee on Assurances of Supply would carry out i t s 

v i t a l l y important t a s k . 

76. Real iz ing the need t o reduce i t s dependence on o i l , I t a l y had undertaken 

a na t iona l energy programme extending over t en years and c a l l i n g for balanced 

use of other sources and for conservat ion of energy. As for nuclear energy, 
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I t a l y was planning to construct nuc lea r power s t a t i o n s , each comprising two 1000-4JW 

u n i t s , a t t h e r a t e of one a y e a r . That would enable i t t o inc rease i t s t o t a l i n ­

s t a l l e d capac i ty from 1350 MW a t present t o about 7400 HW i n 1990 and to more than 

25 000 MW by the end of the cen tury . In s p i t e of the d i f f i c u l t i e s s t i l l being 

encountered by the I t a l i a n nuclear power programme, e s p e c i a l l y i n the matter 

of f i n a l s i t e l i cens ing procedures, the re were condit ions favourable for the 

development of t h a t programme. For example, a na t iona l conference on nuclear 

safe ty , which had been held in Venice in January 1980, a f t e r the Three Mile I s l and 

acc ident , had discussed the problem of sa fe ty of nuclear power p lan t s i n I t a l y , 

The discuss ions confirmed in p a r t i c u l a r the v a l i d i t y of the s a f e ty standards 

and procedures i n force in I t a l y . I n Apri l 1980 the I t a l i a n Government had 

approved the f ive-year plan of the Nat ional Nuclear Energy Committee for 

1980-84, which provided for the establ ishment of an autonomous body t o oversee 

a l l a c t i v i t i e s , and not only nuc lear a c t i v i t i e s , involving hazards for the 

populat ion and fo r the environment. Furthermore, under t h e plan t he Committee 

would i n t e n s i f y i t s i n d u s t r i a l promotion a c t i v i t i e s both i n t h e nuclear sec to r 

and i n t h e sec to r of new and renewable energy sources . 

77. The e f fo r t being made by I t a l y a t the na t iona l l eve l i n t he a rea of nuclear 

energy had n e c e s s a r i l y t o be placed i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l context , and I t a l y 

would cont inue , and seek to extend fu r the r , the co-operat ion a c t i v i t i e s which 

i t had a l ready undertaken. 

78, I n t h e f i f t i e s e f fo r t s had been made to efface the memory of how t h e e ra 

of nuc lear energy had s t a r t e d by launching the "Atoms for Peace" s logan. 

Since then a number of developments had taken place and the world was 

facing an energy c r i s i s . I t might the re fore be appropr ia te for t he years ahead 

to adopt a new slogan: "Atoms for Surv iva l " . 

The meeting ro se a t 5»15 P«m. 


