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EXAMINATION OF DELEGATES' CREDENTIALS (GC(XXIV)/638) 

1 . The PRESIDENT drew the a t t e n t i o n of t he General Conference to document 

GC(XXIV)/638 containing the report by the General Committee on the examination of 

de l ega t e s ' c r e d e n t i a l s . Pursuant to Rule 28 of t he Rules of Procedure, t h e 

report s t a t e d tha t the General Committee had met as a Credent ia ls Committee on 

Thursday, 25 September. An account of the way i n which the General Committee had 

approached i t s t a sk and of the opinions expressed dur ing the discuss ion was given 

i n paragraphs 1-13 of t he document. The l a s t paragraph included a draf t r e s o l u ­

t i o n which the General Committee recommended t h e General Conference to adopt . 

2 . The r e s o l u t i o n s e t out i n paragraph 14 of document GC(XXIV)/638 was adopted. 

GENERAL DEBATE AND ANNUAL REPORT EDR 1979 (GC(XXIV)/627) (resumed) 

3 . Mr. PHARMAWARDENA (Sri Lanka) observed t h a t h i s delegat ion was once 

more a t t end ing a sess ion of the General Conference cognizant of the importance 

of nuclear energy i n t he l a s t qua r t e r of the twent ie th cen tury . The major 

problems facing the General Conference concerned the dep le t ion of t r a d i t i o n a l 

sources of energy and t h e need to use nuclear technology to develop, for i n s t a n c e , 

a g r i c u l t u r e , hydrology, indus t ry and medicine, which were the most important 

a c t i v i t i e s as far as h i s country was concerned. 

4 . His Government's foremost concerns were food and publ ic h ea l t h , followed by 

the development of t he economy i n order to c r ea t e employment. In order to 

achieve i t s ob jec t ives , h i s country was i n need of t h e ac t ive co-operat ion and 

a s s i s t ance of the Agency and f r iendly coun t r i e s . I n recent yea r s , Sri Lahlca had 

increased i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Agency's a c t i v i t i e s ; several seminars, 

courses and meetings had been held t h e r e , and an important IAEA symposium on 

food p rese rva t ion was t o t ake p lace i n Sri Lanka towards t he end of 1980. 

5 . Nuclear p r o l i f e r a t i o n was of two types , one serving peaceful purposes and 

the o ther purposes of domination. I t went without saying t h a t Sri Lanka was 

among those countr ies which used nuclear power for peaceful purposes. His 

Government had, t he re fo re , not only signed and r a t i f i e d the Treaty on the Uon-

P r o l i f e r a t i o n of Nuclear Weapons (NFT) but had also outlawed any a c t i v i t y t h a t 

might lead t o a nuclear explosion. Infringement of t h a t law carr ied a 

20-year p r i son sentence. 

6. Although safeguards were useful in some cases , they should not obs t ruc t the 

development of nuclear programmes by imposing superfluous condit ions or by 

d ive r t i ng funds which were needed for development. 
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7 . The importance of nuc lear energy for a country l i k e Sri Lanka, which had no 

o i l coal or gas , could not be ove r s t a t ed . At p r e sen t , h i s country r e l i e d on 

h y d r o e l e c t r i c power s t a t i o n s which were subject t o t he vagar ies of the weather . 

Prepara t ions therefore had t o be made for the i n t roduc t ion of a l t e r n a t i v e sources 

of energy, e spec ia l ly i n view of the inc reas ing r a t e of growth of demand for 

e l e c t r i c i t y . 

8 . Mr. AL-KABBANI (Saudi Arabia) sa id tha t the annual repor t showed an 

encouraging t rend i n t he use of nuclear power. The o i l -p roduc ing and -expor t ing 

count r ies were jus t as i n t e r e s t e d i n nuclear power as t he main consumers. By 

making g rea te r use of nuc lear power, the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d count r ies would undoubtedly 

allow the o i l -producing count r ies to economize t h e i r r e s e r v e s . 

9 . His country at tached grea t importance to safe ty and wholeheartedly supported 

t he Agency's a c t i v i t i e s i n t h a t f i e l d . The nuclear indus t ry could not afford 

another accident l i k e t he one a t Three Mile I s land without suf fe r ing very se r ious 

consequences. Any delay i n the commissioning of a nuclear power plant would have 

a d i s a s t rous long-term ef fec t on the energy s i t u a t i o n . 

10 . Safety matters could not be discussed without mentioning safeguards . As had 

been s t a ted by the Director General , the Agency's safeguards system could be 

e f fec t ive only i f i t were un ive r sa l l y app l ied . Drawing the Conference's a t t e n t i o n 

to paragraphs 31 and 2,2 of t he annual r epo r t , h i s de lega t ion wished to s t r e s s t h a t 

Saudi Arabia was ready to s ign and r a t i f y NPT i f , i n accordance with Resolution 34/77 

of the General Assembly of t he United Nations, a l l count r ies in the Middle East 

agreed to place t h e i r nuc lear a c t i v i t i e s under Agency safeguards . Detai led i n f o r ­

mation regarding the implementation of the r e so lu t ions quoted i n those two p a r a ­

graphs should be included i n t he next annual r e p o r t . 

1 1 . Two other urgent mat te rs should be considered by the General Conference a t i t s 

present s e s s ion . The f i r s t was the amendment of A r t i c l e VI.A.2 of the S t a t u t e . 

The Board had s t i l l not submitted useful observat ions t o the General Conference, 

His de legat ion very much r e g r e t t e d such a delay i n render ing j u s t i c e to the areas 

of Africa and the Middle East and South Asia . 

12 . The o ther important mat ter was t he f inancing of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e . A 

s a t i s f a c t o r y so lu t ion had to be found s ince the developing countr ies regarded t h a t 

ques t ion as one of p r i n c i p l e . I f t echn ica l a s s i s t ance was one of the Agency's 

major funct ions, and of t h a t t he re could be no doubt, i t should be t r ea ted 
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accordingly and funded from the Regular Budget. Saudi Arabia a t tached grea t impor­

tance t o t h a t a c t i v i t y and would cont inue t o cont r ibu te more than i t s due s h a r e . 

1 3 . He wished to conclude by r e c a l l i n g t he statement he had made a t t h e previous 

regu la r s e s s ion of the General Conference, drawing a t t e n t i o n t o Resolut ion 33/71 A 

of the General Assembly of the United Nations concerning the t r a n s f e r of nuclear 

equipment o r f i s s ionab le mater ia l o r technology t o a c e r t a i n count ry . He noted 

with r eg re t from document GC(xXEV)/INF/l91 t h a t t he Agency had provided t h a t 

country with d i r e c t a s s i s t ance worth more than US $120 000 i n 1979. 

1 4 . Mr. CABALLERO (Cuba) expressed h i s count ry ' s concarn a t the non-peaceful 

nuclear a c t i v i t i e s of countr ies such as South Africa and I s r a e l . I t was because 

of t ha t concern t h a t Cuba supported United Nations General Assembly 

Resolutions 34/89t 34/76 and pa r t s A, E and 0 of Resolution 34/93, which con­

demned t h e nuc lear p o l i c i e s of I s r a e l and South Africa and requested t he Sec re t a ry -

General t o r epo r t t o t he 35th and 36th sess ions of the General Assembly on the 

s t a t u s of nuc lea r armament i n I s r a e l and on the plans and capac i ty of South Africa 

i n the nuc lea r f i e l d . I t was no s e c r e t t o anybody t h a t I s r a e l and South Africa 

were r ece iv ing he lp and co-operat ion i n t he matter from c e r t a i n developed countr ies 

of t he West. That be ing so , how could one reconc i l e t he repeated assurances of 

those Western count r ies regarding t h e i r adherence to the nuclear non-pro l i f e ra t ion 

regime and t h a t ve i l ed co-operat ion i n t he nuclear f i e l d with I s r a e l and South 

Africa? 

1 5 . As f o r nuc lea r weapons, mankind was l ikewise concerned about t he need fo r 

concluding t h e SALT I I agreement on t h e l i m i t a t i o n of s t r a t e g i c weapons. Deep 

concern was a l so caused by the plans t o deploy new medium-range nuclear weapons 

i n Western Europe and by the fresh aggress ive s t eps taken i n t he Caribbean Sea, 

i n the Pe r s i an Gulf and i n the Indian Ocean involving nuclear-weapon c a r r i e r s 

and areas conta in ing m i l i t a r y bases where they could find s h e l t e r . The foregoing 

facte once more showed t h a t before a f a i r balance could be e s t ab l i shed between 

the t r a n s f e r of nuclear technology and i n t e r n a t i o n a l safeguards i t was f i r s t 

necessary t o put an end to the m i l i t a r y uses of nuclear energy0 I n t h a t context , 

Cuba considered t h a t , fo r t he a p p l i c a t i o n of NPT t o be more e f f e c t i v e , mutual 

t r u s t between the suppl ie r s and the r e c i p i e n t s of nuclear technology must be 

developed and s t rengthened. Genuine progress i n t h a t sphere required the 

exerc ise of p o l i t i c a l w i l l , p e r s i s t e n t e f f o r t s and spec i f i c measures . Cuba, for 

i t s p a r t , had r ecen t ly concluded with t he Agency agreements on t he app l i ca t ion 

of safeguards t o the Juragua nuclear power plant and to the r e a c t o r of t he 
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Cuban Nuclear Research I n s t i t u t e , and was w i l l i n g to cont r ibu te i t s utmost t o 

the c rea t ion and propagation of a cl imate conducive to i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-opera t ion . 

16. Following the s i x t h summit conference of non-aligned count r ies i n Havana, the 

f i r s t r egu la r meeting of non-aligned co -o rd ina t ing count r ies on t h e peace­

ful uses of nuc lear energy had been.held i n Buenos Aires . Various s ec to r s of co ­

operat ion i n t he nuclear f i e l d had been i d e n t i f i e d or explored and an ad hoc com­

mi t tee e s t ab l i shed with a view t o c a r r y i n g on t h e work between t h e g roup ' s 

meetings. There had a l so been an exchange of views on the non-al igned c o u n t r i e s ' 

s tand i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l bodies and meetings dea l ing with nuclear m a t t e r s . 

17» Cuba was making modest but s teady progress i n the peaceful uses of nuc lear 

energy, and had r e c e n t l y concluded with t h e Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics a 

co-operat ion agreement on the expansion of t h e Nuclear Research I n s t i t u t e , which 

would have f a c i l i t i e s for t echnica l support a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t i n g t o t h e nuclear 

power p lan t now under cons t ruc t ion , fo r n a t i o n a l production of r ad io i so topes and 

l ab e l l ed compounds and for bas ic r e s e a r c h . Also, Cuba was cont inuing to implement 

s i zab le t r a i n i n g programmes to meet t he needs of nuclear power development. At t he 

same t ime, i t was o f fe r ing t o o the r coun t r i e s belonging t o t h e non-al igned group 

i t s modest p o s s i b i l i t i e s of co-operat ion appropr ia te t o i t s l eve l of nuc lear 

development. 

1 8 . As fo r t h e f inancing of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e , he noted t h a t t h e number and 

worth of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance pro jec t s which were t echn ica l l y sound but could not 

be fu l ly financed was tending to grow. The f igures - 61 p ro jec t s amounting to 

more than US $2 .5 mi l l ion - were r e v e a l i n g . Therefore, Cuba could not but endorse 

t h e proposal r eques t ing the Board of Governors t o make a fresh s tudy of the ques t ion 

of f inancing t echn ica l a s s i s t ance and t o submit a repor t on a l l p o s s i b l e e f fec t ive 

means of provid ing such f inanc ing . I n t h a t context , t he Agency should pay p a r ­

t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o i t s l e a s t developed Member S t a t e s . Furthermore, he r e i t e r a t e d 

t h a t h i s country could not approve any i n i t i a t i v e purport ing t o make the provis ion 

of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e by the Agency cond i t iona l on adherence by t h e r e c i p i e n t 

country to a c e r t a i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y . Cuba was moreover i n favour of s t r i k i n g 

a f a i r balance between the f inancing of safeguards and t h a t of t e chn i ca l a s s i s t a n c e . 

19 . Cuba considered t h a t Member S ta te s should have adequate geographical r e p r e ­

sen ta t ion i n t h e var ious bodies and a c t i v i t i e s of t he Agency. 
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20 . Las t ly , h i s country duly apprecia ted the Agency's con t r ibu t ion to i n t e r ­

na t iona l co-operat ion i n t he peaceful uses of atomic energy. I t would cont inue 

t o play i t s pa r t i n r e conc i l i ng t he r egu la t ion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r ans f e r s of 

nuclear technology with t h e need to meet the energy requirements of a l a rge p a r t 

of mankind. 

2 1 . Mr. HABASHI (Sudan) said t h a t t he world energy c r i s i s which had been 

mounting over t he preceding few years was already having r e t a rd ing effects on 

t he economic and soc ia l development of many Third World c o u n t r i e s , the whole of 

whose export earnings was hard ly su f f i c i en t to pay fo r t h e i r e s s e n t i a l imports 

of f o s s i l f u e l s . The t h r e a t which t h a t t rend posed to the very exis tence of 

such count r ies was ev iden t . Sudan shared the Di rec to r Genera l ' s view t h a t t o 

survive the world needed every advanced form of energy technology, inc luding 

nuclear energy. In t h a t r e spec t , the Agency had a s i gn i f i c an t r o l e to p lay , 

which demanded the fu l l support of a l l Member S t a t e s . Sudan was pledging i t s 

f u l l support for the Agency's present and future a c t i v i t i e s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

22 . Unfortunately, i n t h e endeavours aimed at overcoming the energy c r i s i s , and 

i n a l l o the r problems of t h e present t ime, the developing coun t r i e s , e spec ia l ly 

t he African coun t r i e s , were re lega ted t o the r o l e of consumers ins tead of being 

regarded as f u l l p a r t n e r s . They f e l t f rus t r a t ed because t h e i r l eve l of develop­

ment, i n which they had not had any say u n t i l some 20 years ago, was such t h a t they 

needed massive technica l a s s i s t ance t o develop t h e i r na tu r a l and human r e s o u r c e s . 

Only a f r a c t i on of Af r i ca ' s p o t e n t i a l had been tapped to d a t e . The peaceful 

app l ica t ions of nuclear energy would c e r t a i n l y he lp t he development of a g r i ­

cu l tu re and indus t ry and t h e p ro tec t ion of the environment. However, the capa­

c i t i e s of t he African coun t r i e s were q u i t e l imi ted i n t he sense t h a t i t was 

d i f f i c u l t fo r them to ob ta in equipment and to mainta in what they had. The t e c h ­

n i c a l a s s i s t ance which they received to a l l e v i a t e those problems was not always 

put to the bes t use because of a l ack of co-ord ina t ion , t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 

which lay not only with t he count r ies themselves but a l so with those who p r o ­

vided the a s s i s t a n c e , i nc lud ing the i n t e rna t i ona l agenc ie s . Since the Agency's 

t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e , l im i t ed as i t was, was financed from voluntary con t r ibu t ions , 

a well-planned programme could not be prepared. The developing countr ies had 
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for years been advocating i n va in the inc lus ion of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance i n t he 

Regular Budget. They did not in tend to be discouraged and would continue t o 

appeal t o the o ther Member S t a t e s t o show t h e i r goodwill i n so lv ing t h a t problem. 

2 3 . Another cause of f r u s t r a t i o n was t h a t the developing coun t r i e s , and i n p a r ­

t i c u l a r t he African countr ies , were un fa i r l y under-represented i n t he Board of 

Governors. Every time the i s s u e was r a i s ed a t the General Conference, i t was 

r e f e r r ed t o t he Board, which was requested to give t he mat te r fur ther cons idera­

t i o n and to repor t back to t he following sess ion of t he Conference. He had 

l e a r n t with r eg re t from the Di rec to r Genera l ' s note (GC(XXIV)/632/Add.l) t h a t 

the Board had merely t ransmi t ted t o the General Conference the records of i t s 

debate on t he i t em. The African count r ies did not in tend to y i e l d on t h a t i s s u e 

e i t h e r , which i t was high time t o r e s o l v e . 

24 . Mr. PAPATOFOUIfiS (Cyprus) sa id t h a t , i n adopting the Agency's S t a t u t e , 

Member S ta te s had undertaken a commitment to increase t h e con t r ibu t ion of nuclear 

energy to peace, hea l th and p rospe r i t y throughout t he wor ld . At a t ime when t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l economy was pass ing through a c r i s i s , t h e importance of a t t a i n i n g 

those aims - p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t of en larg ing the con t r ibu t ion of nuclear energy 

to i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic l i f e - was a l l t he g r e a t e r . The Venice Summit had 

declared only r ecen t ly t h a t t h e r o l e of nuclear energy had to be increased i f 

world energy needs were to be met. 

25 . I n h i s s ta tement , the D i r ec to r General had sounded very pess imis t i c i n 

r e f e r r i n g to t he paradox of h o s t i l i t y to nuclear energy a t a time when o i l con­

sumption was so high tha t i t th rea tened to exhaust r e se rves wi th in a few decades 

and when the r i s i n g pr ice of o i l was causing grave imbalance i n t he world 

economy. However, Governments were inc reas ing ly aware t h a t energy p o l i c i e s 

should be d i r ec ted a t reducing dependence on o i l and had taken measures i n t h a t 

d i r e c t i o n . At an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , the World Energy Conference had affirmed 

the need to use nuclear energy i n order to reduce o i l consumption. The Agency 

thus had an e s s e n t i a l ro l e t o p lay i n r e s t o r i n g confidence i n nuclear power, 

disseminat ing ob jec t ive information and s t a b i l i z i n g t he world nuclear supply 

system. 
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26. Through i t s -technical a s s i s t ance programme} the Agency had already accom­

pl i shed a g rea t deal i n an area of high p r i o r i t y . While welcoming the t a r g e t of 

US $1J m i l l i o n for voluntary con t r ibu t ions in 1981 and the i nd i ca t i ve planning 

f igures of US $16 mi l l ion and US 319 mi l l i on for 1982 and 1983 r e spec t ive ly , 

h i s Government bel ieved that much remained t o he done to s a t i s f y t he needs of the 

developing c o u n t r i e s . 

27. The Agency's safeguards system was t he only way of al lowing access t o nuclear 

techniques and a t t he same time prevent ing nuclear weapons p r o l i f e r a t i o n . The 

safeguards implementation report for 1979 s t a t e d tha t no d ivers ion of s ign i f i can t 

q u a n t i t i e s of safeguarded mater ia l had been detected, and tha t was very 

encouraging. The Three Mile I s land accident had demonstrated t h a t ex i s t i ng 

nuclear power p lan t safety standards had to he improved a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

The Agency was very ac t ive in t h a t f i e l d , as was witnessed by the In t e rna t iona l 

Conference on Current Huclear Power P lan t Safety Issues t o be he ld in Stockholm in 

October. Another welcome development was the recent decis ion of the Board of 

Governors t o e s t a b l i s h t he Committee on Assurances of Supply, open t o a l l 

Member S t a t e s . I t was t o be hoped t h a t the supply mechanisms devised by tha t 

Committee would correspond to the needs of the developing coun t r i e s . 

28. The Second HPT Review Conference i n Geneva had been d isappoint ing in t h a t 

i t had proved impossible to adopt a f i n a l dec la ra t ion but some p o s i t i v e aspects 

had a lso emerged, p a r t i c u l a r l y the widespread support for HPT and the appeal t o 

countr ies which had not yet signed the Treaty t o do so . His Government had 

emphasized the urgency of universa l acceptance of the Treaty because i t was aware 

of the se r ious t h r e a t posed by p r o l i f e r a t i o n and because i t wished to see an end 

t o the arms r ace , which had by now assumed such proport ions t h a t i t th rea tened 

the very ex is tence of mankind. The need t o conclude a comprehenisve nuclear t e s t 

ban t r e a t y should not be forgot ten e i t h e r ; t h a t was a l l the more j u s t i f i e d now 

because v e r i f i c a t i o n methods had been g r e a t l y improved and because i t would help 

t o make NPT u n i v e r s a l l y acceptable . Fur the r , the p a r t i c i p a n t s a t the Review 

Conference had recognized the important ro l e played by the Agency in applying 

the safeguards provided for by HPT. His country, along with o t h e r s , had expressed 

i t s confidence in t he Agency's safeguards programme, which should be fu r the r 

s t rengthened. 
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29. In an interdependent world where each country was both donor and r e c i p i e n t , 

i t was dangerous t o be l ieve tha t immediate ind iv idual i n t e r e s t s j u s t i f i e d p o l i c i e s 

which disregarded tha t interdependence. The i n t e rna t i ona l community should use 

the instrument a t i t s d i sposa l , the Agency, and should s t rengthen i t s p r e s t i g e 

through co-operat ion and understanding so as t o make IX a means of ensuring the 

sa fe ty , peace and p rospe r i ty of a l l . 

30. Mr. RODRIGUEZ VELIS (Chile) s a i d tha t h i s count ry ' s e l e c t i o n t o the 

Board of Governors a t the l a s t sess ion of the General Conference had enabled 

i t t o work more c lose ly with the Agency. 

31 . Uranium prospect ing a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d out i n Chile with the he lp of the 

United Hations Development Programme (UHDP) had revealed 34 favourable regions 

in which more d e t a i l e d s tudies had a l ready begun. His Government had decided 

to suspend a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t i n g to the nuc lea r power projec t u n t i l 1985, but the 

Chilean Nuclear Energy Commission was keeping up to date the t e c h n i c a l informa­

t i o n necessary t o take a decis ion at t h a t t ime . He thanked the UUDP for t he 

ass i s tance i t had provided since 1977 i n connection with tha t p r o j e c t . With 

respect t o phys ica l metallurgy and pyrometal lurgy, the necessary b a s i c labora tory 

equipment had been i n s t a l l e d . Experiments on the ca lc ina t ion of concentra tes 

ca r r ied out in temporary f a c i l i t i e s had produced 98$ pure uranium t r i o x i d e , 

which was almost the t h e o r e t i c a l maximum. Regulat ions had been drawn up on 

r ad io log ica l p ro t ec t i on , t he t r anspor t of nuc lear mate r ia l s and the l i cens ing 

and physical p r o t e c t i o n of f a c i l i t i e s . Furthermore, measurements of po l lu t i on 

l eve l s over t he whole na t iona l t e r r i t o r y had revealed no abnormal i t i e s . As 

was usua l , inspec t ions had taken place of equipment and r a d i a t i o n sources 

belonging to u s e r s not a f f i l i a t e d to t he Commission. 

32. Excel lent r e s u l t s had been obtained in the use of r a d i a t i o n t o preserve 

foodstuffs and s t e r i l i z e su rg ica l equipment. Two meetings with expe r t s from 

var ious coun t r i e s i n the region had taken p l ace , one on radio therapy, organized 

with the help of the United S ta te s National Cancer I n s t i t u t e , and the o ther on 

nuclear medicine, organized with the he lp of t he Univers i ty of C a l i f o r n i a . 

Chilean exper t s had presented twenty o r i g i n a l papers to var ious congresses and 

seminars. They had also worked with the i n s t i t u t e s of o ther coun t r i e s -

p a r t i c u l a r l y u n i v e r s i t i e s — on research and experimental p r o j e c t s . 
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33. His Government thanked the Agency for i t s va luable co-operat ion, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

in uranium prospect ing , manpower t r a i n i n g and the p rov is ion of expert se rv ices 

and equipment; i t a l so supported t he Agency's non -p ro l i f e r a t i on , safeguards and 

techn ica l a s s i s t ance a c t i v i t i e s . 

34. He hoped tha t resources would in future he d i s t r i b u t e d more j u s t l y between 

technica l a s s i s t ance and safeguards. Once again, de lega t ions had debated t he 

f inancing of t echn ica l a s s i s t ance in t he Board of Governors: on the one hand, 

the developing countr ies were f igh t ing t o secure equ i t ab le t a r g e t s , while on t h e 

o ther , the main donor coun t r i e s opposed any rea l increase in those t a r g e t s . I t 

seemed as though one group was asking but giving nothing, while the other gave 

and received nothing in r e t u r n . In r e a l i t y , however, a l l count r ies p a r t i c i p a t e d 

in technica l a s s i s t ance i n accordance with t h e i r means and a l l benefi ted from i t : 

some because they could t h u s p a r t i a l l y finance c e r t a i n p ro j ec t s and others 

because they could see new o u t l e t s opening up for t h e i r technology. His de lega t ion 

f e l t t ha t t he ind ica t ive planning f igures would not s a t i s f y requests for 

t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e , as the increase i n the t a r g e t , although seemingly high, i n 

fact represented no growth i n t echn ica l a s s i s t ance i n r e a l terms. Nonetheless, 

the t echn ica l a s s i s t ance provided by the Agency, e s p e c i a l l y i n t he form of 

expert se rv ices and fe l lowships , was of enormous value t o the developing c o u n t r i e s , 

who g r e a t l y apprecia ted i t . 

35. He welcomed the c r ea t i on of the Committee on Assurances of Supply (CAS). In 

allowing developing count r ies access t o the most modern techniques and equipment 

under f a i r condi t ions and under arrangements in which both supp l i e r s and buyers 

had confidence, the Committee would do much to reduce the gap separa t ing those 

count r ies from the developed ones. He was sure t h a t t he Committee would put t o 

good use a l l the information gathered during the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle 

Evaluation (INPCE). 

36. His country would in 1981 again put i t s ma te r i a l and human resources a t t h e 

disposal of Member S t a t e s , ac t ing as host t o t r a i n i n g courses and study t o u r s 

aimed p a r t i c u l a r l y at n a t i o n a l s of o ther developing c o u n t r i e s . I t had begun in 

1980 to make a specia l con t r ibu t ion i n the form of fel lowships for t r a i n e e s from 

the l e a s t developed count r ies in the region t o study nuclear techniques . F i n a l l y , 

he thanked those countr ies which had given t h e i r support t o the Chilean programme. 
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37. Mr. KOREF (Panama) s a id tha t the Agency had given Panama valuable help 

for t h e u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear energy in medicine and a g r i c u l t u r e and the study of 

i t s energy needs. A mission sent by the Agency for t h a t purpose had recommended 

tha t the Government concentrate on developing a l l i t s water-power resources for 

the genera t ion of e l e c t r i c i t y , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t Panama could give i t s e l f u n t i l t he 

year 2000 to bu i ld up the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and t r a i n the personnel necessary for 

the cons t ruc t ion of nuclear p l a n t s . 

38. Like other de lega t ions , the Panama delegat ion was extremely concerned about 

t he f a i l u r e of var ious recent i n t e r n a t i o n a l meetings t o reach a consensus or 

agreement on quest ions of grea t importance. One notable example was the Second 

Review Conference of the P a r t i e s t o the Treaty on the Non-Prol i fera t ion of 

Nuclear Weapons, the outcome of which could have dramatic consequences for t he 

whole world. I t was t o be hoped tha t " the s p i r i t of Vienna" would enable the 

outs tanding i s sues t o be reso lved . The key problem, and one which was more 

urgent than ever , was tha t of reducing nuclear weapons and t r a n s f e r r i n g nuclear 

techniques t o the developing count r ies lacking adequate na t iona l energy resources ; 

i t was a lso necessary to guarantee those countr ies su f f i c i en t f inanc ia l a id on 

favourable terms for the cons t ruc t ion and operat ion of nuclear p l a n t s . The 

count r ies in ques t ion had considerable deb ts , the s e rv i c ing of which could mean 

economic r u i n . Panama had been able t o count on f r a t e r n a l a id from Venezuela 

with respect t o o i l imports, but not a l l countr ies were i n such a for tunate 

p o s i t i o n . 

39» The Board of Governors had f i n a l l y reached a consensus on the f inancing of 

t echn ica l a s s i s t ance for t he yea r s ahead. Nonetheless, i t was s t i l l necessary 

to improve on the system of annual nego t i a t ions , e s p e c i a l l y as a ss i s t ance t o 

t he developing coun t r i e s , one of the Agency's main func t ions , met an urgent need 

for those countr ies which were p o t e n t i a l l y very important markets for the 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d coun t r i e s . The Panama delegat ion welcomed the fact t ha t countr ies 

possess ing safeguarded nuclear f a c i l i t i e s were prepared t o pay most of the cos t s 

of applying safeguards, but f e l t t h a t those countr ies should a lso pay a l l the 

admin is t ra t ive c o s t s . 

40. Panama had taken par t i n t h e d iscuss ions which had l e d t o t he formulation of 

t he Convention on the Physical P ro tec t ion of Nuclear Ma te r i a l , as i t wanted a l l 

nuclear mater ia l passing through the Panama Canal t o be fu l ly p ro tec t ed . I t 

accordingly requested a l l coun t r i e s involved in the t r a n s p o r t of such mate r i a l s 

t o sign t he Convention. 



GC(XXIV)/OR.226 
page 12 

4 1 . Mr. PAK HYENO GYP (Democratic P e o p l e ' s Republic of Korea) f e l t t h a t in 

1979 the Agency had s a t i s f a c t o r i l y performed i t s t a sk of increasing t h e 

cont r ibu t ion made by atomic energy t o peace , hea l th and p rospe r i t y . Despite 

c e r t a i n d i f f i c u l t i e s , the development of nuc lea r energy had progressed throughout 

the world during t h e pas t yea r . The Agency had contr ibuted t o t h a t p rogress , 

notably through t h e measures i t was t ak ing t o ensure t he safety of nuc lea r p l a n t s 

and nuclear fuel cycle f a c i l i t i e s . The Agency's work with respect t o t he u t i l i z a ­

t i o n of i sotopes and r a d i a t i o n was a l so he lp ing t o promote the use of nuclear 

techniques i n t h e developing coun t r i e s . The Democratic People ' s Republic of Korea 

fu l ly supported the Agency's s c i e n t i f i c and t echn ica l a c t i v i t i e s . 

42. Under t he S t a t u t e , t echn ica l a s s i s t ance cons t i t u t ed the Agency's main a c t i v i t y . 

I t was deplorable t h a t some countr ies were at tempting t o t u rn access ion t o t he 

Treaty on the Non-pro l i fe ra t ion of Nuclear Weapons i n t o a p re -condi t ion for 

rece iv ing t e chn i ca l a s s i s t ance from the Agency. Such an a t t i t u d e was contrary t o 

t he s p i r i t of t h e Agency's S t a t u t e , i n p a r t i c u l a r Ar t i c l e I I I .C the reo f . Over t he 

pas t few years t he resources made ava i l ab l e for t echn ica l a s s i s t ance had increased 

but they were s t i l l i n s u f f i c i e n t . I t was necessary , t he re fo re , t o support a l l 

measures aimed a t g iv ing b e t t e r guarantees of resources for the t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ance 

programme. The de lega t ion of t h e Democratic Peop le ' s Republic of Korea approved 

the t a r g e t of US 813 mi l l ion set for t he Technical Assistance Fund for 1981 and 

announced t h a t i t s Government would pay i t s con t r ibu t ion , 

43» The cons t ruc t ion of social ism in t he Democratic People ' s Republic of Korea 

was accompanied by s c i e n t i f i c research work on the peaceful uses of atomic energy. 

S imi lar ly , broad u t i l i z a t i o n of nuclear techniques in indus t ry , a g r i c u l t u r e , 

medicine and o the r f i e l d s was t o serve as a b a s i s for the count ry ' s nuc lear power 

indus t ry . The Democratic People ' s Republic of Korea was able to draw on abundant 

coal and h y d r o e l e c t r i c power resources . I n 1984 e l e c t r i c i t y product ion should 

reach 56-6O thousand mi l l ion kWh and coal product ion 70-80 mi l l ion t onnes . 

However, rap id economic growth meant t h a t i t was necessary t o harness new energy 

sources , the most important of which was nuc lea r energy. Consequently, the 

Democratic P e o p l e ' s Republic of Korea was concent ra t ing on t r a i n i n g s p e c i a l i s t s 

i n t h a t a rea . 
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44» The people of Korea were a l l hoping f e rven t ly for an end t o the t e n s i o n on 

the Korean peninsula and the r e - u n i f i c a t i o n of a country which had been divided 

for over 35 y e a r s . Five years had a l ready passed s ince the United Nat ions 

General Assembly a t i t s 30th sess ion had adopted a Resolut ion under which a l l 

foreign armies were t o withdraw from South Korea. However, the United S t a t e s had 

not only f a i l ed t o withdraw from the peninsula , but had ac tua l ly increased i t s 

m i l i t a r y p o t e n t i a l , and i t s nuclear s t o c k p i l e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r . The p o t e n t i a l of 

i t s nuc lear s tockp i l e s i n South Korea was one thousand times g r e a t e r than t h e 

equivalent of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombs. The new leaders of t h e South, 

brought t o power a t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n of t h e United S t a t e s of America, continued t o 

s t i r up antagonism between the North and the South. The r e s u l t i n g aggravat ion 

of t ens ion on the Korean peninsula was endangering peace not only in Korea, but 

throughout Asia and t h e e n t i r e world. I n conclusion, he once again s t a t e d t h a t 

t h e United S t a t e s of America must withdraw i t s armed fo rces , with t h e i r nuc lear 

weapons, from South Korea i n accordance with t h e Resolut ion of t he United Nations 

General Assembly. 

45« Mr. SHIN (Republic of Korea) dec lared t h a t t he i n s u l t i n g remarks made 

by the delegate of t he Democratic Peop le ' s Republic of Korea concerning h i s 

country were groundless . Such p o l i t i c a l remarks were p a r t i c u l a r l y out of p lace 

i n t h e Agency, which was a t echn ica l o rganiza t ion se t up t o promote t h e peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy. 

46 . Mr. KIRK (United S ta te s of America) a l s o r e j ec t ed the accusa t ions 

l e v e l l e d by the de lega te of the Democratic P e o p l e ' s Republic of Korea, which were 

t o t a l l y u n j u s t i f i e d and p a r t i c u l a r l y out of p lace i n the Agency. 

47 . Mr. SITZLACK (German Democratic Republic) r e c a l l e d t h a t , s ince t he l a s t 

sess ion of the General Conference, the two most important events i n t h e nuc lea r 

f i e l d had been the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear Fuel Cycle Evaluat ion and the Second 

Review Conference of the P a r t i e s t o the Trea ty on the Non-pro l i fe ra t ion of Nuclear 

Weapons. INFCE had shown t h a t regional nuc lear fuel cycle cent res could he lp t o 

guarantee the supply of nuclear ma te r i a l s and equipment and a l so t h a t of fuel 

cycle s e r v i c e s . The newly formed Committee on Assurances of Supply would a l so be 

seeking ways of promoting the development of co-opera t ion with respect t o t h e 

peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy and of s t reng then ing non-p ro l i f e r a t ion c o n t r o l s . 

The delegat ion of t he German Democratic Republic was prepared t o t ake an a c t i v e 

par t in the work of t h a t Committee. 



GC(XXIV)/OR.226 
page 14 

48. While the Second HPT Heview Conference had brought t o l i g h t differences of 

opinion on c e r t a i n po in t s , i t had a l so shown tha t HPT had, in t he course of a 

decade, become a r e a l i t y of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e which was e s p e c i a l l y important as 

i t could make a p o s i t i v e con t r ibu t ion towards enhancing peace and s e c u r i t y . Far 

from hampering t h e development of t he peaceful uses of nuc lea r energy, universa l 

accession t o HPT would crea te condi t ions which were fa r more conducive t o the 

development of i n t e rna t i ona l s c i e n t i f i c and technica l co-operat ion and the 

provis ion of a s s i s t ance to developing c o u n t r i e s . The Review Conference had f e l t 

t h a t the Agency had admirably performed i t s t a s k of ensuring t h a t c e r t a i n 

provis ions of NPT were implemented, and i t had recognized t h a t t he Agency's ro l e 

had evolved as t h e amounts of nuc lea r mate r ia l and the complexity of f a c i l i t i e s 

subject t o safeguards increased . The German Democratic Republic considered t h a t 

p l ac ing a l l the nuclear a c t i v i t i e s of non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s under safeguards 

would s t rengthen confidence and help fo s t e r i n t e rn a t i o n a l co-opera t ion . On the 

other hand, i t shared the views of many delegat ions regarding co l labora t ion in 

the nuc lea r f i e l d with the r a c i s t regimes of South Africa and I s r a e l . 

49. Turning t o the documents submitted annually t o t h e General Conference, the 

de lega t ion of the German Democratic Republic f e l t t ha t t he a c t i v i t i e s foreseen i n 

the programme for 1981-86 under the headings of t echn ica l a s s i s t a n c e , safeguards 

and nuc lear sa fe ty were well balanced. 

50. Regarding nuc lear safe ty , during the pas t year t he Agency had taken a l l 

necessary measures and, in p a r t i c u l a r , had co-operated c l o s e l y with a great many 

Member S ta tes i n i t s Nuclear Safe ty Standards Programme and on the quest ion of 

waste management and d i sposa l . As the World Energy Conference had emphasized, i t 

was e s s e n t i a l t o f ind a so lu t i on t o t he problems presented by the production of 

nuclear power. And nuclear power was of paramount importance, p a r t i c u l a r l y for 

the German Democratic Republic, which planned t o increase i t s i n s t a l l e d capacity 

i n close co l l abora t ion with the Soviet Union and other member count r ies of the 

Council for Mutual Economic Ass i s tance . The conclusion, under the auspices of the 

Agency, of the Convention on t h e Physical Pro tec t ion of Nuclear Ma te r i a l , which 

the German Democratic Republic had signed, was an important s tep towards 

increased safety and secu r i t y . 
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5 1 . Concerning safeguards, the German Democratic Republic was pleased t h a t no 

anomalies i n d i c a t i n g t he d ivers ion of a s i gn i f i c an t amount of safeguarded nuclear 

mater ia l had been de tec ted in 1979« The Safeguards Implementation Report for 1979 

noted the improvements made to the system, but the goal of inspec t ions had not yet 

been a t t a i n e d to the extent r equ i red , e s p e c i a l l y i n c e r t a i n major f a c i l i t i e s . The 

measures t o be taken were l a rge ly dependent on the Agency's Member S t a t e s , which 

should t r y t o co l l abora te even more c lo se ly with t he Agency t h a n they had i n the 

pas t . The German Democratic Republic considered i t i t s duty t o f u l f i l a l l i t s 

ob l iga t ions under the safeguards agreement i t had concluded with the Agency, and 

would continue t o lend i t s fu l l support t o the Agency's work. 

52. The German Democratic Republic a l so a t tached very grea t importance to t he 

t echn ica l a s s i s t ance programme and would be increas ing i t s voluntary cont r ibu t ion 

t o the Technical Assistance Fund t o 325 000 marks in 1981. For tha t programme t o 

be e f f e c t i v e , i t was not enough t h a t the Agency should have adequate funds; i t 

was a lso e s s e n t i a l t h a t the admin i s t ra t ive and organiza t ional problems presented 

by t echn ica l a s s i s t ance should be resolved, and t h a t depended on the Agency as 

much as on t h e donor and r ec ip i en t c o u n t r i e s . Technical a s s i s t a n c e should be 

adapted t o the t r u e needs of the count r ies rece iv ing i t . I t should be borne in 

mind t h a t t h e Agency was providing a s s i s t ance not only under i t s t echn ica l 

a s s i s t ance programme: t he th rus t of a l l i t s technica l a c t i v i t i e s went in t h a t 

d i r e c t i o n . In tha t regard, he s t r e s s e d the value of t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Nuclear 

Information System (IHIS), which benef i ted a l l Member S t a t e s and showed how the 

problem of disseminat ing information could be tackled economically and e f f e c t i v e l y . 

53 . For 23 y e a r s , the Agency had successfu l ly been working t o reconc i le i t s two 

e s sen t i a l functions of promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and applying 

cont ro ls t o prevent those app l i c a t i ons from being diver ted fo r m i l i t a r y purposes. 

Since nuc lea r energy was assuming ever g r e a t e r importance, i t was v i t a l t h a t a l l 

Member S t a t e s should co-operate t o c r ea t e a cl imate of mutual t r u s t in which the 

uses of nuc lea r energy could be developed for t h e benefi t of a l l , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

the developing coun t r i e s , in condi t ions which prevented any d ive r s ion for 

m i l i t a r y purposes . That climate of peace and t r u s t could only be crea ted i f 

Sta tes s t rove harder to achieve dStente and s t rengthen peace . The i n t e rna t i ona l 

community should therefore oppose t he arms race , which was i n t e n s i f i e d by the 

development of new nuclear weapons and s t r a t e g i e s . In t h a t connection, he c i t e d 

the appeal made by the Heads of Government of the Warsaw Pact Member S t a t e s , who 
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had declared themselves in favour of r a t i f y i n g the SALT I I agreements and swif t ly 

concluding n e g o t i a t i o n s on a general and complete p roh ib i t ion of nuc lea r weapon 

t e s t s , on the p r o h i b i t i o n of rad io logica l weapons and on the guarantees t o be 

accorded to non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s . I t was a lso important t o begin nego t i a t ions 

with a view to ending the manufacture of nuc lear weapons, gradually reducing 

s tockpi les and p r o h i b i t i n g the development of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . 

54. The Government of the German Democratic Republic was convinced t h a t through 

such measures i t would be poss ib le t o s t rengthen peace, freedom, na t iona l 

independence and s o c i a l progress in the 1980s, in accordance with the a s p i r a t i o n s 

of t h e whole of mankind. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF GOVERHORS (GC(XXIV)/628, 636) 

55. The PKSSIBEMT reminded the Conference t h a t 11 Members had to be e lec ted 

t o t h e Board from the geographic areas spec i f i ed i n paragraph 2 of document 

GC(XXIV)/636 to ensure t h a t t he Board was cons t i t u t ed in accordance with 

Ar t i c l e VI.A of t he S t a t u t e . 

56. At the i n v i t a t i o n of the Pres ident , a member of t he Mexican de lega t ion and 

a member of the Swiss de lega t ion acted as t e l l e r s . 

57. A vote was t aken by secre t ba l l o t t o e l e c t 11 Members of the Board of 

Governors. 

The meeting rose a t 12.35 P.m. 




