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A. Introduction 

1. In resolution GC(53)/RES/17, adopted on 18 September 20091, the General Conference:  

(a) Expressed “concern about the threat posed by the proliferation of nuclear weapons to the 
security and stability of the Middle East”; 

(b) Also expressed “concern about the Israeli nuclear capabilities,” and called upon “Israel to 
accede to the NPT and place all its nuclear facilities under comprehensive IAEA safeguards”; 

(c) Urged “the Director General to work with the concerned States towards achieving that 
end”; and 

(d) Decided “to remain seized of this matter” and requested “the Director General to report on 
the implementation of this resolution to the Board of Governors and the General Conference at 
its fifty-fourth regular session under an agenda item entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities”. 

2. At its meeting in June 2010, the IAEA Board of Governors discussed an item on “Israeli nuclear 
capabilities”2. 

3. This report is submitted by the Director General in response to the General Conference’s 
resolution GC(53)/RES/17, taking into account the discussion of the Board of Governors on the item 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 The resolution was adopted by a recorded vote 49 – 45 – 16. 
2 GOV/2010/34 and Corr.1 and GOV/OR.1274. 
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in June 2010 and Member States’ replies to the Director General’s letter of 7 April 2010 on the 
subject3. 

B. Actions taken by the Director General 

4. On 7 April 2010 the Director General sent letters to the Governments of all Member States of 
the Agency requesting them to inform him of any views that they might have with respect to meeting 
the objectives of GC(53)/RES/174. The 42 replies from Governments and the High Representative of 
the European Union, on behalf of the EU, received to date, are reproduced in Annex 2 to this report5. 

5. In accordance with his mandate, the Director General held consultations with representatives of 
Member States in the Middle East region, as well as other concerned Member States, formally and 
informally. 

6. The Director General visited Israel in August 2010, and met HE Mr Shimon Peres, 
President of Israel, and had discussions with HE Mr Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel. 
He also met HE Moshe Yaalon, Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Strategic Affairs, HE Mr Dan 
Meridor, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Intelligence and Atomic Energy and 
Mr Shaul Chorev, Director General of the Israel Atomic Energy Commission. During his visit the 
Director General conveyed the General Conference’s concern about the Israeli nuclear capabilities, 
invited Israel to consider to accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 
and to place all its nuclear facilities under comprehensive IAEA safeguards, as requested by 
GC(53)/RES/17. In response, Israel conveyed its views to the Director General which are in line with 
those reflected in the letter of 26 July 2010 from HE Mr Avigdor Liberman, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Israel, a copy of which is reproduced in Annex 2 to this report. 

C. Israeli Nuclear Capabilities 

7. Currently, the IAEA applies safeguards in Israel pursuant to an INFCIRC/66-type safeguards 
agreement of 4 April 1975 concluded between the IAEA, Israel and the United States of America 
(INFCIRC/249) which was extended by a Protocol of 28 September 1977 (INFCIRC/249/Add.1). The 
Agreement relates to an agreement of 12 July 1955 on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy between the 
Governments of Israel and the USA. Israel has not concluded an Additional Protocol to its safeguards 
agreement. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
3 The text of the Director General’s letter is reproduced in Annex 1. 
4 In June 2010, reminder letters were sent to those Member States which had not replied yet. 
5 As of 2 September 2010, the following replies to the Director General’s letter have been received: Albania, Algeria, 
Cambodia, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Haiti, Indonesia, 
Iran, Islamic Republic of, Iraq, Israel, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, Korea, Republic of, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Mauritius, Morocco, New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Sudan, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United States of America, Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of, 
Yemen, Zambia and the European Union. 
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8. Pursuant to the above safeguards agreement, the IAEA applies safeguards to Israel’s research 
reactor located at the Soreq Nuclear Research Centre (SNRC) operated by the Israel Atomic Energy 
Commission. It was supplied by the USA and reached criticality first in June 1960. Other nuclear 
facilities under safeguards include a uranium storage facility and a heavy water and material storage 
facility, both at the SNRC. 

9. In respect of Israel, unlike States with comprehensive safeguards agreements in force6, the 
Agency’s verification activities and State’s declarations to the Agency are limited to material, 
equipment and facilities specified in its safeguards undertakings7. For 2009, the Secretariat concluded 
that for Israel, nuclear material, facilities or other items to which safeguards had been applied 
remained in peaceful activities8. 

10. In view of the above, the Secretariat is not in a position to provide to the Board of Governors 
and the General Conference a list of all those nuclear facilities which could be subject of safeguards 
pursuant to a comprehensive safeguards agreement in the event Israel would conclude such an 
agreement with the IAEA.  

11. The Secretariat is also not in a position either to provide information that could be relevant to 
Israel’s “nuclear capabilities” beyond what is included in this section of the report and in every year’s 
report to the Board of Governors by the Director General on safeguards implementation9. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
6 See Sections 1.1.1 and 1.1.2 of  the Safeguards Statement for 2009 (http://iaea.org/OurWork/SV/Safeguards/es2009.pdf) 
7 See Section 1.3 of the Safeguards Statement for 2009. 
8 See paragraph 4 of the Safeguards Statement for 2009. 
9 See the Safeguards Statement for 2009. 
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Text of the Director General’s letter to IAEA Member States 
 

(Dispatched on 7 April 2010) 
 
 
 

Sir/Madam, 
 

I have the honour to refer to the resolution entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities” that was 
adopted by the 53rd General Conference on 18 September 2009 (GC(53)/RES/17 – enclosed). 

 
The resolution, inter alia, expressed “concern about the Israeli nuclear capabilities”, called upon 

Israel “to accede to the NPT and place all its nuclear facilities under comprehensive IAEA safeguards”, 
urged “the IAEA Director General to work with the concerned States towards achieving that end” and 
“report on the implementation of this resolution to the Board of Governors and the General Conference 
at its fifty fourth regular session”. 

 
In this regard, it would be helpful to me if Your Excellency could inform me of any views that 

your Government might have with respect to meeting the objectives of the resolution GC(53)/RES/17. 
 
I am writing similarly to the Foreign Ministers of the other Member States of the IAEA. I expect 

that the replies that I would receive to these letters will help me to report on the matter to the Board of 
Governors and to the General Conference at its fifty-fourth regular session. 

 
An early response to this letter would therefore be much appreciated. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Yukiya Amano 
 
 

Enclosure 



 



 

 

Replies received to the Director General’s letter of 7 April 2010  

(Status: 2 September 2010) 

 
1. Albania 

2. Algeria 

3. Cambodia 

4. Canada 

5. Chad 

6. Chile 

7. China 

8. Colombia 

9. Cuba 

10. Ecuador 

11. Egypt 

12. El Salvador 

13. Haiti 

14. Indonesia 

15. Iran, Islamic Republic of 

16. Iraq 

17. Israel 

18. Jamaica 

19. Kazakhstan 

20. Korea, Republic of 

21. Kuwait 

22. Lebanon 

23. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

24. Mauritius  

25. Morocco 

26. New Zealand 

27. Norway 

28. Oman 

29. Philippines 

30. Qatar 

31. Saudi Arabia 

32. South Africa 

33. Sudan 

34. Syrian Arab Republic 

35. Tunisia 

36. Turkey 

37. Ukraine 

38. United Arab Emirates 

39. United States of America 

40. Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of 

41. Yemen 

42. Zambia 

43. European Union 
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Mr Vilmos Cserveny 
Assistant Director General for External Relations and Policy Coordination 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
Vienna 
 
 

Translated from French 
 
 
Embassy of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 
Vienna 
Rudolfinergasse 18, A-1190 Vienna, Austria 
Tel: +43 1 3698853-0, Fax: +43 1 3698856, Email : office@algerian-embassy.at 
 
The Ambassador 
 

Vienna, 22 July 2010 
 
No. 53/2010/MP/AIEA 
 
 
Sir, 

I am referring to your letter A1.21.54 of 22 June 2010 concerning the implementation of the resolution 
entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities”, GC(53)/RES/17, adopted by the 53rd session of the General 
Conference held in September 2009, in which you request the views of Algeria as a preliminary to the 
publication of a report by the IAEA Director General on this subject. 

In response to this request, I have the honour of informing you that Algeria endorses the content of the 
letter from the Council of Arab Ambassadors reflecting the views of the Arab countries on the 
mandate given the IAEA by the General Conference to implement this resolution, which was 
addressed to H.E. Mr Yukiya Amano by the Mission of the League of Arab States in Vienna on 
22 April 2010, of which I attach a copy. 

Accept, Sir, etc. 

       (signed) Taous FEROUKHI 
         Ambassador 
         Resident Representative 
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Letter sent to the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency  
by the Council of Arab Ambassadors in Vienna  

 
 

1. There is international agreement on the need to accelerate nuclear disarmament in the world and 
the placement of all nuclear installations under the IAEA comprehensive safeguards regime. 
Also, there is an international commitment to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons since 
these weapons pose a grave threat to security and stability in the world, particularly in regions 
of tension. 

 
2. There is no doubt that the IAEA has a fundamental role in the process of achieving nuclear 

disarmament and non-proliferation in conformity with the Agency’s Statute, particularly 
Article II concerning the non-use of assistance provided by the Agency in such a way as to 
further any military purpose and Article III.B.1. relating to the establishment of safeguarded 
disarmament. 

 
3. Adoption of the resolution entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities” (GC(53)/RES/17) by the fifty-

third session of the IAEA General Conference has highlighted the international community’s 
concern about the Israeli nuclear capabilities, and it called upon Israel to accede to the NPT and 
place all its nuclear facilities under comprehensive Agency safeguards. Also, the resolution 
urged the Director General to work with the concerned States towards achieving that end and to 
submit a report to the Board of Governors and the General Conference at its fifty-fourth session 
on the implementation of this resolution. 

 
4. Thus, the Arab Group considers it appropriate to state the following: 
 

(a) The Arab Group welcomes the consultations which the Director General is holding to 
implement this resolution, taking into consideration the fact that the consultations are not 
a goal per se since the main goal is implementation of the resolution; 

 
(b) The Agency Secretariat is requested to give the utmost priority to implementation of the 

resolution in keeping with the importance of the topic and its bearing on international 
peace as the resolution has expressed unequivocally the General Conference’s concern 
about the Israeli nuclear capabilities and about the threat posed by the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons to the security and stability of the Middle East; 

 
(c) Emphasizes that there are States directly concerned by the issue of the Israeli nuclear 

capabilities, whether on account of their geographical position or their influential role in 
the international arena, and it should be pointed out that all Agency Member States are 
concerned in this important issue because it constitutes a case of nuclear proliferation not 
placed under the Agency’s comprehensive safeguards regime; 

 
(d) The importance of the Director General’s report being comprehensive in dealing with the 

resolution by including a list of the information available to the Agency and the 
information which it can gather from open sources about the Israeli nuclear capability, 
which the resolution calls upon to be placed under the Agency’s comprehensive 
safeguards agreement; 

 
(e) The importance of the report containing the Director General’s conclusions concerning 

the necessary practical steps to implement the resolution’s demands and establishing an 
integrated time frame and methodology for the Agency’s role in application of the 
resolution, particularly in light of what was stated by the delegate of Israel to the Agency 
at the fifty-third session of the General Conference (quote): 

 
 “Israel would not cooperate in any way with the resolution...” 
 Page 12 of GC(53)OR.18 dated 18 September 2009. 
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Director General, International Atomic Energy Agency 
Vienna 
 

Translated from French 
 
 
UNITY — WORK — PROGRESS 
 

REPUBLIC OF CHAD 

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC 

OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AFRICAN INTEGRATION AND INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION 

SECRETARIAT OF STATE 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

GENERAL DIRECTORATE FOR ADMINISTRATION  

DIRECTORATE OF LEGAL AFFAIRS, DOCUMENTATION AND ARCHIVES 

 

 

No. 2390/PR/PM/MRE/SE/SG/DGA/DAJDA/17/10 

 

 

In your letter dated 7 April 2010, you notified the Government of Chad of the concerns expressed in 
General Conference resolution GC(53)/RES/17 concerning “Israeli nuclear capabilities”. 

In this connection, you requested the views of the Government of Chad on this burning issue. 

As a matter of fact, our country has already signed the Pelindaba Treaty, which makes Africa a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone. 

Nevertheless, being always concerned to find solutions for a lasting peace, our Government suggests 
and appeals to IAEA Member States to take concerted action to approach the United States and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to persuade the Israeli Government to join the 
NPT. The Yes votes of Russia and China mean a significant change for the United States and the 
United Kingdom. 

Accept, Sir, etc., 

       (signed) MOUSSA FAKI MAHMAT 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, African 
Integration and International Cooperation 

 

       [stamp of the Minister’s Office] 
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Mr Yukiya Amano 
Director General 
International Atomic Energy Agency 

 
Translated from Spanish 
 
 
Permanent Mission of Ecuador in Vienna 
 
No. 4-9- 130 /2010 
 

Vienna, 29 June 2010 
 
 
 
Sir, 

 In connection with your enquiry as to Ecuador’s opinion with respect to meeting the objectives 
of resolution GC(53)/RES/17 entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities”, adopted at the 53rd regular session 
of the IAEA General Conference on 18 September 2009, the Government of Ecuador has instructed 
me to inform you that, true to its foreign policy in favour of peace, international security and 
worldwide disarmament, and respectful of the multilateral commitments and agreements on nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation to which it is party, Ecuador considers it imperative — in order to 
meet the objectives of this resolution, i.e. to ensure that Israel accedes to the NPT and places its 
nuclear capabilities under the IAEA comprehensive safeguards system — that the Director General of 
the Agency, supported by the other States of the Middle East and the nuclear powers or representatives 
of regional groups, make arrangements with the Government of Israel at the highest level, and with 
other States in the area, with a view to bringing their positions closer and granting concessions that 
will ultimately enable a nuclear-weapon-free zone to be created in the Middle East. 

 Accept, Sir, etc., 

 

      (signed) Diego Stacey Moreno 
Ambassador 
Resident Representative of Ecuador to the 
International Organizations in Vienna 

[stamp of the Republic of Ecuador, Embassy in 
Austria] 
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HE Mr Yukiya Amano 
Director General, IAEA 
Vienna International Centre 
Vienna, Austria 

 
Embassy of El Salvador in Austria 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations and international organizations 

 

NV-MPAUS-08-10-034 

 The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the United Nations and international organizations in 
Vienna presents its compliments to the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
and has the honour to transmit the opinion of the Government of the Republic of El Salvador with 
respect to the resolution entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities” (GC(53)/RES/17) adopted at the fifty-
third regular session of the General Conference on 18 September 2009. 

OPINION OF EL SALVADOR 

El Salvador considers resolution GC(53)/RES/17 to be consistent with resolution 487 (1981) of 
the United Nations Security Council, the Resolution on the Middle East approved at the 1995 
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) and the 2000 NPT Review Conference, which reaffirm the importance of Israel acceding 
to the NPT and placing all its nuclear facilities under comprehensive IAEA safeguards in order 
to make progress in universal accession to the Treaty. 

El Salvador supports all efforts to achieve the universality of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
Middle East and, in this regard, has supported the relevant United Nations General Assembly 
resolutions related to the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. 

 The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the United Nations and international organizations in 
Vienna takes this opportunity of reiterating to the Director General of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Vienna, 12 August 2010 

       (signed) 

       [stamp of the Republic of El Salvador] 
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Mr Yukiya AMANO 
Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
 

Translated from French 
 
 
REPUBLIC OF HAITI 
 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
 

Port-au-Prince, 25 May 2010 
 
 
IIC/0605 
 
Sir, 

 

 I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 7 April 2010 concerning resolution 
GC(53)/RES/17 entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities”, adopted on 18 September 2009 by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

 I thank you for this letter, of which I have taken due note; the relevant offices of the Ministry 
are in the process of examining this resolution. 

 Meanwhile I should like to inform you that the Republic of Haiti, in accordance with its 
diplomatic tradition and with the rules of international law and the Non-Proliferation Treaty, has no 
objection with regard to the actions taken by the international community in general and the IAEA in 
particular to advance the processes of peace, disarmament and nuclear security. 

 Accept, Sir, etc., 

      (signed) Marie Michèle REY 
        Minister 
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In conclusion, we wish you every success in your endeavours to consolidate the IAEA's 
efforts to achieve peace, and to seek the implementation of Agency resolutions and decisions, 
in keeping with the organization's credibility and neutrality. 

I avail myself of this opportunity of assuring you ofmy highest consideration. 

(signed) Mr Hoshyar Zebari 
Minister ofForeign Affairs 
6 May 2010 
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Letter sent to the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency  
by the Council of Arab Ambassadors in Vienna  

 
 

1. There is international agreement on the need to accelerate nuclear disarmament in the world and 
the placement of all nuclear installations under the IAEA comprehensive safeguards regime. 
Also, there is an international commitment to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons since 
these weapons pose a grave threat to security and stability in the world, particularly in regions 
of tension. 

 
2. There is no doubt that the IAEA has a fundamental role in the process of achieving nuclear 

disarmament and non-proliferation in conformity with the Agency’s Statute, particularly 
Article II concerning the non-use of assistance provided by the Agency in such a way as to 
further any military purpose and Article III.B.1. relating to the establishment of safeguarded 
disarmament. 

 
3. Adoption of the resolution entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities” (GC(53)/RES/17) by the fifty-

third session of the IAEA General Conference has highlighted the international community’s 
concern about the Israeli nuclear capabilities, and it called upon Israel to accede to the NPT and 
place all its nuclear facilities under comprehensive Agency safeguards. Also, the resolution 
urged the Director General to work with the concerned States towards achieving that end and to 
submit a report to the Board of Governors and the General Conference at its fifty-fourth session 
on the implementation of this resolution. 

 
4. Thus, the Arab Group considers it appropriate to state the following: 
 

(a) The Arab Group welcomes the consultations which the Director General is holding to 
implement this resolution, taking into consideration the fact that the consultations are not 
a goal per se since the main goal is implementation of the resolution; 

 
(b) The Agency Secretariat is requested to give the utmost priority to implementation of the 

resolution in keeping with the importance of the topic and its bearing on international 
peace as the resolution has expressed unequivocally the General Conference’s concern 
about the Israeli nuclear capabilities and about the threat posed by the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons to the security and stability of the Middle East; 

 
(c) Emphasizes that there are States directly concerned by the issue of the Israeli nuclear 

capabilities, whether on account of their geographical position or their influential role in 
the international arena, and it should be pointed out that all Agency Member States are 
concerned in this important issue because it constitutes a case of nuclear proliferation not 
placed under the Agency’s comprehensive safeguards regime; 

 
(d) The importance of the Director General’s report being comprehensive in dealing with the 

resolution by including a list of the information available to the Agency and the 
information which it can gather from open sources about the Israeli nuclear capability, 
which the resolution calls upon to be placed under the Agency’s comprehensive 
safeguards agreement; 

 
(e) The importance of the report containing the Director General’s conclusions concerning 

the necessary practical steps to implement the resolution’s demands and establishing an 
integrated time frame and methodology for the Agency’s role in application of the 
resolution, particularly in light of what was stated by the delegate of Israel to the Agency 
at the fifty-third session of the General Conference (quote): 

 
 “Israel would not cooperate in any way with the resolution...” 
 Page 12 of GC(53)OR.18 dated 18 September 2009. 
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Mission Permanent^ du Royaume du Maroc 
auprès des Organisations bitemationales 

Vienne 
AJ]J^1 tliLJâLJl ^ J ] 

j _ u a 

Unofficial Transaltion 

Mister Director General, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 7 April 2010, 
regarding the concrétisation ofthe objectives underlined in the Resolution GC (53) RES/17, 
having to do with "Israeli nuclear capabilities", adopted by the 53 rd session of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) General Conference in September 2009. 

In this regard, it is worth reminding that the Kingdom of Morocco, that has always 
supported the intemational efforts in matters of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament, 
reiterates its willingness to cooperate with the International Atomic Energy Agency and to 
actively support the efforts of the Director General of the Agency aiming at giving the 
necessary assurances that the programmes of Member States are of a peaceful nature, through 
the application of IAEA safeguards system. 

Within this framework, Morocco gives a particular importance to the generalised 
safeguards and supports the reinforcement of the IAEA safeguard regime. Besides, the 
Kingdom of Morocco is of the view that the IAEA should be given the adequate means to 
fulfil its mandate with an efficient manner in accordance with the Statute ofthe Treaty of non 
-proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

In reply to your request, the attached document presents the Kingdom of Morocco's 
position as to the implementation ofthe dispositions ofthe Resolution GC (53)/R£S/17. 

Would you please, Mister Director General, accept the assurances of my distinguished 
consideration. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
TAIB FASSI FIHRI 

Dr. Yukia Amano 
Director General 
Intemational Atomic Energy Agency 
Wagramer Strasse 5 
A-1400, Vienne 
Austria 
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Mission Permanente du Royaume du Maroc igÊ^> ^J*-^ 4£ÍAA1Í Я>иЫ1 ^илА 
auprès des Organisations Internationales ^ЁпШЁШ^Ш*! ^ 5^1 «^jbJâiail ¡e A 

Vienne 

Unofficial Transaltion 

_uâ 

Implementation ofthe Resolution GC (53)/RES/17 
On "Israeli nuclear capabilities" 

-Morocco's Position-

I-Relevance of the resolution 

1. The Middle East Region continues to be a source of preoccupation to the Member States of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as well as to the states of the Middle East 
Region and in particular Arab States, due to the stubborness of Israel not to adhere to The 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and by not submitting its 
installations to the generalised safeguards of the IAEA, which represents a refrain to the 
implementation of peace and security in the region 

2. This concern was expressed through the resolutions adopted by the General Conference and 
was explicitly mentioned in the decisions ofthe Review Conferences ofthe NPT held in 1995 
and 2000. 

3. Within this framework, finding a solution to the question ofthe Israelis nuclear capabilities 
will indeed accomplish the universality ofthe NPT and will allow to appease tensions, which 
have severed for decades in the Middle East Region, contributing, therefore, to the 
consolidation of international peace and security. 

4. It is worth recalling that Arab States Members ofthe IAEA have from 1998 till 2007 insisted 
on inserting the item having to do with the Israeli menace and its nuclear capabilities in the 
agenda of the General Conference. They have also shown flexibility within the spirit of 
compromise to accept to change the title of this item and to amend the draft resolution in 
2008. 

5. The Kingdom of Morocco, which has never ceased to insist on the intimate link and relevance 
of the credibility and universality of the NPT, believes that the General Conference has the 
competence to deal with this matter. Furthermore, the adoption of the Resolution GC 
(53)RES/17 by the 53rd session ofthe IAEA General Conference (September 2009) illustrates 
the real concerns that the Israeli nuclear capabilities put to the international community and 
the necessity to act urgently to remedy to this situation. 

II. Implementation ofthe Resolution 

6. The Kingdom of Morocco believes that the accomplishment ofthe objectives ofthe resolution 
can only be done through the establishment ofNuclear Weapons' Free Zone (NWFZ) in the 
Middle East. This can be achieved only if Israel, the sole state/ Entity in the region which is 
not member ofthe NPT, to which it should adhere and submit its nuclear facilities installations 
to the generalized safeguards ofthe IAEA. 

7. The Kingdom of Morocco is ofthe view that this measure will be an important step towards 
the building up of a climate of confidence between the states of the Region in order to 
establish a just and sustainable peace in the Middle East. 

8. The Kingdom of Morocco believes that the accumulation of nuclear weapons is not a 
guarantee for security, on the contrary it is an element of instability and exacerbation of arm 
race. 
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9. The International Community should continue to multiply its efforts and initiatives aiming at 
bringing Israel to accept the establishment of NWFZ in the Middle East, seizing the 
momentum of the favourable climate as regard to the questions of nuclear non-proliferation 
and disarmament and henceforth the achievement ofthe objectives ofthe universality of NPT. 

Ill-The Role of the IAEA 

10. The Kingdom of Morocco believes that the IAEA has made important progress in its efforts to 
promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy for sustainable development, mainly through its 
programme ofTechnical Cooperation. 

11. The Agency has also succeeded to a large extend to make sure that the nature of the nuclear 
programmes of its Member States are peaceful through its safeguards system mainly the 
generalised safeguards concluded within the NPT. 

12. The Kingdom of Morocco remains convinced that the IAEA could contribute to the 
establishment of NWFZ by encouraging the establishment ofa dialogue between the States of 
the Region in order to set up measures and steps for the NWFZ. The draft Treaty prepared by 
the Arab States could be the start of launching this process. 

13. Morocco, reiterates its readiness to actively support the efforts ofthe Director General ofthe 
IAEA aiming at the gradual implementation of the provisions of the Resolution 
GC(53)/RES/17. 
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nuclear programme not subject to international control at all levels falling within the scope of 
the Agency's work; 

In view of the gravity of the subject under discussion and its direct impact on peace and 
regional and international security, it is appropriate that the utmost importance be attached to 
this issue and that you do not limit your communication on this matter to the level of the 
representatives of States to the Agency. It is recommended that such communication involve 
high-ranking diplomatic officials, both in the State concerned and in other States concerned, 
specifically the NPT depositary States and other influential States, whose intervention could 
impact on the achievement of tangible progress in attaining the objectives approved by the 
General Conference resolution under discussion; 

In the event that Israel continues to refuse to cooperate with the Agency in implementing the 
General Conference resolution, there is a need for your report to include a clear and explicit 
reference to this Israeli position and to point out its negative effect on the credibility ofthe non-
proliferation regime and on the Agency's capability to meet its objectives, specifically the goal 
of ridding the Middle East of nuclear weapons, in addition to the other regional and 
international negative repercussions; 

In performing this essential work in its customary professional and transparent manner, the 
Agency will strengthen its credibility and this will help actively to convince some parties who 
hold an undecided position to take a firm stance and join international efforts to put pressure on 
Israel to force it to implement the international demands for its accession to the NPT as a 
non-nuclear State and placement ofits nuclear installations under IAEA control. 

In conclusion, I take pleasure in expressing the hope that you will take more comprehensive and 
rigorous actions to implement the General Conference resolution on Israeli nuclear capabilities with 
full support in order to continue to maintain and enhance the independence, professionalism and 
credibility ofthe Agency. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

(signed) Ahmed bin Abdulla al-Mahmoud 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
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Attention of the  
Assistant Director General for External Relations and Policy Coordination 
IAEA Secretariat 
Vienna 
 

 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Embassy in Austria 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations, Vienna 
 
 
VIII.c.1/AT-N781-10 
 
 The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations Office 
and international organizations in Vienna presents its compliments to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) and, with regard to the request of the Director General of the IAEA expressed in his 
letter dated 7 April 2010, whereby he asks for our country’s opinion on General Conference resolution 
GC(53)/RES/17 entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities”, has the honour to attach the response of the 
Ministry of People’s Power for Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 

 In this connection, the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela would be 
most grateful if this could be taken into consideration in the Director General’s report to Member 
States at the next meeting of the IAEA Board of Governors. 

 The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela appreciates your taking due 
note of the above request and avails itself of this opportunity of reiterating to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Vienna, 1 September 2010 

Attachment: above-mentioned document 
 
       (signed) 
 

[stamp of the Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the 
United Nations, Vienna] 
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Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
Ministry of People’s Power for Foreign Affairs 
 
Office of the Minister / Office for Multilateral Affairs and Integration 
 
 

“Israeli nuclear capabilities” 

(Resolution GC(53)/RES/17 of 18 September 2009) 

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela co-sponsored the resolution “Israeli nuclear capabilities” 
adopted on 17 September 2009 during the 53rd General Conference of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) on account of its commitment to international law and to the United Nations 
Charter, and owing to its pacifist calling clearly reflected in its Constitution, which expressly prohibits 
the import into the country, the manufacture and the use of nuclear weapons (Article 129). 

In this context, Venezuela has insisted in various multilateral forums that Israel take immediate action 
in accordance with the provisions of, inter alia, the resolutions approved at IAEA conferences, 
including GC(53)/RES/17, and at the United Nations General Assembly, Security Council 
resolution 487 and, more recently, the Final Document of the VIIIth Review Conference of the Parties 
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), by acceding to the latter legal 
instrument, placing its nuclear facilities under IAEA safeguards and contributing to the establishment 
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. 

The world cannot fail to recognize the seriousness of the situation whereby a State that has openly 
ignored basic principles of international humanitarian law possesses a nuclear programme without any 
kind of international supervision and persists in refusing to act in accordance with the repeated calls by 
the majority of States, non-governmental organizations and international figures. 

The current international scene is marked by complexity and uncertainty owing to the threats and 
challenges posed to peace, security and economic and social development. Mistrust seems to prevail in 
the current climate, affecting the success of international organizations in passing agreements and 
resolutions and, especially, in their subsequent implementation. However, the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela is convinced that the importance of the objectives set out in the documents adopted relating 
to Israel’s nuclear programme, including those contained in resolution GC(53)/RES/17, justifies an 
additional effort by the international community to persuade the Government of this country to heed 
the calls for nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, in particular with respect to the legal regime 
in this regard. 
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HE Mr Yukiya Amano 
Director General 
International Atomic Energy Agency  

Translated from Arabic 
 

In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate 
 
Republic of Yemen 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 
 
 
Sir, 
 
It was with great gratitude that I received your letter dated 7 April 2010 referring to the resolution 
entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities” which was approved by the fifty-third regular session of the 
IAEA General Conference on 18 September 2009 (document GC(53)/RES/17) and your request to be 
informed about any views that contribute to implementation of this resolution. 
 
In this framework and since the Republic of Yemen is one of the Arab States which adopted this 
resolution, I should like to state the following: 
 
- The International Atomic Energy Agency plays a crucial role in controlling the proliferation of 

nuclear weapons and in verifying that the assistance provided by the Agency is not used in such 
a way as to further any military purpose; 

 
- All international parties are convinced of the need for nuclear disarmament and to curb nuclear 

proliferation in view of the great threat that possession of this weapon represents to international 
security and peace in the world; 

 
- The stability of the Middle East region is conditional upon ridding it of nuclear weapons and all 

the States of the region, including Israel, must submit their nuclear installations to IAEA 
inspection, without delay, to ensure regional stability and security; 

 
- Israel’s refusal to accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 

proves that it does not truly desire the achievement of security and peace in the region and it 
serves as a justification for other States to acquire nuclear technology for similar dubious and 
non-peaceful purposes; 

 
- Adoption of the resolution entitled “Israeli nuclear capabilities” in the fifty-third session of the 

IAEA General Conference in September 2009 reflects the extent of the great concern felt by 
States of the region about Israel’s non-accession to the NPT and its non-placement of its nuclear 
facilities under comprehensive IAEA safeguards, as well as the impact of this on the stability of 
the Middle East; 

 
- In order to achieve the objectives of this resolution, Yemen urges the IAEA Secretariat, without 

delay, to take practical measures aimed at forcing Israel to accede to the NPT, to open its 
nuclear installations to IAEA inspectors and to place these installations under comprehensive 
IAEA safeguards; 

 
- Yemen considers that starting implementation of the resolution represents an important step 

towards ridding the Middle East of weapons of mass destruction and, consequently, to achieving 
peace and stability there. Any attempt to thwart implementation of this resolution by any party 
will shake confidence in the Agency’s credibility and impartiality and, even worse, will lead to 

GOV/2010/49-GC(54)/14 
Annex 2 
Page 72



– 2 – 

a sharp escalation of tension in the region and entry by its parties into a nuclear arms race which 
cannot end well; 

 
- Yemen, as an IAEA Member State, will extend its full cooperation to the IAEA in fulfilling the 

objectives of this resolution and looks forward to your submitting a report on this matter in the 
immediate future; 

 
- Yemen reiterates its confidence in the professionalism and impartiality of the IAEA and in the 

wisdom and competence of its Director General. 
 
Accept, Sir, my thanks and highest consideration. 

 
(signed) Dr Abu Bakr Abdullah Al-Qirbi 

16 June 2010 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
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