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GENERAL DEBATE AND ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1979 (continued) 

1 . Mr. HOESS (Austr ia) sa id t h a t t h e Di rec to r Genera l ' s statement and t h e 

courageous and r e a l i s t i c assessment he had made of t he world energy s i t u a t i o n 

demonstrated once again the problems with which a l l countr ies were confronted and 

which they could not solve except by co-opera t ion . One of the Agency's most 

important funct ions was the provis ion of t echn ica l ass i s tance with a view t o 

promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The Austrian Government therefore 

welcomed the f ac t t h a t a f igure of $13 m i l l i o n had t e e n chosen a s t h e t a r g e t for 

voluntary con t r ibu t ions t o t he Technical Assis tance Fund for 1981 and t h a t i t had 

been poss ib le t o f ix i nd i ca t i ve f igures f o r 1982 and 1983. Subject t o the approval 

of Parl iament, the Austr ian Government would make a cont r ibut ion of $93 600, 

represen t ing an increase of $22 200 or 30$ over the previous year . 

2 . As far as Aus t r ia was concerned, t he Treaty on the Non-prol i fera t ion of Nuclear 

Weapons (NFT) and the Agency's safeguards system were two of the t h r e e p r i n c i p a l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments for preventing t he spread of nuclear weapons, and support 

for an e f fec t ive non-pro l i f e ra t ion regime was and would continue to be one of the key 

elements of Austr ian foreign po l i cy . Unfor tunately , the t h i r d of t h e instruments men­

t ioned , the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, had not ye t been signed. The Austrian 

Government urged the p a r t i e s concerned t o continue nego t i a t ions with a view t o a 

speedy conclusion of the Trea ty , and i t remained convinced t h a t , desp i t e present 

t ens ions , the b a s i s for negot ia t ions between the b ig nuclear Powers must be 

preserved and, i f necessary, r e s to red . I n t h a t regard , i t welcomed t h e des i r e 

of t he p a r t i e s t o continue with the SALT n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

3 . At the Second Review Conference of t he P a r t i e s t o NPT i t had not been poss ib le 

t o reach a consensus on the f i n a l a c t . That was t o be r eg re t t ed , but t he broad 

measure of consensus obtained on the mat te r s examined by Committee I I , which had 

shown tha t t h e r e were many po in t s of agreement regarding the peaceful uses of 

nuc lear energy and safeguards, should not be fo rgo t ten . In add i t ion , i t was 

most reassur ing tha t the p a r t i c i p a n t s had again expressed t h e i r support for NPT 

and reaffirmed the need t o s trengthen the Agency's promotional and regula tory 
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a c t i v i t i e s . The Aust r ian Government was the re fo re happy t h a t t he i n i t i a t i v e 

taken a t New Delhi by t h e Di rec tor General, which i t had supported, had l e d t o 

the establishment of t he Committee on Assurances of Supply (CAS), which had been a 

p o l i t i c a l consequence of the In t e rna t iona l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (IKFCE). The 

quest ions which the Committee had to concern i t s e l f with were so important t h a t 

the Austr ian de lega t ion urged a l l S ta t e s t o co-opera te f u l l y within t he Committee 

in order t o f ind s p e c i f i c and rap id s o l u t i o n s . The assurance of access t o 

resources required for t he peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy ca l l ed for a broad 

consensus, which was e s s e n t i a l i f an improved non -p ro l i f e r a t i on regime was t o be 

accepted. The importance of fu l l - scope safeguards should again be emphasized. 

In addi t ion , with regard t o non-p ro l i f e ra t ion , he wished to mention the s igning 

in Vienna on 26 October 1979 of t he Convention on the Physical P ro tec t ion of 

Nuclear Material (CPNM), which marked a dec i s ive s t ep towards an i n t e r n a t i o n a l regime 

and which hopefully would r e s u l t in the e l abo ra t i on of common standards fo r 

u t i l i z a t i o n , s torage and t r anspo r t of nuc lear m a t e r i a l s fo r domestic purposes . 

4 . With regard t o t h e Agency's nuclear s a f e ty a c t i v i t i e s , t he Austr ian 

Government fu l ly supported t he opinion expressed by the delegate of t he Netherlands 

concerning the need t o f ind p r a c t i c a l so lu t ions for the disposal of r ad ioac t ive 

wastes . That was a ques t ion of great p o l i t i c a l importance in count r ies in which 

publ ic opinion was p a r t i c u l a r l y v i g i l a n t and, for t he future development of the 

peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy i n a l a r g e number of i n d u s t r i a l i z e d coun t r i e s , 

i t might be e s s e n t i a l t o f ind a so lu t ion for t h a t problem which was understood 

and accepted by the major i ty of the popula t ion. The Austr ian Government welcomed 

the fac t t h a t the proposal put forward by the Aust r ian Minis ter for Foreign Affa i rs 

t o study the e f f ec t s of the use of nuclear power beyond the f r o n t i e r s of each 

country had been favourably received and was t o be discussed at the In t e rna t i ona l 

Conference on Current Nuclear Power Plant Safe ty Issues to be held in Stockholm in 

October. The purpose of the Austr ian proposal i n ques t ion was not t o h inder the 

development of nuc lear programmes in o ther coun t r i e s but , on the cont rary , t o 

s t a r t a process in which i n t e rna t i ona l gu ide l ines were drawn up on the b a s i s of 

cur ren t ly accepted sa fe ty c r i t e r i a . 
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5. Mr. OSMAN (Egypt) noted t h a t t he twenty-fourth sess ion of the General 

Conference was being held a t a time when the use of nuclear power was going 

through a c r i t i c a l phase. The Agency was meeting i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s regarding 

the promotion of nuclear power for e l e c t r i c i t y genera t ion , but i t could not cope 

alone with the d i f f i c u l t i e s ahead and needed the f u l l support of a l l coun t r i e s . 

In t h a t connection, the Egyptian delegat ion thanked the Direc tor General for h i s 

work a t the head of the Agency and for h i s statement a t t he opening meeting, which 

had been most informative and provided a r e a l i s t i c a n a l y s i s of the energy 

s i t u a t i o n and of the cen t ra l r o l e of nuclear power. I t should be pointed out , 

in p a r t i c u l a r , t h a t , desp i te a zero-growth budget, the programme for 1981 was 

well balanced and ef fec t ive and tha t an appropriate ro l e had been assigned t o 

nuc lea r sa fe ty , waste disposal and environmental a s p e c t s . 

6 . Since the c los ing of t he twen ty- th i rd regular sess ion of the General 

Conference, c e r t a i n important events had taken place which had had consequences 

in t he nuclear f i e l d and impl ica t ions for the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s . The f i r s t of 

those events had been the holding in Munich two weeks e a r l i e r of the World Energy 

Conference, which had been a t tended by over 5000 p a r t i c i p a n t s and had pointed 

out t he inadequacy of o i l and o ther f o s s i l fuel resources for future needs. 

Nuclear power as an economical and v iab le source of energy production had been 

shown t o represent the only so lu t i on for the energy c r i s i s in the short term. 

7 . The second event had been the holding in Geneva i n August of t he Second 

Review Conference of the P a r t i e s t o NPT, which had unfor tuna te ly not provided 

so lu t ions t o t he important ques t ions of non-p ro l i f e r a t ion and of the assurances 

of supply of nuclear m a t e r i a l s , technology and s e r v i c e s . The Egyptian de lega t ion , 

which had always supported t he ob jec t ives of NPT and in t e rna t i ona l e f fo r t s aimed 

at prevent ing t he p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons, was convinced tha t non-

p r o l i f e r a t i o n was a p o l i t i c a l problem and not a t echn ica l one. Non-pro l i fe ra t ion 

of nuc lear weapons required ac t i on on a world-wide sca le involving the adoption 

of va r ious measures, and the Egyptian delegat ion be l ieved tha t a l l e f fo r t s 

GC(XXIV)/OR.224 
page 5 

aimed a t the denuclear iza t ion of c e r t a i n zones should be encouraged. Together 

with o the r coun t r i e s , Egypt had taken the necessary i n i t i a t i v e s with a view to 

the dec l a r a t i on of t he regions of Afr ica and of the Middle East as denuclearized 

zones, and i t was g ra t i fy ing t o note t h a t those e f fo r t s had been favourably 

received by the General Assembly of the United Nations and by o ther i n t e rna t i ona l 

and regional bod ies . Unfortunately, the a t t i t u d e of c e r t a i n count r ies in those 

two regions, which evident ly had nuc lear ambitions in t he m i l i t a r y sphere, had 

prevented t he app l i ca t ion of t he r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the General Assembly. 

In add i t i on , those ambitions were an obs tac le t o the r a t i f i c a t i o n of NPT by 

Egypt. For t he Treaty t o be an instrument which would make i t poss ib le 

e f f e c t i v e l y t o prevent the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons, i t was necessary 

t o encourage a l l count r ies t o abide by i t s ob jec t ives and t o t ake subs tant ive 

measures t o complement i t by an e f f ec t i ve i n t e rna t i ona l n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n regime. 

Such measures would correct t he imbalance between the o b l i g a t i o n s and the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , which was the 

cause of t he disappoint ing r e s u l t s of the Review Conference. 

8. The Egyptian delegat ion noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t t he Agency was paying 

considerable a t t e n t i o n t o the ques t ion of assurances of supply, and i t welcomed 

the dec i s ion of the Board of Governors t o set up a committee open to a l l Member 

S ta te s for t he purpose of s tudying the ques t ion . The Egyptian delegat ion 

considered tha t the same emphasis should be accorded to assurances of supply as 

t o n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 

9. On the subject of the amendment of Ar t i c l e VI.A.2 of t h e S t a tu t e with a 

view t o g iv ing appropr ia te r ep re sen t a t i on on the Board t o t h e a reas of Africa 

and of t h e Middle East and South Asia , the Egyptian de lega t ion urged the General 

Conference t o adopt a r e so lu t i on which would put an end t o an i n j u s t i c e which 

had p reva i l ed for a long t ime . 

10. The Agency's t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e programme was one of i t s most important 

a c t i v i t i e s from the point of view of developing coun t r i e s . For t h a t reason the 

Egyptian de lega t ion had assoc ia ted i t s e l f with other de lega t ions in proposing 

tha t t he t echn ica l ass i s tance programme be financed from the Regular Budget in 

order t o ensure s t a b i l i t y and r e g u l a r i t y which would enable t he Agency t o make 

long-term p lans in response t o t he needs of developing c o u n t r i e s . The 
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Egyptian de lega t ion noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t the Board had decided t o 

e s t a b l i s h the t a r g e t for voluntary con t r ibu t ions for 1981 at J13 m i l l i o n and to 

recommend $16 mi l l i on and $19 mi l l ion as i n d i c a t i v e planning f igures for 1982 

and 1983 r e spec t ive ly . However, those sums remained much below the amounts 

which would be required for the p ro jec t s needed by developing coun t r i e s . 

Mr. Morozov (Union of Soviet Soc i a l i s t Republics) took the Chair . 

1 1 . Mr. GHEZAL (Tunisia) said tha t the requirements of economic and soc ia l 

development in both t he i n d u s t r i a l i z e d and the developing countr ies made the 

u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear power as urgent as i t was necessary, in view of t h e 

progress ive exhaustion of t he sources of energy cu r r en t ly used and t h e 

unce r t a in ty and l i m i t a t i o n s of the ava i l ab le a l t e r n a t i v e s . However, the peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy continued to be subject t o var ious eco log ica l , t e c h n i c a l , 

economic or p o l i t i c a l obs t ac l e s . 

12. I n h i s s ta tement , the Director General had summed up the evolut ion of 

nuclear programmes throughout the world and had shown t h a t the re was a s iowing-

down in the implementation of those programmes i n many i n d u s t r i a l i z e d count r ies 

and a cont inua l ly increas ing gap between i n d u s t r i a l i z e d and developing count r ies 

in t he realm of expe r t i se in and u t i l i z a t i o n of nuc lear technology. In t h a t 

connection, disapproval should continue t o be expressed about capr ic ious 

des i r e s t o monopolize knowledge and tendencies t o keep d iscover ies s e c r e t . I t 

was, t he r e fo re , important t o redouble e f f o r t s t o reduce the gulf between those 

who had access t o t echn ica l information and those who d id no t , and t o begin a 

genuine dialogue between p a r t n e r s imbued with good f a i t h and mutual understanding 

I n t h e i n t e r e s t s of t he whole i n t e rna t i ona l community, developing coun t r i e s must 

be ab le t o acqu i re , master and use the technology e s s e n t i a l for t h e i r develop­

ment and p rogress . 

13 . The Tunisian delegat ion was convinced t h a t the Agency should provide the 

framework for such a p rocess , and the Committee on Assurances of Supply 

e s t ab l i shed by the Board of Governors had the t a s k of making a valuable c o n t r i ­

but ion t o tha t end. I t should a l so consider t h e p o s s i b l i t y of s e t t i n g up, under 

t he auspices of t h e Agency, an i n t e rna t i ona l technology cent re which would make 

i t pos s ib l e t o respond t o t he press ing needs of Third-World coun t r i e s . 
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14. With regard t o t h e Agency's budget, which now showed zero growth, t h e 

Tunisian delegat ion wished once again t o condemn the imbalance in the d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of funds between the Agency's two main s t a t u t o r y a c t i v i t i e s , a s i t u a t i o n which 

was thoroughly harmful t o t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . I t a ssoc ia ted i t s e l f with t he 

consensus obtained i n t h e Board of Governors on t h e t a r g e t s for voluntary 

cont r ibu t ions for 1981, 1982 and 1983, but s t r e s s e d t h e i r contingent na ture and 

continued t o bel ieve t h a t t h e Agency's t echn ica l a s s i s t ance programme should 

be funded from the Regular Budget. 

15« The Tunisian Government, which was becoming inc reas ing ly i n t e r e s t ed i n the 

peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy, was drawing up fo r t h e per iod up to t h e y e a r 2000 

an energy development p lan under which renewable sources of energy were t o play 

an increas ing par t and the use of nuclear power was being se r ious ly envisaged. 

In add i t ion , two p r o j e c t s were being ca r r i ed out i n Tunis ia under the Agency's 

regular programme of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . As a country bordering on t h e Sahara, 

Tunis ia se t great s t o r e by t he con t r ibu t ion of nuc lea r energy t o solving t h e 

ser ious and complex problem of d e s e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

16. The Tunisian de lega t ion was disappointed a t t h e negat ive response which 

continued t o be given t o t he l eg i t ima t e request for equ i tab le r ep resen ta t ion on 

the Board of Governors for the a reas of Africa and of t he Middle Bast and 

South Asia . The amendment of A r t i c l e VI.A.2 proposed s ince 1977 by the coun t r i e s 

of those two areas was i n accordance with t h e re levan t provis ions of t he S t a t u t e , 

in which the p r i n c i p l e of equi tab le r ep resen ta t ion of the var ious areas was 

enshrined. Moreover, t he Tunisian delegat ion had occasion yet again t o r e g r e t 

t he fact t ha t member coun t r i e s of t he Group of 77 a s a whole were under- represented 

in the S e c r e t a r i a t , and the presence of t h e i r n a t i o n a l s continued to be an 

exception, e spec ia l ly i n the h igher ranks . The time had come for the Agency and 

the Sec re t a r i a t t o make, i n the s p i r i t and i n t h e s t r u c t u r e of t he Agency, t he 

changes required by equ i ty and by a concern t o render the Agency inc reas ing ly 

democrat i c . 

17. Mr. NBUYBif MAMH CAM (Viet Nam) observed t h a t on t he threshold of t he 

1980s h i s country hoped t h a t common e f fo r t s would con t r ibu te t o the maintenance of 

a l a s t i n g peace, t o safeguarding the independence and s e c u r i t y of peoples and t o 

the happiness of mankind. In the s t rugg le of peoples for a more deoent l i f e t he 

peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear energy cons t i t u t ed an e s s e n t i a l f ac to r both a t 

present and for the f u t u r e . 
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18. The S o c i a l i s t Republic of Viet Nam supported co-operat ion and mutual aid 

between count r ies on the bas i s of e q u a l i t y . I t was l og i ca l to expect t h a t the 

advanced coun t r i e s , as well as t he Agency, should a s s i s t the developing countr ies 

i n secur ing rap id access to the peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear energy. In a 

number of the Agency's areas of a c t i v i t y , such as t echn ica l a s s i s t ance , fel low­

ships and t r a i n i n g , p r e f e r en t i a l t reatment should be accorded to developing 

c o u n t r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y those which had jus t es tab l i shed a programme for the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy. In t h a t connection h i s country welcomed the 

co—operation programme of the Council for Mutual Economic Ass is tance . 

19. Viet Nam was s t r i v i n g t o remove the severe a f t e r - e f f e c t s of war, and was 

cur ren t ly devoting i t s energies t o peaceful cons t ruc t ion . I t s e f f o r t s were aimed 

at r e a l i z i n g the peaceful app l i ca t ion of atomic energy i n a g r i c u l t u r e and public 

hea l th and a t in tens i fy ing the t r a i n i n g of personnel . At t h a t i n i t i a l s tage of 

peaceful nuclear app l i ca t ions , Viet Nam had received a s s i s t ance from the Agency, 

the Soviet Union and other s o c i a l i s t count r ies and a lso from a number of o ther 

f r iendly S t a t e s . 

20. The Vietnamese people asp i red t o a r e a l and l a s t i n g peace, and was determined 

to preserve i t s independence and freedom; hence i t s des i re t o see a peaceful and 

s tab le South-East Asia where genuine co-operat ion between a l l count r ies could be 

e s t ab l i shed . I t was from tha t s tandpoint t h a t Viet Nam endorsed the i n i t i a t i v e 

taken by t h e Soviet Union and o ther peace-loving countr ies t o promote peace, 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l de tente and general disarmament, for i t was necessary t o s t r i v e to 

ensure d l t e n t e , s ecur i ty and the independence and sovereignty of peoples by con­

t r i b u t i n g t o t he establishment of condi t ions conducive t o t h e peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy. 

21 . Mr. BARUTQU (Turkey) emphasized tha t most of the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d and 

developing count r ies which did not possess suf f ic ien t l o c a l energy resources had 

been fac ing severe economic problems s ince the o i l c r i s i s of 1974. Nevertheless 

there had been s tagnat ion and even a decrease in orders for nuclear power p l an t s 

over the preceding th ree or four years i n several developed and some developing 

count r ies because of increased a c t i v i t y by an t i -nuc lea r p ressure groups and 
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u n c e r t a i n t i e s regarding the long-term supply of nuclear m a t e r i a l s . However, in 

view of the fresh increases in the p r i c e s of o i l and other f o s s i l f ue l s , nuclear 

energy genera t ion had re-emerged as one of the r e l i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s t o meet 

energy requirements u n t i l the year 2000. 

22. Since Turkey had l imi t ed conventional energy resources , nuc lea r energy 

would play an increas ing ro l e in e l e c t r i c i t y generat ion from 1990 onwards. The 

f i r s t power p l a n t , 660 MW(e), which was scheduled t o go into opera t ion in 1987, 

would c o n s t i t u t e an important milestone i n t he in t roduct ion of nuclear power in 

Turkey. F e a s i b i l i t y and s i t i n g s t u d i e s fo r fu r the r nuclear power p l a n t s had 

already s t a r t e d . In t h a t connection i t should be mentioned t h a t two i n s t i t u t e s , 

dealing with t he app l ica t ion of nuc lear techniques in ve t e r ina ry science and in 

a g r i c u l t u r e , had been es tab l i shed with t h e t echn ica l a s s i s t ance provided by the 

Agency. 

23. Countr ies had t o have freedom of choice regarding each s tage of the nuclear 

fuel cyc le , and should not be cons t ra ined by u n i l a t e r a l dec is ions taken by one 

S t a t e or a group of S t a t e s . Such r e s t r i c t i o n s would be i n c o n f l i c t with the 

Agency's S t a t u t e and with NPT. Although the peaceful u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear energy 

meant t h a t app l i ca t i ons should not be d i r e c t e d towards nuclear weapon production, 

t ha t requirement should not hinder the execution of c i v i l nuc lea r programmes. 

That was why the ru l e s for the p rov is ion of nuclear ma te r i a l , equipment, technology 

and nuclear fuel cycle serv ices should be evolved on the b a s i s of a consensus, 

with the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l coun t r i e s which had nuclear research and development 

programmes. The In t e rna t iona l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluation (INFCE) represented 

an exemplary approach i n t h a t r e s p e c t , and so did the ob jec t ives of t h e Committee 

on Assurances of Supply, which had been se t up by the Board of Governors i n 

June 1980. The conclusions and achievements of INFCE and the Committee would be 

of the utmost importance for the fu tu re programmes of a l l c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

for those of the Third World. For example, the establishment of an i n t e rna t i ona l 

fuel bank, an i n t e rna t i ona l technology cen t re and an emergency sa fe ty network 

would be of g rea t b e n e f i t . 

24. Turkey had become a par ty t o NPT on 17 Apri l 1980, and had a l ready taken 

s teps towards nego t i a t ing a safeguards agreement with the Agency under the Trea ty . 

In add i t i on , i t intended to e s t a b l i s h a na t iona l system of nuc lea r mater ia l 

accounting and c o n t r o l . I t had benef i t ed from the Agency's t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance 
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i n t h a t r e s p e c t . All nuc lea r a c t i v i t i e s in Turkey had been subject t o inspec t ions 

tiy the Agency even before the count ry ' s accession t o HPT. 

25. The Turkish de lega t ion noted with s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t t he Convention on the 

Physical P ro tec t ion of Nuclear Mater ia l had been opened for s igna ture , and would 

make every ef for t t o s ign i t a t an ea r ly da te . I t hoped t h a t the Agency would 

be able t o provide the necessary ass i s t ance in t he establishment of na t iona l 

physical p ro t ec t i on systems in the developing c o u n t r i e s . 

26. At the Second HPT Review Conference held i n Geneva i n August and September 1980 

the d iscuss ions on the app l i ca t i on of Ar t i c l e I I I , r e l a t i n g t o safeguards, and 

Ar t i c l e IV, deal ing with the promotion of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 

had revealed c e r t a i n d i f fe rences of opinion. Likewise, the process of r ap id and 

d e l i b e r a t e t r a n s i t i o n t o nuc lear power genera t ion , which was of v i t a l importance 

for the developing coun t r i e s , was beset with d i f f i c u l t i e s . That proved t h a t the 

establishment of a system based on consensus regarding the peaceful a p p l i c a t i o n 

of nuc lear energy, with t h e ac t ive p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l count r ies which had 

nuclear programmes, would be the only means of achieving a more s a t i s f a c t o r y 

development of i n t e r n a t i o n a l nuclear r e l a t i o n s . I t went without saying t h a t the 

c rea t ion of an atmosphere of mutual t r u s t was a s ine qua non for such an 

understanding. 

27. In conclusion, he s t r e s s e d the importance of t h e t echn ica l a s s i s t ance 

provided by the Agency, and pointed out that h i s country had ra i sed i t s voluntary 

con t r ibu t ion . Turkey was a l so p leased t o host s c i e n t i f i c meetings organized by 

the Agency and would continue to do so , since t h a t was one of the ways of sup­

por t ing t he Agency's a c t i v i t i e s . For example, i n the current year i t was hos t ing 

an Agency seminar on t he u t i l i z a t i o n of research r e a c t o r s and neutron genera to rs 

for developing coun t r i e s , and i t would organize o t h e r s c i e n t i f i c meetings i n 

1981 and 1982. 

28. Mr. SHALL (Hew Zealand) s a id tha t the annual report had once again 

demonstrated the progress made by the Agency i n promoting the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy and in prevent ing the dangers of p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons. 

I t was of v i t a l concern t o a l l count r ies tha t the l i n k between the Treaty on the 

Non-Prol i fera t ion of Nuclear Weapons and the Agency's Safeguards System should be 

preserved. 
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29. However, on the subject of nuclear arms con t ro l , t he annual report pa in ted 

an excessively op t imis t i c p i c t u r e of what had been achieved during the pas t y e a r . 

In tha t connection h i s Government deeply r eg re t t ed t he d isappoint ing outcome of 

t he Second HPT Review Conference, e spec ia l ly where arms control and disarmament 

were concerned. The New Zealand Minis ter of Foreign Affa i r s had considered 

tha t the Conference had given a warning t o the nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , and 

p a r t i c u l a r l y the two super-Powers, t ha t they must reduce t h e i r nuclear a r sena l s 

and nego t i a t e other important measures of nuclear arms control i f NPT was t o 

r e t a i n i t s fu l l s ign i f i cance . His delegat ion a l so noted t he slow progress of 

t he t r i l a t e r a l nego t i a t ions on a complete nuclear t e s t ban and the n o n - r a t i f i c a t i o n 

of the SALT I I Treaty . All those negat ive elements had coincided with an inc rease 

i n world t ens ions due t o t h e Afghanistan and Kampuchea c r i s e s . During the 

preceding year the Pac i f i c region had not remained free from the nuclear shadow. 

The New Zealand Government the re fo re considered t h a t new decis ions should be 

taken on nuclear disarmament and tha t the Agency should play a ro l e in tha t f i e l d . 

A comprehensive nuclear t e s t ban t r e a t y had not yet taken shape and h i s country 

wished once again t o c a l l fo r t he conclusion of such a t r e a t y . 

30. As t o p o s i t i v e achievements, t he Director General had c i t e d the increase i n 

the volume of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e and in the number of safeguards agreements, 

t h e cont inuat ion of t he e f f o r t s which had l ed t o t he conclusion i n 198O of t he I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluat ion and the f i n a l i z a t i o n of the Convention on t h e 

Physical P ro tec t ion of Nuclear Ma te r i a l . The l a s t two were outstanding ach ieve­

ments, and h i s Government hoped to sign the Convention i n t he near fu ture . In 

the mat ter of p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n of atomic energy for peaceful purposes, 

New Zealand, l i k e other c o u n t r i e s , had been affected by the events of the preceding 

few years and had consequently begun developing a new energy po l i cy . Thus, t he 

production of e l e c t r i c a l energy had been reviewed in t he context of energy 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s and some s ign i f i c an t decis ions had been taken . Although th ree or 

four years e a r l i e r the genera t ion of e l e c t r i c i t y by nuc lear means had been 
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included i n t he count ry ' s power plan covering the following f i f t e e n y e a r s , the 

nuclear opt ion had been dele ted from current planning. Ins tead , New Zealand 

was making a determined ef for t t o u t i l i z e resources such a s n a t u r a l gas , coa l , 

water power and geothermal energy. Never the less , tha t did not mean t h a t New 

Zealand had turned i t s 'back on nuclear energy. I t was only being guided 'by the 

recommendations of a commission of inqu i ry which had advised t he Government t o 

defer any dec is ions on the subject for t he time being. 

31 . The foregoing developments had not diminished h i s coun t ry ' s i n t e r e s t i n the 

Agency's work. For example, as a producer of meat and a g r i c u l t u r a l commodities, 

New Zealand was g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e r a d i a t i o n prese rva t ion of var ious 

foodstuffs and hoped t h a t the Codex Alimentarius would he amended so t h a t several 

i r r a d i a t e d foods could he accepted fo r general consumption. I t was pursuing 

i t s programme on the use of rad io iso topes i n indust ry and maintaining i t s i n t e r e s t 

in uranium ore prospec t ing . Work was a l so continuing in the a rea of nuclear 

medicine, and the a c t i v i t i e s of t he National Radiat ion Laboratory now extended 

t o monitoring r a d i o a c t i v i t y in the atmosphere, not only over New Zealand but 

a lso over the neighbouring Pac i f ic i s l a n d s . 

32. In conclusion he affirmed t h a t , even i f New Zealand was not d i r e c t l y 

involved i n a l l a c t i v i t i e s of the Agency, i t would continue t o t ake a close 

i n t e r e s t i n t h e Agency's work. 

33 . Mr. AESNIJI (Nigeria) sa id t h a t meeting energy needs had become one 

of the c r u c i a l problems of mankind. The problem was most se r ious for developing 

count r ies , which, whether or not they were o i l producers, would be forced more 

and more t o t u r n t o o ther energy sources as o i l reserves were deple ted . However, 

those coun t r i e s best placed t o change the present s i t u a t i o n seemed un in te re s t ed 

in tha t o the r proven energy source - nuclear energy. The energy s i t u a t i o n was no 

longer as secure as i t had been when the Agency was e s t ab l i shed , and nuclear 

power could not remain a prerogat ive of t he r i ch coun t r i es . Although they might 

deny themselves nuclear power at t he i n s t i g a t i o n of defenders of t he environment 

and p o l i t i c i a n s , t he r i ch countr ies could and must not prevent t he developing 

countr ies from us ing i t , provided the necessary safeguards were appl ied . 
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34. I*1 the pas t year Niger ia had undertaken a review of i t s energy programme, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y as regards e l e c t r i c i t y genera t ion , and had stepped up i t s uranium p r o s ­

pect ing e f f o r t . For t h a t reason h i s country looked t o the Agency for t he a s s i s t ance 

needed i n t r a i n i n g personnel and acquir ing t echn ica l and s c i e n t i f i c knowledge; i t 

was gra tefu l t o t he Agency for the a s s i s t ance and co-operation rendered i n the p a s t . 

35. I f they were t o meet the expecta t ions of Member S t a t e s , the promotional and 

regula tory a c t i v i t i e s of the Agency should be financed from the Regular Budget. 

That would help impart consis tency, con t inu i ty and p r e d i c t a b i l i t y t o the Agency's 

programmes. I t was thus alarming to note t h a t the t echn ica l a s s i s t ance budget 

for 1981 showed zero growth while the funds a l l o t t e d t o the f inancing of safeguards 

were inc reas ing . The Nigerian Government had already demonstrated i t s commitment 

t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n the peaceful uses of nuclear energy by making a 

contr ibut ion d i s t i n c t l y g r e a t e r than i t s ca l cu la t ed share t o t he Technical Ass i s ­

tance Fund in 1980, and i t intended t o do the same in 1981. 

36. Of course t he Agency's safeguards a c t i v i t i e s were necessary, and the Agency 

should continue t o play an important pa r t i n t h a t f i e l d . However, t he Second NPT 

Review Conference had brought out a r e g r e t t a b l e po l a r i z a t i on wi th regard t o t he 

dual ob jec t ive of t he Trea ty : t o prevent p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons on the 

one hand and to promote t he peaceful use of nuclear energy on t h e 

o the r . Moreover, any objec t ive ana lys i s of the appl ica t ion of NPT must take i n to 

account the development of t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n , i . e . t ha t t he number of 

nuclear-weapon S t a t e s should not increase and t h a t those which had renounced nuclear 

weapons had the r i g h t t o be free of the spec t re of a nuclear ho locaus t . Furthermore, 

i n order to be e f f ec t ive NPT should cover not only hor izonta l but a l so v e r t i c a l 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n ; the regula tory ro le of t h e Agency i n tha t respect should not hamper 

i t s promotional r o l e . The Nigerian de lega t ion wished to draw the a t t e n t i o n of the 

General Conference t o the attempt on the p a r t of South Africa t o d e s t a b i l i z e the 

African continent by acquir ing nuclear weapons through the co l l abora t ion of ce r t a in 

countr ies and i n f lagrant d isregard of t he Agency's safeguards. The fact t ha t t h a t 

country had exploded a nuclear device i n 1979 gave r i s e t o doubts about the Agency's 

a b i l i t y t o prevent the d ivers ion of nuc lear ma te r i a l s to m i l i t a r y purposes i n 

South Africa. His delegat ion appealed t o a l l Members of the Agency t o cease 

immediately a l l nuclear co-operat ion with South Africa and to prevent t h e i r t r a n s ­

na t iona l companies from u t i l i z i n g the uranium resources of Namibia. I f t he 

apar theid regime would not respect i n t e r n a t i o n a l s tandards and o b l i g a t i o n s i t must 

be t o t a l l y i s o l a t e d , as i t had been dur ing the twenty- th i rd r egu la r sess ion of t he 

General Conference. 
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37. Regarding the amendment of Ar t ic le VI.A.2 of the S t a t u t e , h i s de legat ion 

r eca l l ed t h a t Niger ia had proposed t o the Board of Governors tha t th ree add i t iona l 

sea t s should be given to Africa and two t o the Middle East and South Asia, as those 

two areas were c l ea r ly under-represented on the Board. Since the s i t u a t i o n had not 

changed h i s delegat ion was repea t ing i t s request before the General Conference i n 

the hope t h a t g rea t e r c r e d i b i l i t y would be given t o the p r i n c i p l e of sovereign 

equa l i t y of a l l Member S t a t e s proclaimed in Ar t ic le IV of the S t a t u t e . 

38. Mr. DALKHSUREN (Mongolia), r e c a l l i n g the grea t ob jec t ives of the Agency's 

work, s t r e s s e d the importance of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n tha t f i e l d at the present t ime. Numerous delegat ions 

had spoken before him on the subject of the Second HPT Review Conference; the 

quest ions discussed by t h a t Conference did indeed have a d i rec t connection with the 

Agency's a c t i v i t i e s . I n t he Mongolian d e l e g a t i o n ' s view the p r inc ipa l r e s u l t of 

t he Conference had been t o confirm the value of NFT. The exchanges of opinion 

which had taken place would make i t poss ib le to s t rengthen the non-p ro l i f e ra t ion 

regime and should promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n the use of nuclear energy 

for peaceful purposes. 

39. The Review Conference had a t tached great importance to examining su i t ab l e 

measures for ending the arms r ace . Unfortunately, a l a rge number of i n i t i a t i v e s 

and proposals o r i g ina t i ng from the s o c i a l i s t countr ies remained unrea l ized . While 

the Mongolian delegat ion shared the concern expressed during the Conference at t he 

current s i t u a t i o n , i t a l so shared the pos i t i ve appra i sa l of the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s , 

e spec i a l l y as regards safeguards . 

40. The development of nuc lea r power was accompanied by a considerable increase i n 

world-wide exchanges of nuc lea r mater ia l and equipment. Great importance must be 

a t tached i n t h a t connection t o the work which had led t o the d ra f t ing of the 

Convention on the Physical P ro tec t ion of Nuclear M a t e r i a l . His delegat ion was 

convinced t h a t t he r a t i f i c a t i o n procedure for tha t Convention would soon be 

completed i n h i s country. 

4 1 . Mongolia supported the Agency's programmes on the establishment of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

and regional fuel cycle cen t re s and in t e rna t i ona l plutonium and spent fuel s torage 

cen t r e s . Such centres should not only f a c i l i t a t e e f f ec t ive control by the Agency, 

but should a l so acce le ra te t he development of nuc lear power, e spec ia l ly i n count r ies 

with a low i n d u s t r i a l p o t e n t i a l . 
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42. Concerning the annual repor t for 1979, h i s de lega t ion was pleased.%with t h e 

r e s u l t s obtained by the Agency i n the f i e l d s of nuclear power, nuclear sa fe ty , 

environmental p ro t ec t ion , safeguards and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Information 

System. The technica l a s s i s t ance provided by the Agency i n 1979 was p a r t i c u l a r l y 

deserving of p r a i s e . The t o t a l funds ava i lab le for t h a t purpose had been 

817.5 mi l l i on , which represented an increase of 17/5 over t he previous year . 

A c e r t a i n number of Agency p r o j e c t s were being car r ied out m Mongolia; some r e l a t e d 

t o the development of nuclear science and technology, o the r s t o the appl ica t ions of 

i so topes and r ad i a t i on i n s c i e n t i f i c research , geology, medicine and a g r i c u l t u r e . 

The Mongolian delegat ion was p a r t i c u l a r l y gra te fu l t o the Agency for i t s ass i s tance 

in the establishment of a na t iona l nuclear ana lys i s l abora to ry i n Mongolia. 

43. His delegat ion approved of t he t a r g e t of $13 mi l l ion f ixed for voluntary 

con t r ibu t ions , and h i s Government was prepared t o pay i t s sha re . 

Mr. Mademba Sy (Senegal) took the Chair . 

44. Mr. CHAGULA (United Republic of Tanzania) sa id t h a t he was happy to 

recommend tha t the General Conference adopt t he annual repor t for 1979. Regarding 

INPCE, the Tanzanian delegat ion welcomed the fact t ha t t he Board of Governors had 

set up the Committee on Assurances of Supply. I t proposed tha t the Agency organize 

a s e r i e s of regional and sub-regional seminars t o acquaint the developing count r ies 

with the most important r e s u l t s of INFCE. That should be done, as f a r as p o s s i b l e , 

i n co l l abora t ion with na t iona l research counci ls , u n i v e r s i t i e s and o ther appropr ia te 

i n s t i t u t i o n s . Such a programme would lay a firm foundation for the Agency's 

t echn ica l ass i s tance t o the developing coun t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the l eas t developed 

anong them. 

45. As regards the "Matters of I n t e r e s t t o the Agency discussed by the General 

Assembly of the United Nat ions" , the re was one omission i n p a r t i c u l a r which seemed 

s i g n i f i c a n t : the re was no reference t o General Assembly Resolut ion 34/92 C which, 

i n p a r t i c u l a r , requested a l l t he spec ia l i zed agencies and o the r organizat ions and 

conferences wi th in the United Nations system to grant f u l l membership to the 

United Kations Council for Namibia, so t h a t i t might p a r t i c i p a t e i n tha t capaci ty 

as the Administering Authority for Namibia i n the work of those agencies , 

organiza t ions and conferences. The Tanzanian delegat ion hoped tha t the S e c r e t a r i a t 
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was already t ak ing the necessary s teps t o enable the United Nations Council for 

Namibia to p a r t i c i p a t e as a f u l l member of t h e Agency. 

46. Regarding the Agency's programme for 198I-86 and i t s budget for 1981, 

he supported i n general the proposals they contained, but reserved t h e r igh t t o make 

more de ta i l ed comments i n the Committee of t he Whole. The Tanzanian delegat ion was 

p a r t i c u l a r l y p leased t h a t new Sec re t a r i a t Divisions had been e s t ab l i shed for the 

nuclear fuel cyc le , nuclear power and nuc lea r sa fe ty . As a r e su l t of t ha t 

reorganizat ion the Agency would be able t o respond more e f fec t ive ly t o the developing 

c o u n t r i e s ' needs i n those a r eas . The Tanzanian delegat ion also f e l t t h a t the 

Agency's programme fo r 1981-86 should s t r i k e a f a i r balance between the amounts 

earmarked for safeguards and for t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . That was t he s p i r i t i n which 

i t approved the t a r g e t of 413 mi l l ion for voluntary contr ibut ions t o the Technical 

Assistance Fund f o r 198l . Subject t o those r e se rva t ions i t supported t he adoption 

of the draft r e s o l u t i o n s on the Agency's Regular Budget, Technical Assistance Fund 

and Working Capi ta l Fund fo r 1981, contained i n Annex, VI t o document GC(XXTV)/630. 

47. Regarding the f inancing of t echnica l a s s i s t a n c e , the Tanzanian Government s t i l l 

s t rongly maintained t h a t , i n order t o know what resources could be counted on for 

t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e and t o be sure t h a t t h e l a t t e r was accorded t h e same s t a t u s as 

safeguards, the t echn ica l ass is tance programme should be financed from the Regular 

Budget as soon as p o s s i b l e . Since t he Board of Governors had f a i l e d t o reach a 

consensus on t h a t mat te r , the General Conference should find a s a t i s f a c t o r y so lu t ion 

t o prevent many t e c h n i c a l l y sound p ro j ec t s being l e f t unimplemented for lack of 

resources , a s i t u a t i o n which recurred annual ly . I n response t o the recommendation 

made by the Board of Governors, the Tanzanian Government was pledging a voluntary 

contr ibut ion of $1300 t o the Technical Assistance Fund for 1981. 

48. Turning to t h e quest ion of the amendment of Ar t i c l e VI.A.2 of t he S t a t u t e , he 

pointed out t h a t t h e represen ta t ion on t h e Board of t he areas "Africa" and "Middle 

East and South Asia" was only about 22$, while tha t of the other a reas ranged 

from 32 to 38$. That meant t h a t , while t he Member S t a t e s i n the o the r areas had 

only s ix years t o wait before obtaining a seat on the Board, the Member S t a t e s of 

Africa and of t h e Middle East and South Asia had t o wait as long as nine y e a r s . 

That was a f l agran t v i o l a t i o n of the p r i n c i p l e of equi tab le r ep resen ta t ion on the 

Board of Governors, The General Conference should therefore urge the Board t o 

resolve tha t ques t ion without fu r the r de lay . 
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49. Concerning NPT, Tanzania had not signed i t because i t considered i t more 

harmful than useful t o the wor ld ' s disarmament e f f o r t s . I n the f i r s t p l ace i t was 

f a i l i n g to achieve any abatement of the nuc lea r arms race and did not a f fec t those 

few members of the "c lub" of countr ies which monopolized nuclear weapons. Secondly, 

i t created a fa lse sense of s a t i s f a c t i o n and complacency, which i n t u r n l e d t o a 

s lackening of e f f o r t s t o a t t a i n disarmament; meanwhile the problem was growing more 

ser ious each yea r . Th i rd ly , i t v io l a t ed the sovereignty of Member S t a t e s , s ince i t 

made ass i s tance from the Agency condi t ional upon s igning NPT, contrary t o 

Ar t i c l e s I I and I I I of the Agency's S t a t u t e . Six years a f t e r the F i r s t NPT Review 

Conference the nuclear-weapon S t a t e s had made no progress whatsoever towards 

achieving disarmament. Furthermore, the Second Review Conference had shown t h a t 

double standards were being applied with regard t o the implementation of t h e Treaty , 

depending on whether o r not the S t a t e s p a r t y t o i t possessed nuclear weapons. The 

nuclear-weapon S t a t e s had continued to v i o l a t e A r t i c l e s VI and I of t h e Trea ty by 

carrying on the arms r a c e . The fact t ha t t he United S t a t e s of America had only 

r ecen t ly agreed to have i t s peaceful nuclear f a c i l i t i e s p laced under Agency safeguards 

was a l so symptomatic. 

50. Mr. NORAMLY (Malaysia) sa id t h a t , on t he opening day of t he General 

Conference, an agreement had been concluded between Malaysia, the Agency and the 

United S t a t e s of America for the supply t o Malaysia of a TRIGA Mark I I research 

r e a c t o r and i t s f u e l . The r eac to r would be operated by the Tun Ismail Atomic 

Research Centre (PUSPATl) some 32 k i lomet res from Kuala Lumpur. Del ivery of t he 

fuel was scheduled for October 1981, and the r e a c t o r would be used for t r a i n i n g 

purposes and for t h e product ion of r ad io i so topes . 

51 . Malaysia was b a s i c a l l y an a g r i c u l t u r a l country and had embarked on a modest 

nuclear programme. Apart from a g r i c u l t u r e , h i s country a lso gave p r i o r i t y to the 

medical and i n d u s t r i a l app l i ca t ions of atomic energy. I t sought the co-operat ion of 

the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d count r ies i n order t o ob ta in research and t r a i n i n g f a c i l i t i e s . 

His de legat ion wished t o thank both the Agency and the Governments of A u s t r a l i a , 

Aust r ia , Belgium, t he Federal Republic of Germany, France, Ind ia , Indones ia , Japan, 

the Ph i l i pp ines and the United S t a t e s of America f o r t h e i r ass i s tance i n the PUSPATl 

p r o j e c t . 



GC(XXIV)/OR.224 
page 18 

52. Although i t s nuclear programme was modest i n s c a l e , h i s country had 

encountered great d i f f i c u l t i e s i n obta in ing t r a i n i n g f a c i l i t i e s and had had to 

contend with very s t r ingen t condi t ions set by the export ing coun t r i e s . The 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d countr ies should f a c i l i t a t e the t r a n s f e r of nuclear techniques t o 

the developing count r ies for t h e benef i t of mankind and i n order t o fo s t e r a c lose r 

understanding between the Agency's Member S t a t e s . 

53. His de legat ion welcomed the establishment of the Committee on Assurances of 

Supply, which should br ing s u b s t a n t i a l bene f i t s t o the developing coun t r i es . 

54. With regard t o the Agency's programme and budget (GC(xXI?)/630), he was 

concerned to note t h a t the i n d i c a t i v e planning f igures fo r voluntary cont r ibut ions 

did not r e f l ec t the r e a l needs of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance , even though the t a r g e t s had 

been increased and despi te the generous addi t iona l con t r ibu t ions pa id by ce r t a in 

Member S t a t e s . As s t a t e d by the Di rec to r General, i t had been poss ib le to implement 

only one t h i r d of t he t e c h n i c a l l y sound p ro j ec t s for which no funds had been 

i n i t i a l l y a v a i l a b l e . I n order t o solve t h a t problem, the Agency should undertake a 

more ambitious programme modelled on the Regional Co-operative Agreement (RCA). The 

Department of Research and I so topes had done some exce l len t work i n promoting the 

UNDP funding of RCA pro jec t s concerning the i n d u s t r i a l app l i ca t ions of r ad i a t i on and 

r ad io i so topes . 

55. I t was i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t , although the Agency had problems i n f inancing 

t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e , the same did not apply t o safeguards . Any imbalance between 

the promotional and the regula tory aspects of the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s was detr imental 

t o the Agency's s t a t u t o r y o b j e c t i v e s . Those countr ies which were i n a pos i t ion t o 

help the Agency r e s t o r e tha t balance should do so . 

56. The f a i l u r e of the Second HPT Review Conference gave cause for alarm. The 

agreements which had been reached i n c e r t a i n areas should nonetheless be fu l ly 

implemented, and the outs tanding di f ferences should not obs t ruct future co-operat ion. 

I t had also been recognized t h a t excess ive ly s t r i c t r egu la t ion was detr imental t o 

the t r a n s f e r of technology and t h a t the indiscr iminate app l i ca t ion of safeguards 

would have r e s u l t e d i n economic l o s s e s . 
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57. Mr. EILAM ( I s r a e l ) declared t h a t h i s country valued the Agency's ass i s tance 

t o i t s Member S t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s e f f o r t s i n the f i e l d of information, the 

environment, s a fe ty , qua l i ty assurance and phys ica l s e c u r i t y . He hoped tha t the 

Agency would play an increas ing ly ac t ive ro le i n promoting nuc lea r a c t i v i t i e s and 

i n i t i a t i n g pub l i c d iscuss ions on the many cont rovers ia l aspec ts of nuclear energy. 

Much had s t i l l t o be sa id and done to a l l a y doubts and misplaced f e a r s , and to 

provide ob jec t ive information t o t he p u b l i c . 

58. A g r e a t e r e f for t should be made t o induce the leading i n d u s t r i a l i z e d countr ies 

t o devote more thought and resources t o adapting e x i s t i n g power r eac to r s t o the 

condit ions p r e v a i l i n g i n the developing coun t r i e s . The Agency had taken a wise 

decis ion i n convening an advisory group on the i n t e r a c t i o n of g r i d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

with the design performance of nuc lea r power p l a n t s . The Agency should also devote 

more a t t e n t i o n t o the de f in i t i on of c r i t e r i a for underground nuc lear power p l a n t s , 

which cons t i t u t ed an important opt ion and a poss ib le so lu t i on t o s i t e s e l ec t i on and 

environmental safe ty problems. Greater e f f o r t s should a l so be made t o solve problems 

r e l a t i n g t o t he const ruct ion and safe operat ion of nuclear power p l a n t s s i t ua t ed f a r 

from the s ea or from adequate water r e sources . Technology al lowing a nuc lear power 

plant to be constructed where i t was r e a l l y needed, and not j u s t where i t could be 

b u i l t , had s t i l l t o be developed. His country was facing a r e a l and p ress ing problem 

i n that connection, s ince i t a l ready used i t s water resources t o the f u l l : the same 

would probably be t r u e for o ther c o u n t r i e s , even those with more p l e n t i f u l water 

resources . 

59. Although I s r a e l was a developing country with l imi ted resources , h i s Government 

was ready t o continue i t s t r a d i t i o n of co-operat ion with o the r developing countr ies 

through the Agency. 

60. Mr. MUSSO (Uruguay) s t a t e d t h a t h i s Government, conscious of t he need f e l t 

by a l l modern S t a t e s t o use nuc lear technology, had i n April 1980 approved the 

general o u t l i n e s of the count ry ' s nuc lea r po l i cy and had i n s t r u c t e d the National 

Atomic Energy Commission to draw up a na t iona l nuclear programme. With t he 

co-operat ion of the Agency, the Intern-American Nuclear Energy Commission (IANEC) 
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and the nat ional commissions of Argentina, B r a z i l and Chi le , the Uruguayan Atomic 

Energy Commission was continuing to implement i t s plans to use rad io i so topes i n 

medicine, ag r i cu l tu re and indus t ry . His coun t ry ' s i n t e r e s t i n the o the r p o t e n t i a l 

uses of nuclear energy had l ed i t to hos t , i n May 1980, the Conference on Small 

and Medium Nuclear Power Reactors for Energy Generation and I n d u s t r i a l Appl icat ions, 

at tended by 150 p a r t i c i p a n t s from 17 c o u n t r i e s . 

61 . Convinced as i t was of the need to s t rengthen regional nuclear co-operat ion 

and of the ro le t h a t the Agency could, and should, p lay as a c a t a ly s t i n tha t p rocess , 

h i s Government was p leased t o note tha t the Regional Co-operation Agreement for 

Lat in America was t ak ing shape. That Agreement would allow b e t t e r use t o he made 

of the r eg ion ' s resources and of those provided by i n t e rna t i ona l bod ies . I n tha t 

connection, mention should be made of the regional non-destruct ive t e s t pro jec t in 

which the count r ies from the region were co l l abo ra t i ng , together with t h e Agency, 

t he United Nations I n d u s t r i a l Development Organizat ion (UNIK)), t he Organizat ion 

of American S t a t e s (OAS) and the Inter-American Nuclear Energy Commission of OAS 

(IAMEC). 

62. The developing countr ies should cons tan t ly s t r i v e t o make use of modern 

technology, inc lud ing of course nuclear technology, i n t h e i r energy product ion systems. 

His country welcomed the Agency's e f fo r t s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n but was concerned at the 

f inanc ia l cons t r a in t s which prevented t he Agency from carrying out many of i t s 

t echnica l a s s i s t ance p r o j e c t s . Uruguay approved the t a r g e t f igure fo r voluntary 

contr ibut ions t o the Technical Assistance Fund for 1981 and the recommended f igures 

for 1982 and 1983. As i n t he p a s t , Uruguay would make a voluntary con t r i bu t ion . 

63. Mr. AL-ESKANGI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) r e c a l l e d t h a t , a t the previous 

sess ion of the General Conference, h i s de lega t ion had warned t h a t t h e energy c r i s i s 

could be expected t o continue and had s t r e s s e d t h a t the Agency and i t s advanced 

Member S ta tes should make use of nuclear power, which cons t i tu ted one of the main 

sources of energy production both now and i n the fu tu re . 

64. Since then l i t t l e had been done t o develop nuclear energy t o the g r ea t e s t 

poss ib le ex ten t . A much more vigorous technologica l e f for t was requ i red i n order 

t o construct s a f e r , more economical and more r e l i a b l e nuclear power s t a t i o n s . 

65. He wished t o r e f e r i n p a r t i c u l a r t o the nuclear power needs of t h e developing 

countr ies and to the ser ious problems they faced owing to t h e i r lack of know-how, 
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t h e i r f inanc ia l d i f f i c u l t i e s and t h e i r shortage of t echn ica l and s c i e n t i f i c manpower. 

That was espec ia l ly t r u e for a l l s tages of the fuel cycle , uranium prospec t ing , 

t echn ica l t r a i n i n g and the development of nuc lea r i n d u s t r i e s . I t was amazing 

to note tha t the developed countr ies had a l ready used and were s t i l l us ing the 

resources of c e r t a i n developing countr ies t o the f u l l , for ins tance , those of the 

oi l -producing c o u n t r i e s . However, there was no r e t u r n i n the shape of r e a l 

ass i s tance i n the development of nuclear technology where i t was needed. The Agency 

should make ser ious e f f o r t s i n tha t d i r e c t i o n . 

66. Another important i s sue concerned the commitment of Member S t a t e s regard ing the 

implementation of NFT and safeguards . His country had met i t s ob l iga t ions by 

s igning a safeguards agreement i n accordance with A r t i c l e s I I I . l and I I I . 4 of MPT. 

I t had thus demonstrated i t s goodwill in seeking to r e a l i z e "atoms for peace" and 

t o implement i t s programme for the development of peaceful app l ica t ions of nuc lear 

energy. His country had a l ready urged o thers t o s ign NPT and t o apply t he 

corresponding safeguards . Countries which had not signed BPT were c r e a t i n g a very 

dangerous s i t u a t i o n by posing a regional nuc lea r t h r e a t . South Africa and I s r a e l 

were obvious examples of countr ies which caused the t e r r o r of nuclear weapons t o 

re ign throughout t he world. Those countr ies had committed i l l e g a l ac t s by, fo r 

example, s t e a l i n g uranium from other S t a t e s . The Agency and i t s Member S t a t e s 

should take a firm s tand on t h a t v i t a l i s sue and face up t o t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

before i t was too l a t e . 

67. The Libyan programme for the development of the peaceful uses of nuc lea r power 

was s t i l l proceeding according to p l an . Like any o ther country with a nuc lea r p r o ­

gramme, h i s country was i n urgent need of uranium and had i n t e n s i f i e d p rospec t ing 

opera t ions i n the vas t Libyan d e s e r t s . Since t he r e s u l t s were encouraging, the 

survey work would be extended. Furthermore, as soon as the nuclear programme had 

moved forward, e f f o r t s would be made t o develop l abora to ry techniques f o r uranium 

process ing as a f i r s t s tage i n the establishment of the nuclear fuel c y c l e . 



GC(XXIV)/OR.224 
page 22 

68. Never the less , t he main e f fo r t was s t i l l focused on the completion of the 

Nuclear Research Centre at Tajura . Some f a c i l i t i e s , l i k e the two neutron 

gene ra to r s , were almost complete and were ready for t e s t i n g p r i o r t o commissioning. 

The 10-MW research r eac to r would undergo t r i a l s i n a few months' t ime. AL1 the 

o the r l a b o r a t o r i e s , including the Tokamak thermonuclear research f a c i l i t y , would be 

opera t iona l by the end of l 9 8 l . 

69. Equipment was of no use without the appropriate t e chn i ca l manpower, and 

t r a i n i n g was the re fore proceeding i n p a r a l l e l with the development of nuclear 

f a c i l i t i e s . A l a rge propor t ion of the u n i v e r s i t y - t r a i n e d s c i e n t i f i c s t a f f had now 

re turned home t o t ake up t h e i r d u t i e s . Major e f fo r t s were, however, s t i l l requi red , 

and h i s Government hoped tha t t h e Agency would take add i t i ona l s teps through i t s 

t echn ica l ass i s tance programmes t o ensure t h a t the necessary s t a f f was available 

t o run the count ry ' s nuclear l a b o r a t o r i e s . 

70 . Mr. KOLYCHAN (Byelorussian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) observed t h a t the 

recent d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n made t h e s t rugg le for world 

peace even more important . The po l i cy of peace and de'tente followed by the s o c i a l i s t 

count r ies had been demonstrated a t the l a s t meeting of t he Consul tat ive P o l i t i c a l 

Commission of t he Warsaw Pact S t a t e s . At a meeting of par l iamentary r ep resen ta t ives 

of those S t a t e s he ld i n Minsk i n June 1980, Mr. Brezhnev had declared t h a t the 

considerable resources expended on the arms race should be devoted t o peaceful 

purposes . The Agency's a c t i v i t i e s should, indeed, promote t h a t cause. 

7 1 . The annual repor t for 1979 i l l u s t r a t e d the Agency's major cont r ibu t ion to the 

development of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operat ion i n the peaceful uses of atomic energy. 

His delegat ion approved the repor t and the accounts for 1979. Among the pos i t i ve 

po in t s t o emerge from the r e p o r t , he would mention the conclusion of the Convention 

on the Physical P ro tec t ion of Nuclear Mater ia l and the completion of INPCE, which 

had h igh l igh ted t he importance of non-p ro l i f e ra t ion , the Agency's safeguards 

a c t i v i t i e s and plutonium storage p r o j e c t s . Within the necessary f inanc ia l c o n s t r a i n t s , 

the Agency should continue t o focus i t s a t t e n t i o n on key a c t i v i t i e s and, f i r s t and 
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foremost, on nuclear technology and the associa ted problems of sa fe ty and 

non-p ro l i f e r a t i on . The Agency's a c t i v i t i e s were running more and more i n tha t 

d i r e c t i o n . The Agency had responded t o the worsening energy supply s i t u a t i o n by 

arranging conferences and meetings and by supporting INPCE. S imi la r ly , the Three 

Mile I s l a n d accident had prompted the Agency to extend i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d 

of nuc lear power p lan t sa fe ty . His de lega t ion was s a t i s f i e d with the r e s u l t s from 

the "Nuclear power and r e a c t o r s " and the "Nuclear safe ty and environmental p ro t ec t i on" 

programmes. I t was also s a t i s f i e d wi th the ef fec t iveness of safeguards, which were 

an e s s e n t i a l branch of the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s ; the p a r t i c i p a n t s at t he Second HPT 

Review Conference had concluded t h a t safeguards were one of t he main weapons i n the 

fight agains t p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 

72. The p a r t i c i p a n t s at the Review Conference had unanimously recognized the need 

for an agreement on a t o t a l and genera l nuclear t e s t ban, and he wished to r e c a l l 

the Soviet proposals t o ha l t the product ion of nuclear weapons, s t rengthen the 

guarantees given t o non-nuclear S t a t e s and respec t nuc lea r - f ree zones. Most 

speakers had emphasized the mer i t s of t h e SAI/T I I agreement, which should be promptly 

r a t i f i e d and supplemented by fu r the r n e g o t i a t i o n s . At the same t ime, the p a r t i c i p a n t s 

had expressed t h e i r concern at the inc reas ing number of f a c i l i t i e s i n non-nuclear-

weapon S t a t e s which were not under safeguards but which could produce mate r ia l for 

use i n the manufacture of nuclear weapons. I s r a e l and South Africa had thus acquired 

the c a p a b i l i t y t o produce such weapons. 

73 . Assistance granted by the Agency t o developing Member S t a t e s had increased 

by 16.5$ i n 1979, and the re were favourable t r ends i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

expenditure t o g e t h e r with a net r educ t ion of t he surplus i n non-conver t ib le currency. 

Technical a s s i s t ance should continue t o be funded by voluntary con t r ibu t ions since 

financing from the Regular Budget would be contrary t o the p r i n c i p l e s l a i d down in 

the S t a t u t e and would hamper e f f o r t s t o improve the e f fec t iveness of the programme. 

His de lega t ion approved the increased t a r g e t for t echn ica l a s s i s t ance cont r ibu t ions 

and was able t o announce tha t h i s Government would increase i t s con t r ibu t ion 

for 1981 to 40 000 roubles i n na t i ona l currency. 
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74. Byeloruss ia approved the Agency's programme for 1981-1986 and the draft 

budget for 1981, toge ther with the prel iminary es t imates for 1982 and 1983, which 

l a t t e r provided a welcome overa l l view of t rends i n expendi ture . He was p leased 

t o note t h a t a zero growth budget was proposed for 1981. The increases which were 

necessary, a f fec t ing the "Huclear safe ty and environmental p ro tec t ion" and 

"Safeguards" programmes and accompanied by inc reases i n expenditure on t echn ica l 

a s s i s t ance and t r a i n i n g , seemed minimal in view of the demands which the Agency had 

t o face i n those key a r e a s . Likewise, the increased expenditure on safeguards, 

which was est imated at $3 mi l l i on per year, appeared minimal in the l i g h t of the 

expected increase in the number of inspect ions and i n the number and range of 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s under safeguards . 

75» The Agency's programme for 1981-86 made r a t h e r vague reference to p lans 

r e l a t i n g t o r eac to r s for t he co—generation of heat and e l e c t r i c i t y or t he genera ­

t i o n of low-grade heat a lone . That aspect of t h e programme was, neve r the les s , of grea t 

interest to countr ies with h ighly cen t ra l i zed d i s t r i c t hea t ing systems. His own 

country was preparing t o b u i l d a r eac to r for the co-generat ion of heat and 

e l e c t r i c i t y i n the c i t y of Minsk. Since such p l a n t s had to be located near c i t i e s , 

the Agency's nuclear s a f e ty programme should be extended somewhat. 

76 . The development of the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of fast r eac to r s met 

with h i s de lega t ion ' s approval , s ince the in tens ive use of such r eac to r s c u r r e n t l y 

offered t he only long-term so lu t i on t o the energy supply problem. Accordingly, h i s 

country was undertaking a complex programme of research and experiments with a view 

to us ing H ? 0. as coolant i n gas-cooled fas t neutron r e a c t o r s . The f e a s i b i l i t y of 

t h a t type of r eac to r was confirmed by the design work for the BRIG-300 36O-MW 

power-plant p ro j ec t , by i n v e s t i g a t i o n s in to gas dynamics and heat exchange and by 

corrosion t e s t i n g of m a t e r i a l s exposed to K.O.. That work was continuing i n 

conjunction with the o the r Republics of the USSR, Poland, Hungary and Bulga r i a . 

77 . Byeloruss ia was making g r e a t e r and g rea t e r use of r ad i a t i on and i s o t o p e s . The 

medical app l ica t ions ranged from diagnos t ic work t o the treatment of oncological 

d iseases and s t e r i l i z a t i o n of pharmaceuticals and ins t ruments . I r r a d i a t i o n 

processes were being i nves t i ga t ed for use i n extending the storage l i f e of fodder 
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and o ther ag r i cu l t u r a l p roduc t s . The s e n s i t i v i t y t o r a d i a t i o n and the mutab i l i ty of 

major crop p l an t s was also being s tudied , together with t he phenomena assoc ia ted 

with mineral n u t r i t i o n of p l a n t s . Las t ly , r a d i o s t e r i l i z a t i o n was being used i n t he 

manufacture of b a c t e r i a l f e r t i l i z e r s . 

78 . Many i n s t i t u t e s were car ry ing out fundamental research both i n nuclear phys ics 

and i n t o r a d i o c a t a l y t i c and radiochemical processes for producing new m a t e r i a l s . 

His country was p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the Agency's i n t e r n a t i o n a l programme on the 

eva lua t ion of nuclear data on the a c t i m d e s , and was a l so undertaking t h e o r e t i c a l 

s t u d i e s of the i n t e r a c t i o n of high-energy nucleons and nucle i with other nuclei 

and mat te r . 

The meeting rose at l . g p«m. 




